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‘Confidence to Achieve’
Mission Statement

Vision: The College motto is ‘Confidence to Achieve’.
In order to achieve this motto, the College has developed an agreed “Mission Statement’:

‘The ongoing development of a learning community of staff, students and parents com-
mitted to a culture of participation and excellence based on mutual respect. This College
culture promotes personal growth leading to meaningful citizenship and successful path-
ways to further studies and employment through students’ academic success.’
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27TH MARCH 2009

Dear Parents,

I’m writing to you in my role as Act-
ing Principal during Brett Moore’s
leave until the end of term.

A General Assembly was held on
Monday to recognise those students
whose attendance record in 2008
was the best in their particular year
level. The Principal spoke of the
importance of regular attendance
and the link it has with performance
and success in schooling.
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Silver

Ramy Khalil 99.2
Bronze

Mattthew Woods 97.9
Year 10
Gold

Saher Khahil 99.7
Silver

Jacob Corboy 98.4

Emily McNeil 98.4

Melissa Pangbourne 98.4

SENIOR SUB SCHOOL

Year 11
Gold
Sehrish Siddiqui 99.7
Silver
Troy Ciantar 99.0
Bronze
Nicholas Smith 98.4
Year 12
Gold
Bobby Sepecan 99.0
Michael Veitch 99.0
Silver
Caitlin Birrell 98.4
Tyler Marr 98.4

Attendance Policy/Redemption
The College as part of our Attendance
Policy is introducing the concept of
Redemption via a Catch Up Class for
students as a means of making up
time if their attendance falls below the
required mark of 90%. Sub School
Leaders will be responsible for scruti-
nising the attendance of all in their sub
school and issuing a Catch Up Class
Detention to students. One Catch Up
Class will be equated to one percent-
age point for attendance record pur-
poses. It is the student’s responsibility
to attend this class. Failure to do so
will result in a suspension to be served
at school.

This strategy is designed to reinforce
to students the importance of regular
attendance patterns. Similarly Year
10 students have been informed that in
order to participate in the full Work
Experience Program students will

need to be up to date with their Learn-
ing Outcomes and have their atten-
dance at or above 90% by Monday,
27th April, 2009 for students to begin
their Work Experience on Monday, 4th
May, 2009 . A special program will be
organised by the Sub School Leader for
any students unable to satisfy the above
requirements. When they have fulfilled
these requirements, students may then
participate fully in the Work Experience
Program. A letter was distributed to all
year 10 students by the Middle School
Leader, Mrs. Alsop earlier this week
giving full details of these arrange-
ments.

Planners
Together with Mrs Alsop, | co-ordinated
a blitz of Middle School Planners late
last week. There were very few stu-
dents who were not treating their plan-
ners appropriately. | was impressed
with the significant improvement from
when | conducted a similar blitz at this
time last year. Thank you to Home
Group Teachers and the Middle School
Co-ordination Team for their efforts in
this area. Thank you also to parents for
checking and signing Planners on a
weekly basis. A blitz of Senior and Jun-
ior Levels will be held in the next few
days.

Uniform
The College receives a number of fa-
vourable comments regarding our stu-
dents and the manner in which they
wear their uniform. Thank you to par-
ents for your support in this area.

When Term 2 begins after the holidays,
we will be moving into a cooler weather
pattern. Please be mindful that the Col-
lege does include a spray jacket as a
uniform option and that students are not
permitted to wear hooded tops even if a
note is provided. |If students wear T-
shirts underneath for extra warmth, they
are to be plain white.

Parents of students in the Junior School
should note that students in Years 7
and 8 are required to have the College
bag or a plain navy blue school bag. A
check of bags will be held sometime
early in Term 2 and as with any uniform
infringement, a Co-ordinator Detention
will be issued if students do not have
the correct item and do not carry a note
explaining why they are not complying
with Uniform Policy.

Interim Reports
Term 1 Interim Reports will be distrib-

uted to students on Friday, 3rd April.
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held
in Weeks 2 and 3 of Term 2. Letters
containing full details of the Parent
Teacher Interviews will be mailed out to
parents at the end of term.

Please note that students who are
absent on the final day of Term 1
without a parent explained absence,
who have not received their report,
will not be able to collect their report
prior to the afternoon of the interview
program.

Leaving School Without

Permission — Students who leave the
school grounds for any reason without
having followed correct procedures will
be suspended.

Cameras — Students are not permitted
to take any photos with a camera or
phone around the College without the
permission of a teacher. Students
should not be bringing cameras to
school to take photos unless it is with
the authorisation of a teacher.

On The College Grounds Whilst Sus-
pended - If a student needs to see a
staff member or collect work from lock-
ers whilst suspended, the student must
come in to the General Office and
speak with me or the relevant Sub
School Leader. Coming onto the
grounds/buildings without seeking per-
mission will result in a further suspen-
sion.

Catch Up Class Detentions - Catch
up Class detentions are held on
Wednesday 3:15pm-4:00pm.

Changes to the scheduling of Catch
up Class Detentions can only be
made after written notification from
parent/guardian has been received
by the Assistant Principal by lunch-
time on the day of the Catch Up
Class Detention.

Note: Students who do not attend
Catch up Class Detention will be sus-
pended from school.

Until next week,

Mary Power
ACTING PRINCIPAL
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COLLEGE NOTICES

=1 =

Student Portfolio

The Student Portfolio will be issued
shortly to those students who paid
for the portfolio through their book-
list.

COLLEGE PRODUCTION
Y« GREASE?Y

The cast has been posted today on the
College Middle School noticeboard.

Congratulations once again to all of those

students who auditioned!!!

All other students will be expected
to purchase the portfolio from the
General Office prior to the com-
mencement of term 2.

The cost of the Student Portfolio is
$12.00.

Rehearsals will start Term 2, on Thursday
23 April between 3.30 i 5.30pm. Looking

forward to seeing you all there!!! All students will be expected to use

this portfolio for reports, learning
plans, certificates and career plan-
Ms. Vicky Horton ning documents.

A program will commence shortly to
assist students in the use of the
portfolio.

If you have any queries, please

AN AN AN an e e contact Lynne Compston on
9744 7366.
HOMEWORK
CLUB =T =

Homework Club is open
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 3:20pm to 4:15pm and
will be situated in the Library
for all students to study in a
quiet environment, whilst
also having access to the
Library resources to com-
plete projects.

Wendy Hurren
LIBRARY

NN NNNNNNNNNNNN
AAAAAAAAAAAANAN
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News from the Careers Room

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE

Well done to the students who have
organised their Work Experience for the
4™ — 15" May.
Students who have not accessed a
placement so far need to get organised
as soon as possible. Students need to
come into the Careers Office once they
have accessed a placement so an Ar-
rangement form can be processed and
ready for the appropriate signatures. If
students are having difficulty finding a
placement a suggestion would be to:

1. Use links with people (friends &
family)

2.Make an appointment with the
College Careers Office

3.Local telephone directory & Yel-
low Pages

4. Internet

Students need to make sure they have
completed their safe@work industry
specific test before going out on Work
Experience . eg. IT placement — Office
& Business Test.

Make an appointment with the Careers
Office.

PARENTS !l

CAREERS
INFORMATION
SESSION:

Expression of interest is
being sought from parents
interested in attending a
Parent Information Session
called PACTS (Parents as
Career Transition Support)
As a parent/carer you have
a Key Role in helping your
child make career decisions.

Please Contact Ros Robert-
son 9744 7366 at Sunbury
Downs College Careers Of-
fice if you are interested in
attending.

Myfuture.edu.au
Fantastic Website for all students espe-
cially for Yr 10’s — 12, this is Australia’s
career information and exploration ser-
vice. It can help you make career deci-
sions, plan your career pathway and
manage work transitions. Log onto My
Guide, your personalised career explo-
ration tool, which assists you to explore
your career direction and future.
You can find out more about

° yourself, your skills, interest,
values and aspirations

° explore occupations that might
suit you

compare career ideas

plan your career pathways

set career goals

o fun career development activities
like myQuiz videos and expo activities
MUCH MOREE€é. .

VTAC WEBSITE
It is not too early for students to familiar-
ise themselves with the

www.vtac.edu.au website. Year 10 - 12
students can put in their subjects they
are currently studying to see where the
subjects can lead to in terms of courses
and careers. Follow the prompts.
School Liaison

VTAC Courselink

Student Access

Student Name

No pin necessary

Course Search & Preference
Practice

oukrwnrE

Giveitago!

GOT A PASSION FOR ART AND
DESIGN OR FILM AND TV?
Want to know how to combine imagina-
tion, innovation and a creative mind with
smart business sense as a career?
Then go to Swinburne in the holidays
and meet with teachers from their Art

and Design/Film & TV courses.
When: 9.30am-3.30pm, Thurs 7 April
Where: Swinburne University

144 High St, Prahran
Cost:  Free, including lunch
Register:
www.future.swinburne.edu.au/
artanddesign
Contact: Stephanie Yeoh for details,
9214 8298, spyeoh@swinburne.edu.au.
Places limited.

WANT TO STUDY A MEDICAL

RELATED COURSE IN 2010?
If so, you may need to sit the Under-
graduate Medicine & Health Sciences
Admission Test (UMAT). This is used in
the selection of students for certain
Australian degrees: e.g. selection of
students to study medicine at Monash
University involves a combination of
ENTER, UMAT and interview; phar-
macy and physiotherapy at Monash use
the ENTER and UMAT.

The UMAT test date for 2009: 29 July
Registration: open in April

The UMAT Information Booklet will be
available ONLY on line in late March. In
the meantime, the UMAT 2008 Informa-
tion Booklet and other information is at
http://lumatweb.acer.edu.au

NOTE: Some University of Melbourne
courses which required the UMAT no
longer do so as they are post-graduate
entry under the ‘Melbourne
Model’ (dentistry, medicine optometry,
physiotherapy). The Bachelor of Oral
Health still uses the UMAT. Consider
applying interstate to increase your
chances of securing a place in these
competitive courses.

WANT TO SEE LA TROBE
UNIVERSITY (MELBOURNE)?
Then try ‘Talk and Tour’. For Yr 10-
12’s and families wanting to see the
campus/facilities, explore courses, meet

faculty representatives.
When: 9.30am-12noon, 7 April
(optional afternoon activities)
Where: Glenn College,
Plenty Rd, Bundoora
Info: 1300 135 045
Bookings essential:
www.latrobe.edu.au/study/events/talk-
and-tour-2009.

INTERESTED IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE?
Melbourne University is holding the
‘Access All Areas’ program, offering a
personal look at the university. The day-
long program includes the Melbourne
Model, sessions covering how to get
into Melbourne, transition, and campus

tours.

When: Fri 17 April
Who: Year 10-12 students/parents
Cost:  Free

Registration: from 16 March at
www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
events/vic/.

Sunbury Down€ollege
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News from the Careers Room

CAN | BE PAID TO STUDY

ACCOUNTING?
Some accounting firms offer cadet/
trainee programs, where students
study and work while gaining a univer-
sity degree - a great way for ambitious
students to get a head-start. Some
examples:

e Ernst & Young offers cadetships to
those who may be studying Yr 12
accounting and other business sub-
jects; applications open: 4 May;
close: 17 June; See:
www.ey.com.au/careers - go to Ca-
reers then students, for info/
applications.

e PriceWaterhouseCoopers offers a
similar program; applications open
on 4 May and close on 19 June
(www.pwc.com/aul/careers - go to
Students, Traineeship program).

WANT TO WORK IN THE MOVIES?
Like ‘Lord of the Rings’ or ‘Happy
Feet'? Then, new major sequences in
the Bachelor of Arts at Deakin Univer-
sity are just the ticket. Animation se-
guence: develop a moving image,
graphic and animation practice within

to youth work, to name a few. For more THE AGE VCE AND CAREERS EXPO

information about courses call the
TAFE Course Line on 13 1823 or see
www.tafe.vic.gov.au.

PIVOT POINT
Looking for a taste of hair design? 2-
Day Introductory Course held at 382
Lonsdale Street Melbourne.
What you will learn?
° Hairdressing career information

o Hands on styling, drying & long
hair techniques

° Introduction to cutting

° Introduction to colour

o Client relations and people skills
Cost: $99.00

24-26 April 10am — 5pm
Caulfield Racecourse — for more info —
www.education.theage.com.au
FEATURING- More than 120 seminars’

on VCE subjects and topics including:
English & Literature, Business Manage-
ment, Psychology, Maths, Chemistry,
Physics, Biology, Health and Human
Development, Legal Studies, History,
Gap year options, Course, Careers and
Study Advice. FREE tickets available in
the Careers Office.

Ros Robertson

MIPS /

TRANSITION COORDINATOR
CAREERS OFFICE

REMINDERS >>>>>COMING SOON

Careers & Employment Expo

. 27-28 Mar, Melbourne Exhibition & Con-
vention Centre; Free; www.eocexpo.com.au

Monash Uni: 6 At
Arts/Humanities

Monasho
; see www.monash.edu.au/study/events

s e r idessience;TWeeé 5 Apd 10

Forensic Medicine

. Career info. session at Victorian Institute of Foren-
sic Medicine, 57 -63 Kavanagh St, Southbank; 12.30 -4pm, 6 April;

: . ; www.vifm.org .
the expanding digital domain. Explore
digital animation production/publication
options including the web, CD and
DVD; develop skills to work with tech-
nologies. Webmedia sequence: intro- OPEN DAY DATES
duction to communication technologies
through application in web design, web Sat 1 Aug - Monash Uni
journalism, web public relations, pho- (some campuses — to be advised)
tography, and advertising. Internship Sun2Aug - Monash Uni
possible. (some campuses — to be advised)
TELL ME ABOUT THE TAFE OPTION Sun9Aug -  Deakin Uni (Geelong)
TAFE is Technical and Further Educa- RMIT Uni/TAFE
tion, offering certificates, diplomas, ad- Gordon TAFE
vanced diplomas, a humber of degrees Victoria Uni/TAFE (Footscray)
and .apﬁ.rer(]:ticeships/pfe— Sat 15 Aug - Holmesglen TAFE
Zﬁ?rﬁgtslg‘?f Ilt-?;(.jing utrjesn?gfo;/ﬁ]zaglogr Sun 16 Aug - Aust. Cath_olic Uni (Melbourne)
further education. Requirements for Deakin Uni (\_Narrnambool)
entry are generally less demanding LaTrobe il (_Bendlgo)
than university. Some advantages of Swinburne Un_|/TAFE
studying at TAFE are: small classes, Melbourne Ul .
usually low cost, courses are generally Sunraysia TAFE (Swan Hill
quite short, a broad range of programs, Sun 23 Aug - Box Hill TAFE
and TAFE Institutes are geographically Deakin Uni (Melb)
accessible in most areas. Courses La Trobe Uni (Albury/Wodonga)
cover a huge range of options fr_om Sun 30 Aug - Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat)
animal care, building, business, child- =2allzrsi Uni
care, conservation, design, engineer- La Trobe Uni (Bundoora)
ing, event management, fashion, horti-
culture, hospitality, IT, music, nursing,
tourism, trades, visual merchandising
Sunbury Down€ollege 6Confidence to Achi eveBage5 Parent Newsletter No 8
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SPORT S NEWS and INFORMATION

General Sport Information
For all inter school sports, students need to attend at least two compulsory training sessions to ensure that they can play the
game and know the rules for competition. This is particularly important for safety reasons.

If students do not attend training then aside from an approved absence they will be ineligible to play for the school. Students
will begin training as per the schedule. This can change due to weather or other variables, however this will be communi-
cated to students through the Daily Bulletin.

Permission Forms

These will be handed out to give students a week ahead of the activity to return (exception cricket which is held in the first 4
weeks and there is minimal time to arrange teams). Aside from cricket, students must ensure they return their permission
form no later than 3 days prior to competition. We are definitely not accepting notices on the day of competition.

Cost

The cost of all sports is a flat rate of $7. This is to cover equipment, hiring of grounds, umpires, maintenance of equipment,
fees payable to V.S.S.S.A and bus hire. Even if a sport is run here at the College, it is still $7 as this makes ALL sports avail-
able to ALL students. If we make it a user pays system then some sports are in excess of $50 per day!

Equipment
Students may bring their own personal equipment if they wish to do so. The school will provide ALL equipment needed.

Uniform Policy

Sport - Interschool Sport - Representing the College in Sport (separate to PE Classes)

Students (Year 7-9) must wear correct College PE uniform when participating in inter-school Sport. Students (Year 7-9) may
travel to and from school for Sport in PE Uniform with tracksuit. Year 10, 11 and 12 students who do not have PE Uniform
must wear plain navy shorts/tracksuit/plain navy blue tracksuit top or College jumper and plain navy blue T-shirt/College
Spray Jacket. The College will purchase a set of Sunbury Downs College jerseys for students to wear in inter-school teams
such as soccer/football.

Sun Smart & Hydration
This is also pointed out on each permission form. Please ensure your child has sun screen and a hat. We have limited sup-
plies for those who forget their sunscreen. Also having adequate water is essential, especially for vigorous sports.

SPORT S NEW®estern Zone Section D Swimming

On Tuesday 17 March thirty of our students competed at Oak Park Swimming Centre for the next level of championships.
Alison Achter was the clear stand out swimmer for the day winning 6 events. Well done! The rest of the students all swam
well, with second and third place getters.

| would like to thank Ms Alridge for helping out on the day and the parents who came to support their children and the Col-
lege. It was a pleasant day for all of those involved. Unfortunately our swimmers did not make the next level due to the times
of other competitors at Sections A, B and C being superior and therefore move on to the next level.

PARENTAL SUPPORT IN SPORTS SECTIONALS

| would like to see parental support in encouraging students to attend sectional swimming in the future and also for students
to go on with their events for athletics. We are in Section D for athletics also and are trying to win the sectionals and pro-
gress to Section C in 2010. It is important that any students who are unable to attend or choose not to attend, communicate
this to the Sport Coordinator prior to the event. This will enable other students to fill these places and our college to be rep-
resented fully.

TERM TWO SPORTS
Dates are yet to be finalized for the term two sports, however the following sports will be running during term 2. Football, net-
ball, soccer, basketball, table tennis, squash (direct entry) and badminton.

Students have signed up for these sports and they have already begun training sessions in some physical education classes
for these sports. Students who sign up must attend compulsory trainings where scheduled. Failure to do so will result in
detention with the sports coordinator or coach. We commit to these teams and therefore book ovals, umpires etc. according
to numbers of students who sign up. If students are injured, ill or going to be absent they need to inform their coach as soon
as possible and not merely decide to ‘not turn up!’

Ms. Michelle Nugent
SPORTS COORDINATOR
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Science Talent Search

As part of the Year 7 science program all Year 7 science students will be participating in the Science Talent Search
project.
Science Talent Search has three broad aims:

1. To stimulate an ongoing interest in the study of science.

2. To promote the direct involvement of the students in the process of science and its communication.

3. To give the public at large an opportunity to see the quality of work being achieved in science.

There are different sections in Science Talent Search - creative writing, models, games, invention and experi-
mental research. Teachers have preferences for certain sections and students will be working on the sections
teachers choose.

The theme for this year is Astronomy. Students can create games or models based on this theme or any other sci-
ence themes.

Students will be given class time to do the project but most of the work has to be completed at home. All year 7 stu-
dents have the opportunity to enter the statewide competition which will be held on Saturday 8 August at Wesley Col-
lege. Judging day for the competition in the school will be held during Science Week.

Cost of entry for the State competition is $5.00 per student which is subsidised by the College. The maximum num-
ber of students in a group is two. Students have to get an entry form from their science teacher and return it with the
payment by 28th of April.

Parental guidance and support is requested in completing the project.

Anina Alexander
SCIENCE COORDINATOR

Sunbury Chaplaincy Committee Presents KISMET PARK PRIMARY SCHOQIL
Live in Sunbury

McEwen Drive, Sunbury

Victoria Welsh Choir
Cor Bach — Small Choir ClRCUS FETE

3rd May 2009 i
St Andrew’s Uniting Church Frlday 27th MARCH
Corner Brook & Barkly Streets, 3.00-:8.00pm
Sunbury
Adults $20.00 Rides
Children (under 18 yrs) $5.00 Free Entertainment
Activities
Doors Open 2.00 pm Concert Commences 2.30 pm Stalls
Followed by light refreshments Silent Auction
Ticket Enquiries Tickets Available At
Sue Just Planet 9740 3106 All Welcomel!!l

0432 891 949 37 O’Shanassy St, Sunbury
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CALENDAR 2009-Term 1

3173

3/4

20/4

22/4

23/4

13/5

Chemistry Excursion

Last day of Term 10 dismissal 2.15pm

UNIFORM SALES

Uniform orders can be made by phoiging
St ewart oés of | v 4 n
Collection of orders need to be madg
from the school uniform shop durinfy

College Production Rehearsals every Thursday opening hours.
3.300 5.30pm

First day of Term 2

Year 9 Sovereign Hill Excursion

The Uniform Shop will be open on

Grade 63 DISCOVERY NIGHT Monday 30th March, 3.3GpBpm.
6:00-7:30 pm College Tours of Classrooms
and Interactive Display
7:3008: 00 pm Principall 6s Address
8:000 8:30 pm ACE Information Session

Please notify Mrs. Margaret Walker at the College (9744 73662

PLEASE NOTE:
¢ Dates and events on this calendar are notional at this stage and may be subject
HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR to change. Please check the calendar on the weekly newsletter regularly for
CO NTACT D ETAI LS? confirmed dates.

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does
not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibil-
ity is accepted for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or
claims made by them.

of any changes you may have made ASAP. Thank you.

family& FRIENDS \\\ ///

Greetings from the Sunbury Downs College Family and Friends. |

Our Mission Statement: "SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE
Parents, friends and relatives of students meeting together in a friendly and informal environment.
Our aim is to support and assist the College, being a positive learning community enabling stu-
dents to develop and reach their full potential.

Our first meeting for the year was held on Thursday 26th Feb.
We thank Mr Moore, Ms Power and Ms Compston for their attendance.

Items discussed on the night were:

° A parent Debutante committee was formed to assist with Deb Ball communication.
° School sports participation and selection was discussed with a view to improvement.
° Changes to the parent/teacher interview process were presented and discussed.

The Latest update on the steering committee was presented. A fundraising committee was formed to look
at a possible car boot sale later in the year. Profits will go towards new student lockers. A possible 2nd
hand book / uniform shop will be discussed at future meetings to be set up later in the year.

President: Paul Eddy
Secretary: Heather Odgers
Treasurer: Nicole Rawet

All parents are welcome. Please come along, become more informed about the school and have an input
about your child's school life and education.
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SCHOOL NOTICES

In an effort to be more environmentally friendly our College will
be moving toward a paperless Newsletter.

Please complete the Reply slip below if you wish
to receive your Newsletter by email.

Newsletter Online 2009

Yes we would like to receive the Sunbury Downs College Newsletter by email.

Student Name: Form Student ID:
Student Name: Form Student ID:
Student Name: Form Student ID:

Parent’s Email Address for Newsletter:

Parent/Guardian Signature
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