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NEWS
 

NEWS  

 

Sunbury Downs Discovery Night  
 

INFORMATION NIGHT  
FOR GRADE 6 PARENTS  

AND STUDENTS 
óVisit the school and discover  

Sunbury Downsô 
Wednesday 13 May, 2009 

(Week 4, Term 2) 
 
Our information night for grade 6 
parents and students on Wednesday 
evening was an enormous success.   
There were in excess of 300 people 
in attendance at our 2009 Sunbury 
Downs College Discovery Night.  
Congratulations to all involved.  
There were over 150 Sunbury 
Downs students participating in 
some form or another, making a 
positive contribution to the life of the 
school.  Students were involved as 
presenters in interactive classroom 
displays, tour guide ambassadors or 
as official speech makers as part of 
the Principalôs address.   
 
The quality of the classroom displays 
and presentations was outstanding.  
I am grateful to all members of the 
school community for playing a part 
in continuing to present a positive 
face to the local community.  The 
commitment of staff once again was 
outstanding.  There were many stu-
dents playing their part, participating 
in the program   
 
Rebecca Smith (7B) and Brayden 
Lowing (7E) presented beautifully, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mission Statement 
 

Vision: The College motto is óConfidence to Achieveô.  
In order to achieve this motto, the College has developed an agreed ñMission Statementò: 
 
óThe ongoing development of a learning community of staff, students and parents com-
mitted to a culture of participation and excellence based on mutual respect.  This College 
culture promotes personal growth leading to meaningful citizenship and successful path-
ways to further studies and employment through studentsô academic success.ô   

   óConfidence to Achieveô 
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PRINCIPALôS  
COMMENT  

é Discovery Night 2009 .  

   Our Year 7 Ambassadors at Work... 

http://www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au/newsletter.pdf


their speeches were well prepared 
and delivered.  Our College Captains 
Leilah Grant and Natham McCall 
gave accomplished speeches.  
 
 

 
 

 
As part of the ACE presentation, two 
students, Paige Toner and Lucy 
Weir from the year 7 ACE program 
spoke eloquently on the ecologically 
sustainable garden project.  Thanks 
to Ryan Eddy (8D) and Kameron 
Bessell (7A) for undertaking sound 
and lighting technical duties, under 
Mr Tony Rainsô tuition.  Thank you 
to Mr Warren Tingley, College 
Council President who also spoke 
from a parent perspective.  Our 
friendly office staff also did a moun-
tain of valuable behind the scenes 
work in readiness for the event.  The 
event was a success and stemmed 
from a concerted team approach.  In 
particular, thank you to Ms Romina 
Pimpini, Junior School Leader 
(Transition Coordinator) and Mrs 
Trish Black, College Promotions 
Coordinator who provided out-
standing leadership of this event.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Moments like these make you particu-
larly proud to be part of Sunbury Downs 
College.   

 Tours of the College 
Sunbury Downs College classrooms are 
particularly inviting and respectful 
places.  If you know any families who 
may have missed the Discovery Night 
and who are interested in joining us here 
at Sunbury Downs, please advise them 
of the possibility of booking a tour with 
the Principal during College hours.  
Thank you.   
 

Alpine School 
Two Sunbury Downs Middle School stu-
dents are currently participating in the 
Alpine School.  There are three cam-
puses - Dinner Plain, Marlo and 
Glenormiston. The Alpine School pro-
vides high-quality care and middle years 
focused leadership, teamwork and com-
munity project-based learning for Victo-
rian government schools.  The College 
Council has made a commitment to pay 
50% of the fees for two Year 9 students 
per year to become involved in the 10 
week excursion / camp.  Congratulations 
to the two Year 9 students who were 
selected to participate in the program: 
Christopher Costales and Daniel 
Tomlinson. 
 
Expressions of interest from current 
Year 8 students for the 2010 intake 
close at the end of Term 2, 2009.  There 
is a specific selection process that re-
lates to this program.  If you are an inter-
ested student in Year 8 who would like 
to be involved in this program for 2010 
please contact Mrs Penny Alsop, Middle 
School Leader to obtain a key selection 
criteria proforma and relevant informa-
tion. 
 

Non-attendance at After-school 
Teacher Detentions, Coordinator  
Detentions & Principalôs Detentions  

Students will face consequences if they 
do not turn up to an issued teacher De-
tention, Coordinator Detention or Princi-
palôs Detention. The following sanctions 
apply: 
 
1. Non attendance at a Teacherôs De-
tention will result in a Coordinatorôs 
Detention 

2. Non-attendance at a Coordinatorôs 
Detention will result in a Principalôs 
Detention  

3. Non-attendance at a Principalôs De-
tention will result in a suspension. 

If a student fails to attend a Coordina-

torôs Detention for the third time, the stu-
dent will be suspended. It does not pay 
to avoid your responsibilities at Sunbury 
Downs College. I would ask parents to 
check your sonôs / daughterôs Student 
Planner on a regular basis to keep in-
formed of any consequences that may 
have been applied. The Planner is also a 
place where notes containing positive 
messages are provided by teachers. 
 

Attendance at House Athletics  
Sports Carnival 

Friday 22 May, 2009 
If your child is absent from school an 
explanation is required. In relation to 
attendance requirements at the Athletics 
Carnival, I would ask parents of an ab-
sent child to explain their childôs absence 
by phone on 24 hour óhot lineô, or a par-
ent signed note to be given to the Year 
Level Coordinator on return to school.  
Thank you for your continued support of 
College practices. Students that have an 
unexplained absence on the Athletics 
day will receive 2 Coordinator Deten-
tions.  Uniform requirements at the 
sports day are outlined in the Assistant 
Principalôs column.  Please keep an eye 
on the weather forecast.  I would ask 
students to come equipped for normal 
classes on Friday morning, if the 
weather is unkind for Athletics type days. 
 

Debating Success 
The Collegeôs profile is being raised 
through our recent successes in the field 
of debating.  Our debating team com-
prising of Jarrod Bell (11C), Amber 
Curtis (11A), Jessica Dunn (12A) and 
Stacey Kendall (12A) were victorious 
on Monday evening defeating Bacchus 
Marsh Grammar at St Bernards College 
in Essendon. Congratulations to Ms Ca-
sey Ferris for facilitating and coordinat-
ing our winning team.  We wish the de-
bating team well for future success.  
 
Until next week, 
  
 
 

Brett Moore 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 

 

  PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

 

 

DISCOVERY NIGHT 2009  



 

  PRINCIPALõS REPORT 
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DISCOVERY NIGHT 2009  

óGood evening and welcome to the 2009 Discovery Night. My name is Lucy, and this is Paige, and we are a part of the year 7 ACE 
class. Tonight we would like to talk to you about the A.C.E classô plans to improve Sunbury Downs Collegeôs environment and re-
duce our carbon footprint. 
 
7E thought of many ways to improve the schoolôs eco system, however we finally settled on creating a herb and vegetable garden, 
which will also include a worm farm, with an understanding, that all the herbs and vegetables will be used in food technology 
classes. 
We went through a difficult process of choosing an appropriate location for the garden, with the final location being the staff court 
yard. The objective of this garden is not just for the environment but it is also incorporating what we are currently learning in hu-
manities, which is ñgeospatial skillsò, into real life experiences. This will give us a chance to turn what we are learning into some-
thing real. 

7E will be the carers of the garden project known as 
ñVHGPò, which stands for: Vegetable Herb Garden Pro-
ject.  This will continue through to Year 12. Once stu-
dents of 7E complete Year 12 the garden will be 
handed down to a different set of carers. Even once 7E 
leaves Sunbury Downs we will continue to be the men-
tors for the future carers of the garden. Tonight, we 
have a few pictures to show you of what the garden 
lookô like now and what we would like to accomplish 
which has been displayed on some over lay maps. 
These maps and photos are on display. 
 
Besides taking care of the garden, thanks to the Victoria 
University pre service teachers and the Hume City 
Council, 7E will be in charge of 10 new recycle bins that 
have been ordered for the college. For motivation 7E 
will  be participating in a clean up day. We will receive 
some gardening gloves, rubbish bags and more, to en-
courage further environmental activities. 
 
Besides all of our other plans there will be a few more 
touches that will be added to the garden. 
These will include:  

¶ A flag, that will be made by 7E in textiles 

¶ In materials we will be designing and making a 
plaque displaying the garden name, which we are yet to 
decide upon. 

¶ In English we will be writing journal entries and 
reports relating to the garden project. We will be re-
searching what plants to plant and when to plant them in 
science and humanities.  

¶ In art we are also working on a project that links 
to the changing seasons. 
 
Next semester in food technology we will use the herbs 
and vegetables in our cooking.  
 

Before we conclude our 
speech we would like to ac-
knowledge a few people who 
have helped our garden 
ideas become a reality. 
Firstly Ms. Gadsby, without 
her this garden wouldnôt be 
possible. 
 
Ms. Jenner, who is our prin-
cess environmental warrior!  
Mr. Moore, for approving all 
of our wishes. 
 
 
The Victorian University stu-
dents who will be helping us 
throughout the project, the 2 
Naomiôs, Pelin and Emir. 
And finally the imagination of 
7E! 
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 MEDIEVAL DAY  

LIBRARY 

NEWS     

 
Library and information 
week at Hume Libraries,  

25-31 May, 2009 
 

Author chat with John 
Nicholson (author AND art-
ist) ς Sunbury Library Tues-
day 26 May 6.30-7.30pm, 
Free, bookings essential. 

Phone 9356 6970 
 

Illustrator chat with Queenie 
Chan (manga artist and au-

thor) ς Gladstone Park Com-
munity Library, Thursday 28 
May 4-5pm. Free, ages 12+ . 
Bookings essential. Phone 

9356 6990 
 

As well, there are storytelling 
sessions, book chats/reviews 
and online library info ses-

sions. 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ IǳƳŜ [ƛπ
braries also offer online 
homework help, teenage 

graphic novel clubs, home-
bound library services, 

school holiday programs and 
DVDs, videos, online data-

bases and more. 
 

Mrs B James 

Mrs W Hurren 

LIBRARY 

Dear Parents, 
 

Contacting The College If Your 
Child Is Absent   

Please note that the College has set 
up a specific email contact you may 
choose to use if your child is ill and 
unable to attend school.  You can ei-
ther click on to the Collegeôs website 
www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au      and 
click on Attendance or use the email 
address below: 
attendance@sunburydowns.vic.edu.au 
 

College House Athletics Carnival 
Students may wear one of the follow-
ing when in attendance at the College 
House Athletics Carnival: 

Ý House Colours which may include 
House T-shirt and House Hat 

Ý PE Uniform 

Ý Full College Uniform 
 

Reminders 
Leaving School Without Permission ï  
Students who leave the school 
grounds for any reason without hav-
ing followed correct procedures will 
be suspended. 
 
Attendance Policy/Redemption ï 
The College as part of our Attendance 
Policy is introducing the concept of 
Redemption via a Catch Up Class for 
students as a means of making up 
time if their attendance falls below the  
required mark of 90%.  Sub School 
Leaders will be responsible for scruti-
nising the attendance of all in their 
sub  
school and issuing a Catch Up Class 
Detention to students.  One Catch Up 
Class will be equated to one percent-
age point for attendance record pur-
poses.  It is the studentôs responsibil-
ity to attend this class.  Failure to do 
so will result in a suspension to be 
served at school. 
 
This strategy is designed to reinforce 
to students the importance of regular 
attendance patterns.   

 
 
Mobile Phones and iPods ï If stu-
dents choose to bring mobile phones, 
iPods or other electrical devices to 
school they should put these devices 
into their bags/pockets before enter-
ing the school grounds, and either 
hand it into the General Office for safe 
keeping or store with their personal 
belongings.  The Department 
(DEECD) is not responsible for stu-
dents belongings.  Students are not 
permitted to take any photos with a 
phone or camera around the College 
without the permission of a teacher. 
Students found using mobile phones/
iPods/electronic devices on the 
school rounds will have them confis-
cated. 
 
UNIFORM 
Headbands ï Plain navy blue for 
Years 7 - 10 and black for VCE stu-
dents. 
 
Earrings ï Up to two traditional studs 
or sleepers per ear, plain silver or 
gold (no colours) .  Maximum diame-
ter of sleeper is 10mm.  Maximum 
diameter of stud is 3mm. 
 
Scarves ï Scarves must be plain 
navy blue or College scarf for Years 7
-10, and plain black or College scarf 
for VCE students. 
 
Shirts ï Plain white T-shirts to be 
worn under school shirts, no logos, 
stripes or markings.   
 
As always, if you would like to discuss 
any of these issues please contact 
me on 9744 7366. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 

Mary Power 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

>>>>>>VCE STUDENTS REMINDERS COMING SOON  
 

ĖAt Monashė Seminars:  
ß Architecture ; 18 May: Psychology; 19 May: Drama & Theatre Studies ;  

ß 20 May: Business & Economics ; 21 May: Engineering;  

                 Contact 9903 4758 or Valerie.foster@adm.monash.edu.au  www.monash.edu.au/study/events   

                 for details / booking and other seminars in the series.  

ß Sports Medicine seminars  ð 22 May and 24 May  

ß Undergraduate Medicine and Health Sciences Admission Test: Register by 5 June; Test: 29 July.  

mailto:Valerie.foster@adm.monash.edu.au
http://www.monash.edu.au/study/events


 

       

       ASSISTANT PRINCIPALõS COLUMN 
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 MEDIEVAL DAY  

Yesterday at Sunbury Downs Secondary College, Year 8s were 
treated to a medieval incursion. Having studied Medieval History dur-
ing the semester, students participated in hands on activities with 
weapons and armoury, where they dressed in armour and learned 
about battle. They also had a session on troubadours . Here they 
learned about the medieval equivalent of an IQ test, a juggling com-
petition which demonstrated the extent of the brain's  corpus calo-
sum development in relation to cross lateral understanding. 
 
The afternoon saw students learn about crime and punishment. Here 
they found out that it was hard to run away from a life of crime to an-
other town as often offenders were branded on the tongue if they 
had told lies. For stealing their hands were broken beyond repair. For 
murder you were beheaded. The King had the discretion to make it 
quick and painless or painful. Offenders often paid the executioner in 
the hope that it would be painless. 
 
The day concluded with a tournament in the school 's amphitheatre. 
Luckily the rain held off so that students were able to take turns en-
gaging in striking the knight. 
 

Rita Barichievich 
HUMANITIES COORDINATOR 
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 EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  

1.   All year 8 & 9 examinations  will commence in week 7 of Term 2 on 5 June and continue into week 8. 
2.   All year 10 & 11 examinations  will commence in week 7 of Term 2 on 1 June and conclude on Thursday 4 June 
3.   Year 12 examinations for those subjects with a Unit 3 exam, will occur on 9 and 10 June and the GAT will occur on 

Thursday 11 June for all students undertaking a Unit 3-4 sequence. 
 

In Years 8 ï 11, any student who misses an exam will be required to sit the exam in week 9 of term 2.  The day will be 
announced shortly 
 
Full exam timetables will be published on the newsletter and distributed to students in week 6. 
At this stage students should be revising and preparing for exams in every  
subject.  
 

4.   All students in years 8 ï 10  have an examination in each subject. 
 
5.   Uniform must be worn to school each day.  All normal school rules apply.  
 
6.   Check exam timetables carefully.  At all other times, students in Years 8 ï 10 are to attend normal classes, including 

home group every morning. Year 11 students are required to attend only for their examinations. 
 
7.   Students are expected to line up prior to the exam in an orderly fashion. No speaking is allowed once students have en-

tered the exam room unless they have their hand up and are attended to by a teacher on duty.  
 
8.   Students are not allowed to borrow equipment from other students so, they need to be well prepared.  Students must 

bring their planner, pens and writing equipment and a calculator for Maths. 
 
9.   Students will not be allowed to leave the exam room until the end of the exam. If students finish early, they should check 

their work thoroughly then wait quietly for the time to elapse. 
 
10. Students exited from exams for poor behaviour will receive a coordinatorsô detention and the exam paper will be can-
celled. During the coordinatorsô detention, students will be expected to complete the exam. 

 Students will receive UG (ungraded) for the exam on their report. 

                         

 SPORT S   NEWS   and   INFORMATION  
 

SPORTS   DATES   -  TERM 2 
 

Wednesday 20 May :  Junior Girls FootballðSankey ReserveðGisborneðM. Nugent & R. Barichivich 
 
Friday 22 May :   SDC AthleticsðMoonee Valley Athletics Centreðall staff and students 
 
Monday 25 May:   7/8/Inter Girls SoccerðLangama ParkðSunburyðWalkðS. Clarke & M. Nugent 
 
Wednesday 27 May:  7/8/Inter Boys SoccerðLangama ParkðSunburyðWalkðS. Clarke  & G. Drummond 
 
Friday 29 May:   7 Boys Netball, 7/8 Girls NetballðBoardman StadiumðWalkðS. Baldwin & V. Horton 
     7 Boys BadmintonðClarke Oval StadiumðSchool BusðCoach 
 
Thursday 11 June:   8 Boys FootballðGisborneðSchool BusðAndrew Blackbourn 
 
Friday 19 June:   Senior Boys BasketballðBoardman StadiumðWalkðS. Aldridge & M. OôCallaghan 
    Senior Boys & Girls Table TennisðSunbury Downs CollegeðS. Lake  
 
Tuesday 23 June:  Intermediate Boys & Girls NetballðBoardman StadiumðWalkðS. Aldridge 
    Senior Boys & Inter Girls & Boys BadmintonðClarke Oval StadiumðJ. Harvey 

 
***N.B.  Students please check the Daily Bulletins at school for training. 

***If a sport does not appear e.g. Senior Boys & Girls Soccer it means there  
was not enough interest in that particular sport.  

 

Ms. Michelle Nugent 
SPORTS COORDINATOR 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES   



 

 

 

 EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  

                         

 SPORT S   NEWS   and   INFORMATION  
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COMMUNITY NOTICES   

Do something special 
 

Sunbury Mobile Unit  

Memorial Hall, Barkly Street  

SUNBURY 
Monday 1st June: 1.30pm �± 7.30pm 

Tuesday 2nd June: 1.30pm �± 7.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd June: 1.30pm �± 7.30pm 

Thursday 4th June: 2.30pm �± 7.30pm 

Friday 5th June: 9.30am �± 3.30pm 

Start saving lives today by getting your staff interested in 
group donation! 
 

Appointments Essential �± to book call 13 14 95 

Or email dpallen@arcbs.redcross.org.au 


