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Education Support
(ES) Week

ES Week is an opportunity to
highlight the role ES staff
members play in our schools
and to acknowledge their con-
tributions. All staff in schools
work together as a team and
ES staff are a vital part of that
team working in incredibly di-
verse and essential roles.
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This week we pay tribute to our
hard working, loyal and high
calibre Education Support staff
who occupy various roles and
responsibilities across the Col-
lege including: General Office,
Integration, Literacy, Nu-
meracy, Food Technology, Ca-
reers /| MIPs, College Promo-
tions, Library support, Science
support, IT Technical support,
Sub-School Executive support
and Facilities Maintenance.
Our College would not be able
to operate as effectively if it
were not for the efforts of our
valuable Education Support
staff. Thank you to all Educa-
tional Support staff for their
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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENT

(Continued from pagt)

Senior School
Counselling Program

| was particularly impressed with the
maturity of Year 10 students who par-
ticipated
School transition program. Many proud
parents witnessed their son and daugh-
ter participating in the rites of passage
from Year 10 to VCE. The VCE is a
significant program that students and
families will be embarking on. The stu-
dents who presented this year showed
a readiness for the VCE. Thank you to
the staff members who contributed to
the program. Congratulations to Mrs
Shelley Marolla, Careers Coordinator
for her leadership of the program. Over
the next few weeks, students will be
confirming their subject choices for next
year. Please contact Shelley or the
Senior School Team if you have any
guestions or need extended support.

Year 9 into 10
Subject Selection Process

As a College we need to continue to
build our VCE results. An effective
ATAR Australian Tertiary Admissions
Ranking (formerly known as ENTER)
score can
prospects. For this reason | am encour-
aging the many capable Year 9 stu-
dents to choose a Unit 1 and 2 VCE
Study to be undertaken as a Year 10
student in 2009. When in Year 11, the
same student will be capable and ready
to take on a Unit 3 and 4 VCE Study. It
is normal practice that students under-
take 5 subjects in Year 12. The Unit
3/4 subject undertaken in Year 11 then
becomes a 6bonuséd

ATAR. Sunbury Downs College wishes
to provide students with opportunities,
choice and success. If you are a parent
of a Year 9 student with questions relat-
ing to VCE studies in Year 10, please
contact Mr Glenn Drummond or Shelley
Marolla. The State average for Year 10
students completing Year 11 VCE stud-
ies is approximately 40%. The percent-
age of Year 10 students completing
Unit 1 & 2 subjects this year is 22%
compared to 10% in 2007. The per-
centage of Year 11 students completing
Unit 3 & 4 subjects this year is 32%
compared to 13% in 2007. We are con-
tinuing to raise the bar and our expecta-
tions of students so that students can
achieve highly. Students are taking
advantage of the opportunities being
provided and continuing to meet the
increased expectations of the College

with enthusiasm.

Parent Opinion Survey
Each year the Department of Education

ness and student motivation have risen
considerably. This | am sure will trans-
late into improved student results in the
years ahead.

Data collected from the parent opinion
survey informs decisions taken by the
College Council. As | have said before

det er mi nd take many deeisionsd as Hrincipal r e

through the parent perspective prism.
Commencing Monday 24 August 2009,
approximately 40 families will receive
the Parent Opinion Survey form. Sur-
vey forms will be taken home by the
students of the randomly selected par-
ents. The random sample is computer
generated. Completed surveys should
be returned to the College by Friday 4
September, 2009. | would ask that par-

aedtsl who gecdive thé bueveyotw &m-a

plete the questionnaire, put it in the en-
velope provided, seal the envelope,
write the name and year level of their
child on the back of the envelope and
return it to the school by the end of that
week, Friday 4 September, 2009. All
guestionnaires will remain sealed and
forwarded to the company that is con-
tracted to compile the data. Results of
the survey will be available in late Octo-
ber. If you are one of the families cho-
sen to participate in the survey we urge
you to complete and return the survey
as soon as possible. The data is impor-
tant to the school, and will impact on

your chil dos educ
Downs. Please take the time to com-
plete the survey in a thoughtful and

considered manner.

In recent years there has been a signifi-

cant increase in the percentage of par-
ents (from the random sample) who
have completed the survey: 2006: 24%,
2008: 78% completion. Parent percep-

presented in the company of many ap-
preciative parents. | look forward to the
occasion and your continued support of
our assembly program, enhancing our
college culture of participation and re-
spect based on mutual respect.

Student Attitudes to School
Survey Data

The student survey data that was col-

lected in May this year has just arrived

in schools this week. The data reflects

very positively on the improvements

made by the school. Over the remain-

der of this term student forums will be

run at each year level involving all

homegroups. Sub-School Leadership

Teams will be working with students to

discuss the following questions:

I

What does the data mean?

What is working well?

What further improvements can be

made?

What strategies can be employed?

T [T [T —

m»

The Principal Class will also be working
with the SRC Cabinet to obtain their
insight into the data. Whilst the school
has been transformed there is still
plenty of important work that needs to
be done.

Until next week,

ati on at

Brett Moore
PRINCIPAL

Sunbury

Sunbury Down€ollege

6Confidence to

and Early Childhood Developmentcon- t i on of Oparent i "hpu
duct a Parent Opinion Survey in each percentile to 78" percentile. Parent
posi ti v e lVictoriamgovierhmest schamla Pérents Seerricoerpt i on of 06schoo
are asked to give their opinion on: risen from the 4™ percentile to 82™ per-
E the quality of teaching centil e. Parent per
E academic rigour has increased from the 5" percentile to
E the general school environment the 77" percentile. Parent opinion of
Ethe school 6s r es p behavibur reamagersent has risen dram
tomers the 3 percentile to the 54™ percentile.
E student reporting, and Once again if you are part of the ran-
E overall satisfaction with the school. dom sample, please take the time to
complete the survey. In anticipation,
In the Newsletter over the past couple thanks for your feedback.
of weeks, | have been sharing with you
the outstanding improvements in stu- Principal 6s Academi
dent attitudes to Sunbury Downs. Awards
There have been enormous improve- Our next College Assembly is on Mon-
ments in all areas, most notably stu- day 17 August at 12noon. Princ
dent s6 percepti on Adadeniice Bhdeaveur Aveafds wilt be v ¢
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S COLUMN

Dear Parents,

College Uniform
Transition

This is the final semester that students are permitted to
wear uniform articles from the old uniform. Students who
wear uniform articles from the old uniform in 2010 will face
consequences in accordance with policy. A number of stu-
dents currently in Years 9-12 are wearing the new uniform
as parents have had to replace items that have worn out or
become too small. The three items that perhaps should be
highlighted are:

1. White Polo Shirts 7 only accepted till end of 2009.

2. Jumper with Logos i All jumpers will need to carry the
College logo from 2010.

3. College Bag or Plain Navy Blue Bag i

The one exception is the College bag. There is a six year
phase in for this. In 2010 Year 7, 8 and 9 will be required to
have the College bag or plain navy blue bag.

Parents who are experiencing financial hardship are en-
couraged to contact the Principal or me in readiness for
next yeards whole school
form policy.

: g . .
i mplFement ati on

Uniform Reminders

College Spray Jacket i
The College Spray Jacket is to be worn in accordance with
the uniform requirements in the Student Planner:

0 S pr ay-ngvyabtud & red with white and black stripes,
shower proof; two third length, drawstring on waist: elastic
on sleeves. May be worn with regular uniform or with PE
uniform (not with PE Uniform to and from school from start
of 2008, not with PE Uniform during school when not in PE
Classes from start of 2008).

Some students have been bunching up the jacket by tying a
rubber band on the back.

| would appreciate your support, as always, by reinforcing
the need to wear the jacket in accordance with uniform re-
quirement. Students who do not comply with uniform re-
guirements will receive sanctions in accordance with Col-
lege Uniform Policy.

As always, if you would like to discuss any of these issues
please contact me on 9744 7366.

Regards

of the current

Mary Power
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Debating Team

This year our Debate Team has com-
peted in the DAV Inter-school Competi-
tion held at St Ber
sendon. The team competed in five
debates over the course of four months
on five separate Monday evenings. The
team was successful in two of the five
debates and Sunbury Downs College
was well known as a fierce and chal-
lenging competitor by other teams.

The team will be showcasing their skills
in the annual Teacher vs Student De-
bate to be held at the College on Friday
21 August at 12.45pm in room 36. Stu-
dents, teachers and parents are wel-
come to attend the event.

Miss Casey Ferris
DEBATING TEAM
COORDINATOR

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

Jarrod Bell, Rachel Muskett and Jessica Dunn

Sunbury Down€ollege 6Confi

dence to
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News from the Careers Room

INTERESTED IN DESIGN?
FREE Interior Design workshops will be
run at Whitehouse Institute of Design.
These one day workshops have been
developed to provide secondary school
students with an introduction to interior
design drawing techniques.

When: 5 and 12 September
Information:

enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au
or call 1300 551 433

DEFENCE FORCE RECRUITING
INFORMATION SESSION
Interested in joining the Army, Navy or
Air Force? This defence force recruiting
information session will be held in Sun-

bury on Thursday 4 September.

Lecture Theatre 9-109
Victoria University,
Sunbury Campus,

The Avenue & Circular Dir,
Sunbury

Where:

When: 6:30pm START

Thursday 4 September

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
INFORMATION DAYS

RMIT International Services is hosting
three half-day sessions for international
students. Representatives from a range
of areas will be available to answer
guestions. Find out about entrance re-
quirements, folio preparation, career
paths, pathway options, RMIT services,
students visa information, study abroad
and student exchange.

Where: Info Corner,
330 Swanston St,
Melbourne

When: 12.30 - 4.30pm

IT - Wednesday 9 September

Engineering - Thursday 10 September
Art, Design and Communication
- Thurs 27 September

Information: Joseph Dao
9925 5171
joseph.dao@rmit.edu.au

If you have any queries please contact
the Student Services Centre / Careers
Room at the College on 9744 7366.

Shelley Marolla
CAREERS COORDINATOR
STUDENT SERVICES CENTRE

YEAR 12 NEWS

APPLYING FOR COURSES FOR 20101 VTAC Guide 2010

The VTAC Guide 2010 has details of courses and how to apply and is
now available. Applications open on-line on Monday 3 August and
close Wednesday 30 September. The processing fee is $23 if you pay
by credit card or $31 if you have an invoice sent. You can apply after 30
September but it will cost $82. You can apply for up to 12 courses,
placed in order of most preferred to least preferred. Be sure to read the
Selection Mode and Extra Requirements for any course for which you
apply. You can change your preferences after you receive your results
on 14 December until 21 December.

SPECIAL ENTRY ACCESS SCHEME
Check out the Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) administered by
VTAC to see if any of the 10 categories apply to you (mature age, non-
English speaking background, indigenous Australian, family circum-
stances, socio-economic background, rural/isolated, under-represented
schools, women/men in under-represented disciplines, disability or
medical condition, refugee).

SCHOLARSHIPS
VTAC publishes A Guide to University Scholarships (copies in Ca-
reers Room). There are institutional Access and Equity Scholarships,
Commonwealth Scholarships and Merit Scholarships. Applications close
on 30 October 2009.

SWINBURNE PARENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION SESSIONS
Transition to tertiary education is a big step for students and parents.
These sessions willgiveap ar ent 6 s p errtree pransition frora
school to tertiary study, ast udent 6 s
study, information about entry, fees, scholarships, pathways, and a
chance to ask questions.

Where/When: All 6.30-7.30pm

Wednesday 2 September,

Swinburne Hawthorn

(TD building, room 121)

Wednesday 16 September,
Swinburne Lilydale

(Council Room, LA building)

Also sessions at Shepparton and Sale.
Information/registration:

www. swinburne.edu.au/openday/parents-information-evening

LIKE A SCHOLARSHIP IN 20107
The Institute of Quantity Surveyors is offering twenty $3,000 scholar-
ships for first year students in accredited quantity surveying courses.
What do they do? They work as part of a team of advisers estimating
and monitoring construction costs. After construction they may be
involved with tax depreciation, replacement cost estimation for insur-
ance purposes and, if necessary, mediation and arbitration.

Information on the program and about cadetships is at:
www.aigs.com.au/Publications/QuickDownloads/AlIQS%20Scholarship%
202009.pdf and at www.aigs.com.au/Publications/QuickDownloads/
AlQS%20Cadetship%202009.pdf and www.aigs.com.au

Sunbury Down€ollege
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OPEN DAYS OTERM 3

HOW DO | GET
THE MOST OUT OF
OPEN DAYS?

Try the following:

E Collect an Open Day timetable
beforehand 7 from careers room or
university/TAFE  websites  (eg
www.monash.edu.au/openday).
Often lectures/information sessions
are held on Open Days i be there
at the correct time.

Allow sufficient time for your visit;
two hours or so would be wise.
Speak to staff about courses that
interest you. Write your questions
beforehand.

m»

m»

E Speak to students studying
courses that interest you to get their
perspective.

E Collect information/brochures.

E Does the course that interests you
offer industry placements or work
experience?

E Are there international study op-
portunities with your course?

E Consider transport issues; is the
campus you are considering acces-
sible from where you live? How
long will it take to travel there? Will
you need accommodation?

E Check out the environment where
you will be studying; would you be
happy studying there for three or
four years?

E Consider the facilities offered for
your course compared with other
institutions.

E Consider visiting a country cam-
pus on Open Day, especially if you
are concerned that you might not
obtain a high enough ENTER for a
metropolitan
required for country universities/
campuses are generally lower.
They also often offer more personal
assistance, accommodation on site,
and a different lifestyle which will
suit some students.

E Be aware that if you plan to apply
for a course involving an interview/
folio presentation as part of the
application process (eg design
courses) you may well be asked
what you found of interest about the
course at Open Day.

Attendance is vital.

Sun 23 Aug 1

Sun 30 Aug 1T

Sun 13/16 Sep i

OPEN DAY DATES

Sat 15 Aug )
Sun 16 Aug i

Holmesglen TAFE

Australian Catholic University
Melbourne

Deakin University
Warrnambool

La Trobe University
Bendigo

Swinburne University / TAFE
Melbourne University

Sunraysia TAFE
Swan Hill

Photography Studies College
Southbank
Box Hill TAFE

Deakin University
Melbourne

La Trobe University
Albury/Wodonga

Australian Catholic University
Ballarat

Ballarat University

La Trobe University
Bundoora

Australian College of Sports
Therapy
Melbourne

Sunbury Down€ollege
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SPORTS NEWS and INFORMATION

ATHLETICS

The Western Zone Athletics will be held on 31 August at Moonee Valley Athletics Track (same venue as our
School Athletics Carnival). All permission forms should now have been returned to the General Office. If your child
is unable to compete please inform Ms. Nugent as soon as possible so that your child can be replaced by the set
emergency and so that the emergency has ample opportunity to participate.

All parents/guardians are welcome to attend this event. If you are available to assist on the day please inform Ms.
Nugent. Thank you for your continued support for sport at our school.

SPORTS DATESERM 3
27/8 Year 7, 8 Boys & Girls Volleyball

31/8 Section D Athletics

15/9 Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys Basketball

15/9 Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys & Girls Table Tennis

*** N.B. Students please check the Daily Bulletins at school for training.
*** |f a sport does not appear e.g. Senior Boys & Girls Soccer it means there was not enough interest in
that particular sport.

M.Nugent
SPORTS COORDINATOR

Do something special. Give blood!

Sunbury / Bulla Mobile Unit
Jack McKenzie Community Centre,
Green Street, BULLA

Monday 31st Aug: 1.30pmi 7.30pm
Tuesday 1st Sept: 1.30pri 7.30pm
Wednesday 2nd Sept: 1.30prm 7.30pm
Thursday 3rd Sept: 2.30pmi 7.30pm
Friday 4th Sept: 9.30ami 3.30pm

Start saving lives today by getting your staff interested in
group donation!

Appointments Essentialcall 13 14 95

Or emaildpallen@arcbs.redcross.org.au

Dedicated to saving lives!

Sunbury Down€&ollege 6Confidence to Achi evePage 6 Parent Newsletter No 2



COMMUNITY & COLLEGE NOTICES

COLLEGE PRODUCTION

REMINDER :
SATURDAY REHEARSALS
22nd AND 29th AUGUST

ALL MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE!!

Rehearsals are every Thursday
after school
between 3.30 @ 5.30pm.

Looking forward to
seeing you all there!!!

Ms. Vicky Horton
COLLEGE PRODUCTION
COORDINATOR

P SEPT u‘l' IBEI
*lﬁ[

2009

SPONSORSHIP...

Does anyone work in a nursery
or a business where plants are
sold? If so we would like to bor-
row some trees to decorate the
stage for our College Produc-

tion. It would be much appreci-
ated and acknowledgement of
the organisation will be included
in the Production program.
Please call Vicky Horton at the
College on 9744 7366.

family&
FRIENDS

Please leave contact details with the College General Office.

\///

‘JL\

SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE

Fundraising

DONATIONS REQUIRED
for the College Production

O Greasebd

Donations of goods, vouchers etc are required as
prizes for our College Production night raffles.

Helpers to sell food, drinks etc also required.
All assistance welcomed.

SHOPPING TOUR
i Saturday Nov 14"

Please see details on page 11. All welcome.

*** All fundraising profits
will go towards new lockers
for
Sunbury Downs College students

Sunbury Down€&ollege
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CALENDAR 2009 - Term 3

18/8 6 Coralined Movie (Y UNIFORM SALES
20/8  College Council Meeting.30pm

21/8 Labs on Legs (Year 7)
($2 & permission forms due: 19/8)
24/8  Year 12 HHDMelbourne Museum Excursio

Uniform orders can be made by ph¢
Stewartos of

($10 & permission forms due: 19/8 Collection of orders need to be m
2628/8 2009 Snow Camp from the school uniform shop duri
27/8 Year 7, 8 Boys & Girls Volleyball opening hours.
31/8 Western Zone Athletics ) )
31/811/9Year 7 to 10 BRAction Sports Centre The Uniform Shop will be open o
($10 & permission forms due: 10/8 Monday 17th August, 3.3@p&pm.

3/9 Family & Friends Meeting 7.00pm

15/9  Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys Basketball HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR

Year 7, 8 & Intermediate Boys & Girls CONTACT DETAILS?
_ o _Tab|e Tennis Please notify Mrs. Margaret Walker at the College (9744
18/9 Interim Report distribution of any changes you may have made ASAP. Thank yd
End Term 3
PLEASE NOTE:
5/10 Start Term 4 § Dates and events on this calendar are notional at this stage and may b
subject to change. Please check the calendar on the weekly newslette
59/10 Bogong Camp regularly for confirmed dates.

30/10 Immunisationd 3rd visit _ _
8 The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEE

does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. N
responsibility is accepted for the accuracy of information contained in
advertisements or claims made by them.

family& FRIENDS \\ ///

Greetings from the Sunbury Downs College Family and Friends. | \ -

i i SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE
Our Mission Statement:
6Parents, friends and relatives of students meeting togethdr
and assist the College, being a positive |l earning community e

Our fifth meeting for the year was held on Thursday 30" July.
We thank Mr Brett Moore, Ms Power and Ms Compston for their attendance and input.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday, 3 September at 7.00pm in the school staffroom.

Items discussed on the night were:
1: Discussion on the student survey data as per Newsletter 21, and the new locker areas.
2: Sports uniforms i funding has been approved, still awaiting new football jumpers - to be followed up.
3: Automotive area i discussion held on better using these facilities.
4: Lighting in the Gym and foyer area to be reviewed.
President: Paul Eddy Secretary: Heather Odgers Treasurer: Nicole Rawet

*** New members are welcome. Please come along, become more informed about the school
and have an input into your child's school life and education.

Sunbury Down€ollege 6Confidence to AchiPage8 @arent Newsletter No 23



Family & Friends
Fundraising Event

Come and join us on a day out shopping with -
Tartan Tours

Date: Saturday, 14 November 2009
Cost: $55 per adult, (adult is 25 years upwards)

$27.50 per student _
The cost includes a two course restaurant meal at the Castle Hotel, home 7

baked morning and afternoon teas, lollies and nibbles, iced water and shopping bags.

Itinerary :

The bus will pick up passengers from Gisborne and Sunbury as follows -
7.00am pickup from the service road in Aitken St, Gisborne.

7.30am pickup from Sunbury Downs College, Mitchells Lane, Sunbury

We will make our way to Melbourne and visit the following retail outlets:
Expected return to Sunbury is 6.45pm and Gisborne 7.00pm.

Arrive Depart
Five Star Direct 8.00am 8.40am
Siricco Leather 9.05am 9.35am
1999 9.50am 10.30am
Social Club Books 10.40am 11.10am
Converse 11.10am 11.40am
The Castle Hotel 12.00pm 12.50pm
Beaches 1.00pm 1.40pm
Lush Collection 1.50pm 2.20pm
Sweet Success 2.30pm 3.00pm
Coral Colours 3.05pm 3.35pm
Classica Kitchen & Giftware 3.45pm 4.15pm
Diana Ferrari 4.30pm 5.00pm
Toy Networx 5.20pm 6.00pm

DO PPPODPD PP DD PP DD PP DD PP DD DD PDDPD PP DD PD DD PP DD PP DD DD DPD DD PP DD PD DD DD
Family & Friends Shopping Tour Booking Form
To Book a Place please fill out the following and return to the College office with your
payment by 30th September . Please note if paying by cheque, make payments to Sunbury
Downs Secondary College.

Please supply the Names and Mobile contact number of people attending:

Name: Mobile:
Name: Mobile:
Please attach a list if there are more people attending.
Number of People @ $55.00 per head = $ .00 (Adults)
@ $27.50 per head = $ .00 (Full Time Students)

Total Amount Enclosed is: $ .00




SCHOOL NOTICES

In an effort to be more environmentally friendly our College
IS moving toward a paperless Newsletter.

Please complete the Reply slip below if you wish
to receive your Newsletter by email.

Newsletter Online 2009

Yes we would like to receive the Sunbury Downs College Newsletter by email.

Student Name: Form Student ID:
Student Name: Form Student ID:
Student Name: Form Student ID:

Par e kmdlAddress for Newsletter:

Parent/Guardian Signature
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