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NEWS
 

NEWS  

National Reconciliation Week 
Wednesday 27 May to  

Wednesday 3 June 2009 

National Reconciliation Week is an 
important time for all Australians. It 
has been the practice to mark Na-
tional Reconciliation Week with the 
flying and displaying of the Australian 
Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait 
Islander Flag.  The two dates are sig-
nificant in the history of reconcilia-
tion.  The 27th of May is the anniver-
sary of the date of the 1967 Referen-
dum, which successfully removed 
from the Constitution clauses that 
discriminated against Indigenous 
Australians.  The 3rd of June is the 
anniversary of the High Court deci-
sion in the Eddie Mabo land rights 
case handed down in 1992.  The 
theme of National Reconciliation 
Week for 2009 is óSee the person, not 
the stereotype.ô  At Sunbury Downs 
College the Aboriginal Flag is flown 
daily, alongside the National flag.  At 
Sunbury Downs we are proud of our 
College culture of respect, participa-
tion and excellence which is inclusive, 
appreciates and celebrates differ-
ence. 
 

Tours of the College 
This week I have taken many pro-
spective families on school tours.  
Visitors are impressed with our 
school.  Students are well behaved 
and mannered. Teachers are caring 
of the individual needs of students 
and focused on achievement.  Stu-
dents are engaged in their learning 
program.   

(Continued on page 2) 

     

 IN THIS ISSUEé 

    Principalõs Report 

    Blood Bank & Homework Club  

    Assistant Principalõs Column 

    News from the Careers Room  

    Examinations ñSemester 1, 2009  

       *** YEAR 9 URBAN SURVIVAL CAMP Update  

  HOUSE ATHELETICS CARNIVAL ñphotos page 8  

  Sports News & Information  

    College Production ñGrease Rehearsals  

    Breakfast Club  

    University and TAFE Open Days   

    Calendar   

    Family & Friends    
            Newsletter Online 2009  

 

Mission Statement 
 

Vision: The College motto is óConfidence to Achieveô.  
In order to achieve this motto, the College has developed an agreed ñMission Statementò: 
 
óThe ongoing development of a learning community of staff, students and parents com-
mitted to a culture of participation and excellence based on mutual respect.  This College 
culture promotes personal growth leading to meaningful citizenship and successful path-
ways to further studies and employment through studentsô academic success.ô   

   óConfidence to Achieveô 
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PRINCIPALôS  
COMMENT  

    College House Athletics Carnival...  

Congratulations to Jackson House!  

http://www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au/newsletter.pdf


 
Student Survey Questionnaire 

During this term our Victoria Uni-
versity pre-service teachers have 
been assisting Mrs Lynne Comp-
ston, College and Curriculum Ad-
ministrator (data manager), in en-
suring students complete survey 
questionnaires on the quality of 
teacher instruction. The data has 
been aggregated (please see be-
low).  The data tells a positive story 
about the studentsô views of their 
teachers.  The data reflects posi-
tively on the improvements that 
have been made in regards to a 
widespread College ethos of mu-
tual respect.  Staff members are 
working solidly on lifting capacity 
and attending to the needs of stu-
dents.  Congratulations to all in-
volved. 
 

Influenza H1N1 (Swine Flu)   
Last week I commented on the 
Swine Flu which is predicted in the 
media to become an epidemic.  
The Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS) is liaising with the 
families of affected children and 
schools directly involved on all ap-
propriate action. The Department of 
Education and Early Childhood De-
velopment (DEECD) is working 
closely with DHS.  The DHS noti-
fies the principal of the relevant 

(Continued from page 1) 
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schools, and appropriate actions are 
undertaken. DHS is also providing par-
ents of all children at the relevant 
schools with appropriate information.  
Once again concerns from staff or par-
ents about swine flu should be referred 
to any of the following: 
 
   -  Call the Swine Influenza Hotline     
      Tel. 180 2007  
 
   -  Call Nurse-on-Call  
 Tel. 1300 606 024 ï for expert 
 health information and advice.  
 (24 hours, 7 days) 
 
   - Call your doctor (GP) ï if you 

have an influenza-like illness 
(fever, cough and fatigue) and 
have travelled to Mexico or Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico or 
Texas in the past seven days.  

 
   - Visit the Victorian Government 

Health Information Web site for 
up-to-date information for schools, 
children, parents and the commu-
nity: www.health.vic.gov.au 

 
Please note that standard good general 
health hygiene practices should be in 
place as per usual care, such as regular 
hand washing and covering nose and 
mouth if sneezing and coughing.  If staff 
or children are unwell, they should seek 
medical attention and avoid public 
places and close contact with others.  

The DHS, in consultation with DEECD, 
will continue to monitor the situation and 
will provide further advice as additional 
information becomes available. 

House Athletics Carnival 
The House Athletics Carnival held last 
Friday was an enormous success.   At 
times it is important to take stock and 
reflect on the vast improvements made 
by our College.  At our last Athletics Car-
nival 43.5% of students were in atten-
dance.  This year our student atten-
dance figure was 81.5%.  This is an 
enormous improvement.  Improved at-
tendance at Athletics Carnivals will not 
directly impact on improved academic 
results.  Educational research suggests 
that student connectedness to school 
which is connected to students being 
proud of their school, will directly impact 
on student learning.  Thank you to par-
ents, students and staff for supporting 
the direction of the College.  
 

Examinations 
When I take prospective parents on 
tours, I speak positively about the fact 
that our College offers examinations for 
students in all year levels across all sub-
jects.  The examination program always 
reflects well on the 
College.  The benefits 
of a College wide ex-
amination program 
include: 

  

 
 

  PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

 

                   

                            PRINCIPALõS REPORT            

Student Survey Questionnaire 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/


 
 

  PRINCIPALõS REPORT 
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HOMEWORK  
CLUB 

 

Homework Club is open 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 3:20pm to 4:15pm and 
is situated in the Library for 
all students to study in a 
quiet environment, whilst 
also having access to the 
Library resources  to com-
plete projects. 
 

Wendy Hurren 

LIBRARY 

Do something special!!!  BLOOD BANK 
Sunbury Mobile Unit  

Memorial Hall, Barkly Street  

SUNBURY 
Monday 1st June: 1.30pm ï 7.30pm 

Tuesday 2nd June: 1.30pm ï 7.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd June: 1.30pm ï 7.30pm 

Thursday 4th June: 2.30pm ï 7.30pm 

Friday 5th June: 9.30am ï 3.30pm 

Start saving lives today by getting your staff interested in 

group donation! 
 

Appointments Essential ï to book call 13 14 95 

Or email dpallen@arcbs.redcross.org.au 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

¶ Preparing students for senior ex-
ams to enable success at VCE 

¶ Tracking student achievement 
and providing assistance to students 
who require support 

¶ Providing consistency across the 
curriculum so that all teachers in main-
stream classes cover the same program 

¶ Ensuring that all students acquire 
knowledge and skills enabling them to 
progress to the next phase of learning 
with confidence. 
 
Examinations are part of our overall 
assessment strategy.  Pre-testing and 
post-testing are also an important part 
of the program providing teachers, stu-
dents and parents with the necessary 
information and feedback so that stu-
dent progress and achievement can be 
made.  Over the next few weeks, stu-
dents will embark on their examination 
program.  Once again, there will be a 
zero tolerance approach to students 
who interfere with other studentsô per-
formance.  It is pleasing to note that the 
attitude of Sunbury Downs College stu-
dents to examinations is positive and 
respectful.  Success in exams comes to 
those who honour the work.  Good luck 
to all students. 
 

Year 9 Urban Survival Camp 
The Year 9 City Camp is on next week 
and it looks like being an enriching ex-
perience for all involved.  This year the 
College has decided to run a program 
for those students not attending the 
Year 9 camp.  There will be one camp, 
occurring Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Students not involved in 
the camp are expected at school for an 
academic program.  A letter has been 
distributed to all Year 9 students to this 
effect.   

 
Respect for Our  

College Environment 
Sunbury Downs College prides itself on 
being a óclean schoolô.  It is pleasing to 
see students voluntarily pick rubbish up 
in the yard.  When a teacher asks or 
instructs a student to pick up a piece of 
rubbish, the student must follow the 
teacherôs instructions. Students who do 
not comply with the teacherôs request 
will be automatically suspended. Turn-
ing your back on a teacher and walking 
away in the opposite direction is also 
inappropriate behaviour.  All staff mem-
bers carry gloves when on yard duty 
and will provide students with gloves on 
request.  A clean school yard sends a 
positive message to the community.  All 
visitors of the College reflect positively 
on the cleanliness of our school yard.  
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 
Pupil Free Day ï Report Writing Day 

Friday 12 June is a Pupil Free Day.  
Staff members will be busy marking 
examinations and writing reports.  
Classes will resume on Monday 15 
June, 2009. 
 
óCut-Offô Date & Report Writing Day 

Work will not be accepted by teachers 
for assessment (semester 1 reports) 
after 4.30pm on Thursday 11 June, 
2009.  Work will only be accepted after 
this date by Sub-School Leaders who 
manage students who have been 
granted extensions for reasons of spe-
cial consideration.   
 

Annual Principalôs Awards 
In Term 3, Sunbury Downs College will 
present its annual Principalôs Awards.   
The College will offer three Principalôs 
Awards categories: Academic Excel-
lence, Academic Endeavour and Citi-
zenship / Leadership.  I look forward to 

this ritual as part of our Term 3 Col-
lege              
Assembly program.  Parents of award 
recipients will be contacted by Sub-
School Leaders in advance of the as-
semblies.  In anticipation, I look for-
ward to seeing many parents in atten-
dance to share in our studentsô suc-
cess.  Next weekôs Newsletter will in-
clude the set of criteria that underpins 
the Principalôs Awards that have been 
in place since August 2006. 
 

College Musical Production  
Rehearsals 

I had the pleasure of visiting the Col-
lege Theatre on Thursday afternoon to 
view the work in progress for this 
yearôs Production entitled ñGreaseò.  
The cast and crew were many in num-
ber and the work of this yearôs team 
members is outstanding.  Thank you to 
all students, staff and parents in-
volved.  The students are very proud 
of their school and so they should be.   
  
Until next week, 
  
 
 

Brett Moore 
PRINCIPAL 



 

Early Achievers Program - 

Australian Catholic University  
The University recognises that you 

have more to offer than your ENTER.  

The Program is open to all applicants 

and considers the contribution you 

have made to your community 

through your school or workplace, 

local community organization, cul-

ture, sport and/or religious groups.  

Apply for this program and you could 

be accepted into ACU National by 

December.  
 

See www.acu.edu.au/earlyachievers 

for information on how to apply.  

  

On-line applications open in July and 

close 9th October. 

 

News from RMIT  

Experience Advertising in one day -  

Saturday August 22nd  
This event will provide a realistic up-

to-date overview of the industry and 
is recommended to anyone consider-

ing a career in advertising. 

 

Experience Public Relations  

in one day -   

Saturday September 5th   
You will meet people from the indus-

try, including former RMIT students, 

who can answer your questions and 

help you decide what to do. 

Contact:  Jenny Tserkezidis   
  Tel. 9925 5658 

 

Folio preparation courses during 

school holidays  - 

RMIT offer intensive folio prepara-

tion short courses in the school holi-

days. These courses allow students to 

build on their skills and knowledge 

and gain an insight into future study 

options.  Folio preparation courses 

include: 

 

ß Fashion Drawing and Fashion 
Design 

ß 3D Product Design 

ß Visual/Fine Art  

ß Photography 

ß Multimedia   

  Contact:  RMIT Short Courses 
  9925 8111 
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     ASSISTANT PRINCIPALõS COLUMN 
Dear Parents, 
 

Contacting The College  
If Your Child Is Absent   

Please note that the College has set 
up a specific email contact you may 
choose to use if your child is ill and 
unable to attend school.  You can ei-
ther click on to the Collegeôs website 
www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au      and 
click on Attendance or use the email 
address below: 
attendance@sunburydowns.vic.edu.au 

 
Immunisation Dates 

Please note that the second visit for 
immunisations is scheduled to occur 
on Thursday 25 June.  The third visit 
is scheduled to take place on Friday 
30 October. 
 
Reminders 
Leaving School Without Permission ï  
Students who leave the school 
grounds for any reason without having 
followed correct procedures will be 
suspended. 
 
Attendance Policy/Redemption ï 
The College, as part of our Attendance 
Policy, is introducing the concept of 
Redemption via a Catch Up Class for 
students as a means of making up 
time if their attendance falls below the 
required mark of 90%.  Sub School 
Leaders will be responsible for scruti-
nising the attendance of all in their sub 
school and issuing a Catch Up Class 
Detention to students.  One Catch Up 
Class will be equated to one percent-
age point for attendance record pur-
poses.  It is the studentôs responsibility 
to attend this class.  Failure to do so 
will result in a suspension to be served 
at school. 
 
This strategy is designed to reinforce 
to students the importance of regular 
attendance patterns.   
 
UNIFORM 
Headbands ï Plain navy blue for 
Years 7 - 10 and black for VCE stu-
dents. 
 
Earrings ï Up to two traditional studs 
or sleepers per ear, plain silver or gold 
(no colours).  Maximum diameter of 
sleeper is 10mm.  Maximum diameter 
of stud is 3mm. 
 
Scarves ï Scarves must be plain navy 
blue or College scarf for Years 7-10, 

and plain black or College scarf for 
VCE students. 
 
Shirts ï Plain white T-shirts to be 
worn under school shirts, no logos, 
stripes or markings.  
  
DETENTIONS 
If a student is exited by the Classroom 
Teacher a thirty minute after school 
detention will be noted by the Class-
room Teacher in the Student Planner. 
 
Co-ordinatorôs Detention  
(for uniform, late or other infringe-
ments)  
- will be stamped in the Planner. These 
detentions are from 3:15pm - 4:00pm. 
 
Co-ordinatorôs Detention ï  
Non Attendance 
If a student neglects to attend a Co-
ordinator Detention, they receive a 
Principalôs Detention.  These run from 
3:15 pm - 4:00pm and are supervised 
by the Assistant Principal/Principal. 
 
NOTE:  Failure to attend a Princi-
palôs Detention results in suspen-
sion.  A student may only receive 
TWO Principalôs Detentions in a se-
mester.  A third Principalôs Deten-
tion will result in suspension. 
 
Catch up Class Detentions   
- Catch up Class Detentions are held 
on Wednesday 3:15pm - 4:00pm.  
Changes to the scheduling of Catch up 
Class Detentions can only be made 
after written notification from parent/
guardian has been received by the 
Assistant Principal by lunchtime on the 
day of the Catch Up Class Detention. 
 
NOTE:  Students who do not attend 
Catch up Class Detention will be 
suspended from school. 
 
As always, if you would like to discuss 
any of these issues please contact me 
on 9744 7366. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 

Mary Power 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

http://www.acu.edu.au/earlyachievers


 
 

News from the Careers Room  
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NEWS FROM RMIT 
1.   Medical Lab visits  
RMIT are hosting medical lab visits for 
VCE students. 
When:   6-10 July  
Where:  RMIT 
Contact:  www.rmit.edu.au/medical 
  sciences/lab-visits 
2.   Engineering @ RMIT days 
If you are interested in studying Engi-
neering, RMIT will be having Engineer-
ing Days 
When:  30 June, 1 July & 9 July 
Contact::  www.rmit.edu.au/areo- 
  mech 
3.   Sustainable Energy Sessions 
Learn more about careers in Sustain-
able engineering.  RMIT are running a 
Sustainable Energy Park Open Day. 
When:  6 June 10am-1pm with a  
  guided tour starting at  
  11am 
Contact:  www.rmit.edu.au/aero- 
  mech/energy-care or  
  Dr John Andrews:   
  99256085 
 

DO YOU ENJOY CLOWNING 
AROUND? 

The National Institute of Circus Arts 
(NICA) is holding Circus arts sessions.  
This intensive workshop is designed to 
assist those wishing to audition for en-
try into NICAôs Bachelor of Circus Arts 
Degree course in 2010/2011.  Spend a 
week training with NICAôs highly experi-
enced international trainers drawing on 
their vast experience, and receive feed-
back and advice on how to be ready for 
your entry audition. 
When:  29 June- 3 July 
Contact:  NICA on 92146975 for an 
  application form or  
  www.nica.com.au 
 

YOUR FUTURE, YOUR CHOICE 
Year 10ðYour Future, Your Choice is 
a free information evening run by De-
akin University to help you map out 
your career and land your dream job. 
When:  11 June 6:30- 8pm 
Contact:     www.deakin.edu.au/year10     
                    for more information. 
Booking online is essential. 
 

TAFE FEES UPDATE 
The Victorian Government has an-
nounced changes to TAFE education.  
Changes coincide with the Common-
wealth government decision to allow 
TAFE students to access a loan 
scheme similar to the Higher Education 
FEE-HELP scheme.  It is expected that 
the VET FEE-HELP scheme will allow 

students in some TAFE programs 
(including diplomas and advanced di-
plomas) to defer payment of fees. 
 

INTERESTED IN AVIATION? 
The Young Eagles program, an initia-
tive of the Royal Victorian Aero Club, 
introduces young people to the world of 
aviation.  It provides a meaningful flight 
experience for students aged 12-17 
who see their future in aviation.  Spend 
a Sunday morning at Moorabbin Airport 
and experience a free 20-30 minute 
scenic flight around Melbourne. For 
information and an application form, go 
to www.rvac.com.au/young-eagles.  
 
In addition, several organisations spon-
sor three Mobil Aviation Scholarships. 
They are open to those aged 17 to 25. 
Application forms are only available in 
person from the Royal Victorian Aero 
Club, First Avenue, Moorabbin Airport, 
Mentone (ph 9580 0088) or Coldstream 
Airfield, Killara Rd, Coldstream (ph 
9739 1406);  
Info:   www.flyingtraining.com.au 
Applications close:         31 July  
 

CHECK OUT LATROBE 
La Trobe University is running a holiday 
program called óExperience La Trobeô 
You will chose 3 hands-on workshops 
from over 40 sessions; take a tour or 
stay the night at the campus! A great 
way for Yr 10-12ôs and families to 
check out the University. 
When & Where:  30 June (Bundoora)  
                            3 July  
   (Albury-Wodonga)  
                            7 July (Bendigo) 
Contact: 
 www.latrobe.edu.au/experience 
Enquiries:   1300 135 045 
 
WHAT IF I DONôT GET A HIGH 

ENOUGH ENTER? 
Year 12 students who miss out on a 
university place have a number of op-
tions. One option is to study a diploma 
at Melbourne Institute of Business 
and Technology (MIBT). Upon suc-
cessful completion students are eligible 
for a place in second year of a Deakin 
University degree program (conditions 
apply). There are courses in com-
merce, computing, engineering, health 
sciences, management, media and 
communication and science.  MIBT is 
located at Deakin Melbourne campus in 
Burwood and Geelong. 
For information: www.mibt.vic.edu.au.  
In addition, Monash University offers a 
similar option at Monash College with 

courses in art & design, arts, business, 
e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  I T  ï s e e 
www.monash.edu.au/monashcollege 
There are various TAFE options which 
can lead on to university study if de-
sired.  Some independent colleges 
offers courses as well. Check these out 
in the careers room. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO STUDY IN 
QUEENSLAND? 

BOND, a private university (Gold 
Coast), is offering full-fee/part-fee 
scholarships to Australiaôs best and 
brightest.  They are designed to re-
ward/encourage Year 12 students who 
excel in academics, leadership and/or 
community service.  To learn more at-
tend an info session. 
When:   16 June 7pm 
Where:  Novotel 270 Collins St,  
  Melbourne 
Register:    www.bond.edu.au/events 
Contact:  07 5595 1067 or scholar 
  ships@bond.edu.au  
 
NEW DEGREES IN MARKETING AND 
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
La Trobe University is offering 2 new 
degrees in Marketing and Human Re-
source Management.  Career pros-
pects for studying Marketing: marketing 
communication, e-commerce and e-
marketing, market research, interna-
tional marketing, advertising and public 
relations.  Career Prospects for Human 
Resource Management: management, 
employee relations/industrial relations, 
compensation and benefits, recruiting 
and training. 
 

UNIVERSITY OF BALLARAT 
The University of Ballarat Vacation and 
Education Fair is being held on Wed 9 
Sept 2009.  If you are looking for vaca-
tion work and internships for over the 
summer holidays 2009/2010 then this 
event is for you! 
When:  9 Sept 12:30-2pm 
Booking: Online booking form  
  www.ballarat.edu.au 
 
 GAP YEAR WITH THE AUSTRALIAN 

DEFENCE FORCE 
Applications are now open! 

If you are in Year 12 make sure you get 
your application in early.  Information 
on the GAP YEAR can be found on the 
Defence Jobs Website:    
         www.defencejobs.com.au 
Contact::  Kate Mitchell Ph. 8633 5041 
 

Shelley Marolla 
CAREERS COORDINATOR 

 

       

     ASSISTANT PRINCIPALõS COLUMN 
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1.   All year 8 & 9 examinations will commence in week 7 of Term 2 on 5 June and continue into week 8. 
2.   All year 10 & 11 examinations  will commence in week 7 of Term 2 on 1 June and conclude on Thursday 4   
      June. 
3.   Year 12 examinations for those subjects with a Unit 3 exam, will occur on 9 and 10 June and the GAT will occur 

on Thursday 11 June for all students undertaking a Unit 3-4 sequence. 
 

In Years 8 ï 11, any student who misses an exam will be required to sit 
the exam in week 9 of term 2.  The day will be announced shortly. 
 
Full exam timetables will be published in the newsletter and distributed 
to students in week 6. 
At this stage students should be revising and preparing for exams in 
every subject.  
 

4.   All students in years 8 ï 10  have an examination in each subject. 
 
5.   Uniform must be worn to school each day.  All normal school rules  
      apply.  
 
6.   Check exam timetables carefully.  At all other times, students in Years 8 
ï 10 are to attend normal classes, including home group every morning. Year 11 students are required to attend 
only for their examinations. 

 
7.   Students are expected to line up prior to the exam in an orderly fashion.  No speaking is allowed once students 

have entered the exam room unless they have their hand up and are attended to by a teacher on duty.  
 
8.   Students are not allowed to borrow equipment from other students so, they need to be well prepared.  Students 

must bring their planner, pens and writing equipment and a calculator for Maths. 
 
9.   Students will not be allowed to leave the exam room until the end of the exam.  If students finish early, they 

should check their work thoroughly then wait quietly for the time to elapse. 
 
10. Students exited from exams for poor behaviour will receive a Coordinatorôs Detention and the exam paper will 
be cancelled.  During the coordinatorsô detention, students will be expected to complete the exam. 

 Students will receive UG (ungraded) for the exam on their report. 
 

Lynne Compston 
CURRICULUM AND COLLEGE ADMINISTRATOR 

 Yr 8        EXAM  TIMETABLE - Exam length = 1 session 

  Friday 5th June Tues 9th June Wed  10th June Thur 11th June 

 Session 1 

 

 Normal Class 
 

Normal Class Normal Class Normal Class 

Session 2 Yr  8 ENGLISH Yr 8 MATHS Yr 8 HUMANITIES Yr 8 ELEC/ WOODWORK 

Recess 

Session 3 Normal Class Normal Class Normal Class Normal Class 

Session 4  8 ITALIAN 8 SCIENCE 8 MUSIC/FOOD Normal Class 

 
Lunch 

 

Session 5  Normal Class  Normal Class  Normal Class  Normal Class 

Session 6 
8 PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION 

8 ART 8 HLTH/ TEXT  Normal Class 

 

EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  



 

EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  
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 Yr 9        EXAM  TIMETABLE - Exam length = 2 sessions 

  Friday 5th June Tues 9th June Wed  10th June Thur 11th June 

 Session 1 

ENGLISH  SCIENCE 

Block B electives   
DANCE            

ELECTRICAL                     
VIS COM         

WOOD 

Normal Class 

Session 2 

Recess 

Session 3 

Normal Class Normal Class Normal Class HUMANITIES 

Session 4 

Lunch 

Session 5 

Normal Class MATHS 
PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Block A Electives 
ELECTIVES 
CERAMICS  

DRAMA       
FOODðWFD          
WEB DESIGN 

Session 6 

 

EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  

Year 10 & 11 Exam Timetable June 1-4, 2009 
Monday 1/6 Tuesday 2/6 Wednesday 3/6 Thursday 4/6 

Session 1 & 2   

11 English   Block  E/A Block B No Yr 11 exam 

  11 Chemistry 11 General Maths   

  11 Food tech     

  
11 Visual Communica-
tion   All year 10 Maths 

10 Advanced English 11 VET Engineering 10 Australian History 10 Advanced Maths 

10 English 11 VET Electrical 10 Electrical  10 Maths 

  11 VET Textiles 10 Games 10 Functional Maths 

  
Normal 10 classes 

10 Visual 0ommunication   

  10 Dance   

Session 3 & 4 

Block A Block F Block C Block D 

11 Health 11 Biology 11 Business Management 11 Literature 

11 Information Technology 11 History 11 Music 11 Legal Studies 

11 VET Construction   11 Psychology 11 PE 

  10 Auto 11 Studio Arts 11 Physics 

10 Drama 10 AYBS   10 Art 

10 Web Design 10 Cont His 10 Chemistry/Physics 10 Biology 

10 English  Normal Class 10 Our World 10 Health 10 English Normal Class 

10 Adv Math Normal Class   10 Maths Normal  Class    10 Math Normal Class 

Session 5 & 6 

11 Media 

10 Normal Classes 

Practice GAT 

10 Normal Classes  
11 Math Methods All Unit 3/4 students 

10 Normal Classes 10 Normal Classes  



Students have made a positive start to the year and have adapted to the raised expectations of VCE study.   
 

Important Dates  ð  
Unit 1 & 2 Studies:  

Ý Mid-Year examinations for Year 11 students commence on Monday 1 June and continue until  
  Thursday 4 June. 

Ý An examination will be provided to each student. 
 

Unit 3 & 4 Studies:  
Ý Practice GAT ï will be held at the College on 3 June. 

 

June Examinations and GAT Timetable  

Each examination commences with a 15-minute reading period which is included in the times shown in the timetable. 

¶ Many students are taking advantage of after school classes, with particular thank-you to Mrs.  
  Johnston (Biology), Mr Trewin (History) and Ms. Radzminski (Studio Arts) for offering their time  
  to provide additional assistance. 

¶ A high achievers club is soon to be launched for Year 11 students.  See Mr. Trewin for details. 

¶ With the focus on Academic Achievement; students are required at school for the whole school day.  
Students are required to work in the Year 12 Study Centre when they have a study session.  This  

  includes Session 1&2 and 5&6. 
 

Mr. G. Drummond       Mrs. F. Johnston   Mr. N. Trewin    Ms. V. Kardamis 
Senior Sub School Leader     Year 12 Co-ordinator  Year 11 Co-ordinator  Student &  
SENIOR SCHOOL TEAM             Curriculum Services 

Tuesday 
9 June 

9:00 am ï 10:45 am 
Biology Exam 1 

11:45 am ï 1:30 pm 
Physics Exam 1 

2:45 pm ï 4:30 pm 
Accounting Exam 1 

Wednesday 
10 June 

9:00 am ï 10:45 am 
Psychology Exam 1 

11:45 am ï 1:30 pm 
Chemistry Exam 1 

2:45 pm ï 4:30 pm 
Environmental Science Exam 1 

Thursday 
11 June 

10:00 am ï 1:15 pm 
General Achievement Test (GAT) 

  

 

 

 

 EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  

       28th May, 2009 

YEAR 9 URBAN SURVIVAL CAMP UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all families who have promptly returned permission forms for the Year 9 Urban Survival Camp.   
Unfortunately fewer students than we originally expected will be attending the camp and consequently we have 
decided to change the arrangements for students not attending camp. 
 

All Year 9 students not attending camp will be expected to attend classes as 
nomal during the week 1 ï 5 June, 2009. 

 

The Year 9 Urban Survival Camp will now run as one group only, from Monday 1 June to Wednesday 3 June.  
All students who were originally attending Camp B (3-5 June) will now attend Camp A (1 - 3 June). 
 

Although it is disappointing that we need to make these late changes, we are looking forward to sharing a won-
derfully enriching and enjoyable urban experience with those students who are participating. 
 

Penny Alsop   -   Middle School Leader 

 

Sunbury Downs College 
óConfidence to Achieveô 

 Mitchellôs Lane, Sunbury, Vic. 3429     P.O. Box 625, Sunbury, Vic. 3429 
 Phone: (03) 9744 7366                Fax: (03) 9744 1604 
 Email:   sunbury.downs.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au 
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 EXAMINATIONS - SEMESTER 1, 2009  

 

OPEN DAY DATES 
 

 Sat 1 Aug  ï Monash Uni  
     (some campuses ï to be  
     advised) 
 

 Sun 2 Aug   ï    Monash Uni  
     (some campuses ï to be advised) 
 

 Sun 9 Aug   ï    Deakin Uni (Geelong)  
     RMIT Uni/TAFE 
     Gordon TAFE  

                    Victoria Uni/TAFE (Footscray) 
 

   Wed 12 Aug   ï    Australian College of Sports  
     Therapy (Melbourne) 
 

      Sat 15 Aug  ï    Holmesglen TAFE 
 

 Sun 16 Aug    ï  Aust. Catholic Uni (Melbourne) 
     Deakin Uni (Warrnambool) 
     La Trobe Uni (Bendigo) 
     Swinburne Uni/TAFE 
     Melbourne Uni 

                             Sunraysia TAFE (Swan Hill)  
    Photography Studies College 
    (Southbank) 
 

 Sun 23 Aug   ï  Box Hill TAFE 
     Deakin Uni (Melb) 
     La Trobe Uni (Albury/Wodonga) 
 

 Sun 30 Aug   ï  Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat) 
     Ballarat Uni  
     La Trobe Uni (Bundoora) 
 

  Sun 13/16 Sep ï   Australian College of Sports  
     Therapy (Melbourne) 
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COLLEGE  and COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

RESUMES   
 

2nd June 8.00 to 8.45am 

 
Breakfast Program is back in op-
eration and served in the Food 

Technology area.  We have found 
this program to be a great educa-
tion as skipping breakfast was the 
norm to many of our students.  We 
have sponsorships from local or-
ganisations who have kindly do-
nated towards our program since 
2005.  Without their sponsorship 
our program would not be in op-

eration.   
 

On the menu we have:   
Toasted cheese and ham sand-
wiches, spaghetti sandwiches, 
omelettes, muffins, crumpets,  

cereals and hot Milo.   
 

If any parents would like to donate 
towards our program please  
contact Ros Robertson at the  

College on 9744 7366. 

       COLLEGE  PRODUCTION   -   ¼GREASE½ 
 

Rehearsals are every Thursday after school between 3.30 ñ 5.30pm.   

Looking forward to seeing you all there!!!  

 

Grease Holiday Rehearsals  
Just a reminder to all cast members that we are having two  

rehearsals over the holidays ñyou need to check those dates on your 

schedules.   You are required to attend these rehearsals unless you 

see Ms Horton with a note from your parents.    

                      Ms. Vicky Horton  



 
                    

 SPORT S   NEWS   and   INFORMATION  
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Sunbury Downs College  
 

House Athletics Carnival  

-  2009 -  
 

The annual House Athletics Carnival was a great suc-
cess this year. The event was held at the Moonee Valley 
Athletics Track, a fantastic facility which catered for our 
ever growing student population.  The day was magnifi-
cent.  We were blessed with great weather and excellent 
student attendance and participation. 
Congratulations go to Jackson House who competed ex-
ceptionally well and were the eventual winners on the 
day.   Special thanks should go to all staff and student 
helpers who made the day enjoyable for all.  
 

Simon Clarke                   House Athletics Coordinator 

11stst
  11stst
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 SPORT S   NEWS   and   INFORMATION  

 

SPORTS   DATES   -  TERM 2 
 
Thursday 11 June:   8 Boys FootballðGisborneðSchool BusðAndrew Blackbourn 
 
Friday 19 June:   Senior Boys BasketballðBoardman StadiumðWalkðS. Aldridge & M. OôCallaghan 
    Senior Boys & Girls Table TennisðSunbury Downs CollegeðS. Lake  
 
Tuesday 23 June:  Intermediate Boys & Girls NetballðBoardman StadiumðWalkðS. Aldridge 
    Senior Boys & Inter Girls & Boys BadmintonðClarke Oval StadiumðJ. Harvey 

 
***N.B.  Students please check the Daily Bulletins at school for training. 

***If a sport does not appear e.g. Senior Boys & Girls Soccer it means there  
was not enough interest in that particular sport.  

 
 

Ms. Michelle Nugent 
SPORTS COORDINATOR 

MATCH  REPORTS   -  TERM 2 
 
JUNIOR GIRLS FOOTBALL 

Our Junior girls footballers did our school proud when versing Sunbury Secondary last Wednesday at Boardman Oval. 
The girls fought hard against a strong Sunbury line up going down by 8 goals.  Despite the score line it was a tough 
fought out second half with our girls tackling and marking abilities coming together nicely. Last year our Year 7s were 
defeated by over 24 goals in a one sided affair. This year was certainly an improvement. 
In the second and final match for the day Gisborne proved to be too strong. The girls were gracious in defeat and repre-
sented our school proudly. They are looking forward to playing together again next year. 
 
JUNIOR GIRLS  & INTERMEDIATE SOCCER 

Our girlôs team were defeated in both matches in trying conditions with extreme northerly winds. In 
their second game for the day they managed to score 2 goals to 1 and were dominating the game, 
however the opposition came back strongly winning 4 ï 2 in the second half. 
 
YEAR 8 

Our depleted Year 8 team had a lack of numbers due to injuries prior to the day. We had four Year 7 
girls step up and play in our Year 8 team. Thanks girls! The Year 8 team were a little underdone and 
lost both matches to stronger teams. 
 
YEAR 7 

Our Year 7 team, lining up with each other for the first time were a little overwhelmed when playing Gisborne. Gisborne 
managed to defeat our team 3-0. In the girls second match it came down to a nail biting penalty shoot-out!  Lisa Curran 
was the first to kick with a convincing dynamite goal. Then Kersha Cutajar saved a bullet kick for us to be up by one 
goal. Courtney then missed with a wayward kick however her team mates were behind her cheering and demonstrated 
sportsmanship to be proud of.  Next, their second kicker clipped the top bar, again missing. Still 1-0 our way.  Our third 
shooter was Maddy who kicked well but missed and this was repeated by our fourth kicker, Mackenzie Fermaner. Their 
third kicker scored. So it was now 1-1. Biting our nails, we stood there in the gusting wind. It came down to Merinda 
Lens, who was so eager she almost kicked before the referee blew his whistle. It was a goal! A great worm burning 
solid goal. Kersha now had the task of keeping the last goal. What a task for a girl in Year 7, with on lookers coming 
from all over! The last girl kicked, Kersha  stared her down creating nervousness which led to a clear miss.  A wonderful 
game and finish. 
 
In the Year 7s final game of the day, with that penalty shoot out win under their belt, they won convincingly against Bac-
chus Marsh 2-0.  
 
Mr Clarke and I were particularly proud of the way in which the girls conducted themselves on the day. It was a pleas-
ure, even with the wind gusting, to be out there with our students.  I would like to thank Max Santa Maria, Brendan Wil-
loughby and Ramy Khalil for umpiring and coaching on the day without complaint, despite being asked to do numerous 
tasks.  Thank you boys. 
 
I would also like to thank the support of all parents (Mr. & Mrs. Howard, Mrs. Hitchen & Ms. Hildred ï Payne) who were 
there to calm the coaches and cheer their children and other students in the team. 



CALENDAR 2009 -Term 2  

 

1/6 Year 10 & 11 Exams begin 
 
3/6 Practice GAT  
 
4/6 Family & friends Meetingð7.00pm 
 
5/6 Year 8 & 9 Exams begin   
 
8/6 Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 
 
12/6 Pupil Free Day 
 
25/6 Immunisationsð2nd visit  
 
26/6 End of Term 2 
 
 
13/7 Start Term 3 
 
18/9  End Term 3 
 
 
5/10 Start Term 4 
 
30/10 Immunisationsð3rd visit 
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PLEASE NOTE:   

 

§ Dates and events on this calendar are notional at this stage and may be subject 

to change.  Please check the calendar on the weekly newsletter regularly for 

confirmed dates. 

§ The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does 

not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  No responsibil-
ity is accepted for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or 

claims made by them. 

 

UNIFORM SALES  
 

 

Uniform orders can be made by phoning  
Stewartôs of Ivanhoe on 9499 1439.   
Collection of orders need to be made  
from the school uniform shop during  

opening hours.  
  

The Uniform Shop will be open on   
Monday 1st June, 3.30pmñ5pm. 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

CONTACT  DETAILS?  

Please notify Mrs. Margaret Walker at the College (9744 7366)   
of any changes you may have made ASAP.  Thank you. 

 

family& FRIENDS  
 

Greetings from the Sunbury Downs College Family and Friends. 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
óParents, friends and relatives of students meeting together in a friendly and informal environment.  Our aim is to sup-
port and assist the College, being a positive learning community enabling students to develop and reach their full po-
tential.ô 
 

Our third meeting for the year was held on Thursday 14th May.   ***NEXT MEETING 4TH JUNE AT 7.00PM. 
We thank Mr Brett Moore, Ms Mary Power and Mr Mike Lynch for their attendance and input. 
 
Items discussed on the night were: 
1: The Family & Friends Association has approved the following fund raising functions. Please keep an eye on the  
 Newsletter for invitations and confirmation of dates. 
  Sept ï School production catering and raffle Oct ï Car boot sale          Nov ï Shopping tour  

***All fundraising profits will go towards new lockers for Sunbury Downs College students.  
 
2: Mr Moore spoke of new funding for locker facilities. Different ways to help finance the new lockers for students were  
 discussed. 
 
3: The new Parent/Teacher Interview procedure was discussed.  Improvements to streamline the process were noted and 
 will be implemented for next time. 
 
4: The Debutante ball was discussed.  Recommendations to improve the organization procedures and implementation of, 
 were noted to be passed onto College Council for further discussion. 
 
  President:    Paul Eddy  Secretary:    Heather Odgers Treasurer:    Nicole Rawet  
 

***  New members are welcome.  Please come along, become more informed about the school  
and have an input into your child's school life and education.  




