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@Confidence to Achieved
Mission Statement

Vision: The College motto is O6Confidence t
In order to achieve this motto, the College has de
06The ongoing development of a |l earning community

mitted to a culture of participation and excellence based on mutual respect. This College
culture promotes personal growth leading to meaningful citizenship and successful path-
ways to further studies and employment through stu

Year 9 Maths is Chall
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Anthony Kraft-White - FUNDRAISING EVENT i page 13
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S53g Achievements in Science
~ g | Last year 2 students received a
F{@g 6Di stinctioné in the
® 5§ | ence Competition. This was more
4 gg or less the case in previous years. It
58; is compulsory for students in the
g.gg ACE program to sit the Australian
“ 22 | Maths and Science competitions.
© 25 | This year, a total of eight students
2 |received O6Distinctions
~ 2y . . .
3 2= | dent received a High Distinction.
> §E The Australian Science Competition
Wz | is a National competition. A student
5 W | who receives a High Distinction is in . :
3=
5. the top 1% of the country. Students -Inclinometer Readmg'
ow . .o . .
w =2 | who receive Distinctions are in the
25| 70% - 90% bracket of the country.
o T .
ggu_ Many _students received I N TH/ S | SSUEé
= _¥g 6Cr e di t-§@hb bfackét)%Con-
s ® 5 | gratulations to all students who par- Principal s Comment
Sé% ticipated in the competition. At our Assistant Principal 6s
> 24 next (’f‘%s_’etr_nblt'_es stuc(ljems hV\lljh'Ot' re- Year 8 Statewide Maths Games Day
% Za | ceived Distinctions and High Distinc- i
=25 | tions will be presented with awards vear 11 Legal Studies Visitor
“EZ P - - News from the Careers Room
7 § S | Congratulations to the following high : ,
m’@)f achievers in this - VCE Information Evening
9o _ - - Open Day Dates
< g %, | High Distinction: Year 12 GTAC Excursion
m E ; Cato Poynton Sports News & Information
N - Wl ~
° 2y | Distinction: “** EMA SEMESTER 2 /i DUE FRIDAY 7 AUGUST ***
au Mark Giles Community & College Notices
a0 Courtney Hildred-Payne Calendar
? Kerrie Howard ot FAMILY & FRIENDS
5
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VCE Information Night
VCE Information Night is being
held in the Flexible Learning
Centre next Tuesday 4 August
at 7:00pm. This is a particularly
informative presentation to par-
ents with children who are em-
barking on the Victorian Certifi-
cate of Education. | urge par-
ents and students to attend in
order to connect with the techni-
cal components and the Col-
|l egeds expectat
| look forward to your company
next Tuesday evening.

Subject Selection Grid
and Blocking
Increased enrolments at the
Year 7 level in recent years will
bring further opportunities to the
College. The subject selection
process for 2010 studies is
about to commence. Current
Year 8 students will be selecting
their electives for Year 9 in
2010. Choice and challenge are
an important part of the Middle
School program. The first part
of the VCE subject selection
process is subject information
coupled with the presentation of
a O6gridbo. A gr
shows a number of columns or
blocks. Subjects are grouped
together in these blocks. Stu-
dents (with parent authorisation)
prioritise their subject prefer-
ences in each block. This is
the initial subject selection proc-
ess. Course Counselling will be
provided to assist students and
families to come to terms with
the various pathways that are
available to students. If you
have any questions pertaining to
this process please do not hesi-
tate to contact the Middle Sub-
school Leader Mrs Penny Alsop,
the Senior Sub-school Leader
Mr Glenn Drummond and the
Careers / MIPs Coordinator Mrs
Shelley Marolla. Sunbury
Downs College provides an ar-
ray of subjects to cater for the

range of career paths available to stu-
dents. Sunbury Downs College is an
academic school. As Principal | am
committed to providing relevant path-
ways for all students. With this, | am
passionate about lifting student aspira-
tions commensurate with abilities.
Last year I
der my Principal leadership, the num-
ber of Sunbury Downs College stu-
dents selecting and accepting univer-
sity places wildl
from the recent data that this is al-
ready the case: The percentage of
stedants fronf thes Yeardl2 wlass of
2005 that enrolled in university was:
18%, 2006: 24%, 2007: 28% and
2008: 35%. At the same time, | will
continue to share in the celebration of
a student who successfully obtains an
apprenticeship with ongoing training
and opportunities for professional de-
velopment. Having said this, the Col-
lege will not permit a student to study
VCAL who has the ability to complete
VCE. It is our obligation to broaden
student so
school.

Strict Entry Expectations and
Guidelines to Senior School
Students will have to earn their place
to study in the Senior School. Over
the past couple of years we have in-
dredhised asir expectatmns lineregaxdhtd
subject selection counselling inter-
views. Students are expected to
come to their subject counselling inter-
view in attire fit for a job interview.
This year students will be expected to
present a Student Portfolio. The Stu-
dent Portfolio is a reflection of the stu-

dent 6s l earning
achievements. If students do not
demonstrate a preparedness for study
at the top end they will be required to
sit a re-interview. Success in VCE
comes to those who value learning,
take pride in their achievements and
honour the work. Entry into Senior
School is not a fait accompli. Further
details on these strict entry guidelines
into studies at the Senior School will
be presented to students and parents
by Mr Glenn Drummond, Senior
School Leader.

Strict Uniform Policy i
Cooperating with Teacher
Instructions and Corrections
Students will not be permitted with
getting away with breaking school
rules. Students who break these rules
will face consequences. Students

St at e dwha wear &n iténo of dress incornactly,

start the student i teacher relationship
off on a poor footing based on negativ-
ity. All staff are expected to enforce
whole schalspelidies.
say that staff unity on these issues is
excellent. Students who respond in-
appropriately to staff correction are
making matters worse and further con-
sequences apply. | must point out that
only a smal/l mi
things onbé6. As Prii
ted to retaining and building on the
successful elements of our College
that we have worked collectively to
achieve.

Student Attitudes to School
Survey Data

oppor t unStudenteopinion ris collectect in Mayy o

each year and sent to the Department.
The 2009 data has just arrived in
schools this week. The data reflects
very positively on the improvements
made by the school. Over the remain-
der of this term student forums will be
run at each year level involving all
tidmegroups. Sub-School Leadership
teams will be working with students to
discuss the following questions:

What does the data mean?
What is working well?

What further improvements can
be made?

rgi Wieasstrategies san be am-d
ployed?

™ e mp

The Principal Class will also be work-
ing with the SRC Cabinet to obtain
their insight into the data. Whilst the
school has been transformed there is
still plenty of important work that
needs to be done.

Please refer to the data on the follow-
ing pages which shows the dramatic
improvements at Sunbury Downs Col-

lege.
(Continued on page 5)
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2009 Whole School Data

Your school's Strengths and Weaknesses relative to all schools with Year 7-12 students*""

Improvement** .
First Second Third Fourth
quartile quartile quartile quartile
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8
T i
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g
E
§ Stimulating Learning
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a
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g
ﬁ Classroom Behaviour*™
=
@
= Student Safety™
E 1 1 1 ]
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
2006 Whole School Data
School means as percentage ranks*** plotted against all schools with Year 7-12 students
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an == %% See last pages for notes and "Guide to Interpretation”
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2009 Year 7 Data

Your school's Strengths and Weaknesses relative to all schools with Year 7 students**+

Improvement**
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quartile quartile quartile quartile
= Student Morale
‘T
2
3 ]
= Student Distress™
Teacher Effectivensss
Teacher Empathy
g
=
§ Stimulating Leamning
=]
-_§ School Connectedness
®
2
Student Motivation
Leaming Confidence
a
= Connectedness o Peers
5
E Classroom Behaviour*®
B
@
b] Student Safety™
5 1 1 1 1
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
2006 Year 7 Data
School means as percentage ranks*** plotted against all schools with Year 7 students
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An e ws See last pages for notes and "Guide to Interpretation”
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Parent Opinion Survey the survey in a thoughtful and con- &JaRERERERERARARARARARARARARABIRARIRES
Each year the Department of Edu- sidered manner. 23 %
cation conduct a Parent Opinion - 82
Survey in each Victorian govern- Over the last few years the follow- X
ment school. Parents are asked to ing school based initiatives have EP %
give their opinion on: occurred in response to listening to 82

E the quality of teaching parent feedback: s X
E academic rigour E The re-introduction of Home- %
E mgmgeneral school environ- g;%uk? Assembly (2006 feed- Experience life as an over-§
Ethe school 6s r & sEpamimations (B00& s s seas teenager during yourg

to customers E Follow up on Homework summer holidays! 5
E student reporting, and (2007) 82
E overall satisfaction with the E Better communication World Education Progran‘%

school.
Data collected from the survey is
published in
Report and informs decisions taken
by the College Council. In line with
government guidelines, the school
will survey around 15% of the Col-
|l egeobs parent
being randomly generated by the

our

p o p uténaytof expectatioms aacnass

through the Student Planner
(2007)

C Bdreht eligsatiéfactionAwitthe a
condition of the old toilets and
the current lockers (2006)

E The need for improved

teacher practice and consis-

>

the school (2006)

computer software. Approximately, E
40 families will receive the Parent
Opinion Survey form in the week
commencing Monday 17 August In recent years there has been a
2009. Completed surveys should significant increase in the percent-
be returned to the College by Fri- age of parents (from the random
day 28 August, 2009. | would ask sample) who have completed the
that parents who receive the sur- survey: 2006: 24%, 2008: 78%
vey to complete the questionnaire, completion. Parent input has risen
put it in the envelope provided, seal from 4™ percentile to 78" percen-
the envelope, write the name and tile. Once again if you are part of
year level of their child on the back the random sample, please take
of the envelope and return it to the the time to complete the survey.
school by the end of that week, Fri-
day 28 August, 2009. All question-
naires will remain sealed and for-
warded to the company that is con-
tracted to compile the data. Re-
sults of the survey will be available
in late October. If you are one of
the families chosen to participate in
the survey we urge you to com-
plete and return the survey as soon
as possible. The data is important
to the school, and will impact on
your childds education
Downs. The College Council, com-

prising of parents, staff and stu-

dents take seriously the data that is

generated and will spend a great

deal of time considering strategies

to address any areas of concern.

Please take the time to complete

Improved student discipline
(2006)

Until next week,

Brett Moore
PRINCIPAL

at Sunbur
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round of accepting application
for students to go to Germanygg
ltaly, Spain, France and Frenclgg
speaking Belgium this summer.

Lifelong memories i
friends!

Live with a host family, atten
an overseas school and ma
new friends from around th
world.

6Begin your e
with an open mind and hear
Dondt be afrai
world of unknown; you will begg
rewarded with more than yog&

t hought possi bRe.
- Chloe Sinclair went on a shertsg
term program to France in Nog&

lifelong

R 3R B Rk R AR AR IRER

SRBER

vember 2008 8

&

. :
Donot miss out B8 F

Request your information pac%

Go online www.wep.org.au or
call us for the cost of a local ca%
1300 884 733. g8At
Open Door Day: 15 August /%
12pmi 4pm

Meet WEP staff and returne
students to talk about your o
portunity to discover the worl
on a student exchange.

Ars

World Education Program
(WEP) Australia is a not-for-
profit student exchange or-
ganisation registered with the
Education Departments.

ORIRORIRIRIRIRIRIRIRIRIRTTIRTR
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Dear Parents,

Reminders

Mobile Phones and iPods 1 If
students choose to bring mobile
phones, iPods or other electrical
devices to school they should put
these devices into their bags/
pockets before entering the
school grounds, and either hand
it into the General Office for safe
keeping or store with their per-
sonal belongings. The Depart-
ment (DEECD) is not responsible
for students belongings. Stu-
dents are not permitted to take
any photos with a phone or cam-
era around the College without
the permission of a teacher. Stu-
dents found wusing mobile
phones/iPods/electronic devices
on the school grounds will have
them confiscated.

College Uniform
Transition

This is the final semester that
students are permitted to wear
uniform articles from the old uni-
form. Students who wear uni-
form articles from the old uniform
in 2010 will face consequences in
accordance with policy. A num-
ber of students currently in years
9-12 are wearing the new uniform
as parents have had to replace
items that have worn out or be-
come too small. The three items
that perhaps should be high-
lighted are:

E  White Polo Shirts i
only accepted till end of
20009.

mp

Jumper with Logos i

All jumpers will need to
carry the College logo from
2010.

E College Bag or Plain
Navy Blue Bag i

The one exception is the

College bag. There is

a six year phase in for this. In

2010 Year 7, 8 and 9 will be re

quired to have the College

bag or plain navy blue bag.

Parents who are experiencing
financial hardship are encour-
aged to contact the Principal or
me in readiness
whole school implementation of
the current uniform policy.

As always, if you would like to
discuss any of these issues
please contact me on 9744 7366.

Regards,

Mary Power
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

(0]

Year 8 Maths Games Day

On Wednesday 22 July, seven students from the
Year 8 ACE class were able to put their mathem:
ics skills to good use when they competed in t
thirteenth Statewide Mathematics Games Da
Students worked in teams to solve puzzles a
win games. Our students put in an excellent e

fort. Congratulations to:

Nathan Kelputis, Cato Poynton, Scott Puxley, Br
ony Shellnack, June Uili adédssica Wolsey

Sandra Carlyon
MATHEMATICS TEACHER

PhotoFrom Left to Right

Back Row: Cato Poynton, Josh Wallace,
Nathan Kelputis, Scott Puxley,

Front Row: Bryony Shellnack, Jessica Wolsey,

June Uili

Sunbury Down€ollege
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Year 11 Legal Studies Class has a surprise visitor...

Senior Constable Leigh Johnstmom the Sun-
bury Police visited the Yr 11 Legal Studies class
last week. The discussion was interesting and
educational. The stories Snr Leigh told us and
the games we played instilled in us the impor-
tance of the police force and being safe within
the community. He demonstrated the use of a
baton, pepper spray and explained the new
front line policing. He gave us an excellent in-
sight into the police force.

Rachel Muskett 11C

During this session students had the opportu-
nity to ask Snr Leigh questions about the Crimi-
nal Justice System and the role of the Police.
Students have been learning about this in class
and were enthused and excited when asked to
participate in activities conducted by Snr Con-
stable Leigh Johnson.

The Year 11 Legal Studies class of 2009 sin-
cerely thanks Snr Leigh for taking the time to
visit Sunbury Downs College.

Christine Milias
LEGAL STUDIES TEACHER

Sunbury Down€ollege 6Confidence to Achi ev e Bage7 Parent Newsletter No 21



News from the Careers Room

WANT TO GET INTO INFORMATION
AND COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY?

Then go to the ICT & Careers Expo.
From film, to finance, to pharmaceuti-
cals, employers are looking for people
with the right ICT skills. Technology is
everywhere, and so are careers in Infor-
mation and Communications Technol-

ogy.
When: 10am i 3pm,

Sat 1 August
Where: Melbourne High School

South Yarra
Information/tickets: FREE
www.ictweek.vitta.org.au

VCE & VET IT Student Exam
Preparation Day

Held at Melbourne University, this event
will provide students with strategies,
knowledge and techniques to success-
fully achieve in the 2009 VCE and VET
IT exams. Including an understanding
of content requirements and managing
study habits at only $35 per session,
this event is aimed at all senior IT stu-
dents.

See Shelley Marolla for more details.

EXPLORE A CAREER IN MARINE
SCIENCE AT MELBOURNE
AQUARIUM

Mel bour ne

Careers Day is a fantastic opportunity
for students to discover a range of ca-
reers in the field of marine science.
This is a unigque opportunity to hear
about everyday experiences from pro-
fessionals in the field.

ENGINEERING & SCIENCE EXPO
Want to know what a career in engi-
neering or Science can offer?

Want to know what study options are
available?

Find out at the VSSEC Engineering and
Science expo.

Where: Victorian Space Science
Education Centre at Strathmore Secon-
dary College. 400 Pascoe Vale Rd,
Strathmore.

When: Thursday 20™ August 2009
-07-27
Time: 1pm-5pm

Target Audience: Yr 10-12 students,
parents, general public.

Cost: FREE

For more information
WwWw.vssec.vic.edu.au

visit:

If you have any queries please contact
the Student Services Centre / Careers
Room at the College on 9744 7366.

Shelley Marolla
CAREERS COORDINATOR

Aquar i umosTUDENT SERVICESCERTRE €

Year 12 Biology

On Friday the 24th July, the Year 12 Biology class attended the Gene
Technology Access Centre in Parkville. The purpose of the visit was to
perform two different tasks: One was to cut up DNA using restriction en-
zymes and the other was to apply their genetic language and knowledge
to explore the inheritance of traits in corn. The tasks provided material for
the subsequent completion of two SACS. Another great aspect of visiting

GTAC is that the labo-
ratory tasks are guided
by a scientist mentor -
and students got a !F'
chance to talk to them

about the research they |
were undertaking. The
students will have come
away from the experi-
ence with much more
than just knowledge."

Fabiana
Johnston
BIOLOGY TEACHER

E

E

mp

mp

Sunbury Down€ollege
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Try the following:

HOW DO | GET
THE MOST OUT OF
OPEN DAYS?

Collect an Open Day timeta-
ble beforehand i from ca-
reers room or university/
TAFE websites (eg
www.monash.edu.au/
openday). Often lectures/
information sessions are held
on Open Days i be there at
the correct time.

Allow sufficient time for your
visit; two hours or so would
be wise.

Speak to staff about courses
that interest you. Write your
questions beforehand.
Speak to students studying
courses that interest you to
get their perspective.

Collect information/
brochures.

Does the course that inter-
ests you offer industry

placements or work experi-
ence?

Are there international
study opportunities with your
course?

Consider transport issues; is
the campus you are consider-
ing accessible from where
you live? How long will it take
to travel there? Will you need
accommodation?

Check out the environment
where you will be studying;
would you be happy studying
there for three or four years?
Consider the facilities of-
fered for your course com-
pared with other institutions.
Consider visiting a country
campus on Open Day, espe-
cially if you are concerned
that you might not obtain a
high enough ENTER for a
metropolitan campus. EN-
TEROS require
universities/campuses are
generally lower. They also
often offer more personal
assistance, accommodation
on site, and a different life-
style which will suit some
students.

Be aware that if you plan to
apply for a course involving
an interview/folio presenta-
tion as part of the application
process (eg design courses)
you may well be asked what
you found of interest about
the course at Open Day.

Attendance is vital.

Ac hi ev e Bage 8 Parent Newsletter No 21
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OPEN DAYS O0TERM 3

OPEN DAYSs Attending university and TAFE
Open Days is a great way to find out about them,
most are from 10.00am - 4.00pm.

ra

VCE PARENT o
INFORMATION i
EVENING ==
ra

4th August 2009 o
7.00pm ~n

ra
Sunbury Downs College will b
running an information eve-
ning regarding VCE course S
lection for 2010. Parents Wil
be given information includingges
the Senior School Handbook tg .\
prepare Year 10 students movp Yy
Ing into Year 11 in 2010. R
This information is vital forge
preparation for the Year 10w
Course Counselling Day on thae
10th August 2009. on

@
If you require further informa- ;¥
tion please contact Mrs Shelle
Marolla on 9744 7366.

ra
Shelley Marolla -n
CAREERS COODINATOR on
ra

A VAl VAl VAl Wl W Ve WAl VAl Wl W Wl

OPEN DAY DATES

Sat 1 Aug I

Sun 2 Aug T

Sun 9 Aug T

Wed 12 Aug i

Sat 15 Aug T
Sun 16 Aug 1T

Sun 23 Aug i

Sun 30 Aug 1

Sun 13/16 Sep 1

Monash University
Berwick, Gippsland, Parkville,
Peninsula campuses

Monash Uni University
Caulfield, Clayton

Deakin University
Geelong

RMIT University / TAFE
Gordon TAFE

Victoria University / TAFE
Footscray

Australian College of Sports
Therapy
Melbourne

Holmesglen TAFE

Australian Catholic University
Melbourne

Deakin University
Warrnambool

La Trobe University
Bendigo

Swinburne University / TAFE
Melbourne University

Sunraysia TAFE
Swan Hill

Photography Studies College
Southbank
Box Hill TAFE

Deakin University
Melbourne

La Trobe University
Albury/Wodonga

Australian Catholic University
Ballarat

Ballarat University

La Trobe University
Bundoora

Australian College of Sports
Therapy
Melbourne

SCHOOL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

EF High School Year exchange program is a fantastic opportunity for students aged 15-18 yrs old to broaden their
horizons.

Currently there is a special offer of an Early Booking Discount of $500 off the program fee! Any student wish-
ing to depart for a semester or full-year program from Aug 2010 will receive this fantastic discount. Offer ends Oct
2009. For more information see Shelley in the Student Services Centre or see www.ef.com/highschool.

Sunbury Down€ollege
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SPORTS NEWS and INFORMATION

ATHLETICS

The Western Zone Athletics will be held on 31 August at Moonee Valley Athletics Track (same venue as our
School Athletics Carnival). All permission forms should now have been returned to the General Office. If your child
is unable to compete please inform Ms. Nugent as soon as possible so that your child can be replaced by the set
emergency and so that the emergency has ample opportunity to participate.

All parents/guardians are welcome to attend this event. If you are available to assist on the day please inform Ms.
Nugent. Thank you for your continued support for sport at our school.

SPORTS DATESERM 3
3/8 Senior Girls Table Tennis
27/8 Year 7, 8 Boys & Girls Volleyball 2\ D
31/8  Section D Athletics oz
15/9 Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys Basketball

15/9 Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys & Girls Table Tennis

*** N.B. Students please check the Daily Bulletins at school for training.
*** |f a sport does not appear e.g. Senior Boys & Girls Soccer it means there was not enough interest in
that particular sport.

M.Nugent
SPORTS COORDINATOR

Education Maintenance Allowance
Instalment Two

The second instalment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is due from mid August onwards for those
parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT payment option on their application form at the start of the year.

Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application at the beginning of the year do not need to lodge another EMA
application to receive the second instalment EMA payment.

Parents/guardians who have chosen the cheque payment option will receive their payment from late August / early September.

Further information can be obtained from: www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatschool/ema/default.htm
Contact: School Office for application form and further information.

Key Dates:
Eligibility day - 13 July 2009

Parent applications close - 7 August 2009

Census day - 7 August 2009

EFT payments - Mid August 2009 onwards

Cheque payments - Late August / Early September 2009

Sunbury Down€&ollege 6Confidence to Achi ev e Bage 10 Parent Newsletter No
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COMMUNITY & COLLEGE NOTICES

NATIONAL
TREE DAY

Sunday 2 August 2009

Friends of Upper Moonee Ponds Creek
& Hume City Council

invite you, your family and friends to a
Community Planting morning at

Wright Street, Westmeadows

from 10am - 1pm followed by lunch.

E Lunch and refreshments will be pro-
vided.

All tools and materials will be provided
by

Hume City Council's Greening Program.
BYO sturdy shoes, hat, gloves and a
smile.

Tarnuk end of Wright St,

Westmeadows & follow the signs.
Melway: 5 G6

T mp [T

mp

Damien Harrison

Greening Officer

Sustainable Environment

Hume City Council

Tel: (03) 9205 2376

Mob: 0419 536 328

Email: damienh@hume.vic.gov.au

COLLEGE PRODUCTION 2009

Rehearsal for MONDAY 3rd August — will run from
3.30 to 4.30pm in Room 36 for the following

“:H *R 7R JH W-KWwhdlg cast required

4.30 to 5.00pm in Room 36 for the following
"6 XPPHU 1L JKDaViy Sandy, T - Birds,
Pink Ladies required

Rehearsals are every Thursday after school
between 3.30 3 5.30pm.
Looking forward to seeing you all there!!!

Ms. Vicky Horton
COLLEGE PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
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HOMEWORK CLUB

Homework Club is open
Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 3:20pm to
4:15pm. It is held in the
Library for all students to
study in a quiet environ- -
ment, whilst also having -
access to the Library re-
sources to complete pro-
jects.

Wendy Hurren
LIBRARY
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