
  

 STOP PRESS:  Get your tickets now for óGreaseõ - September 9,10 and 11!  

  

NEWS
 

NEWS  

National Literacy & Numeracy 
Week 

National Literacy and Numeracy 
Week (NLNW) has been cele-
brated across Australia from 31 
August ï 4 September 2009.  The 
purpose of this week is to highlight 
the importance of building literacy 
and numeracy skills in students to 
support life-long learning. 
 
The Sunbury Downs Literacy 
Team led by Mrs Wendy Balassa 
and the Numeracy Team led by 
Mrs Kath Ryan have been running 
a number of activities during the 
course of the week to promote a 
love of words, numbers and to 
develop key competencies.  
Thank you to all staff and students 
for making a valuable contribution 
to the wider curriculum program. 
 
Science Talent Search Rocket 

Launch Activity 
The Rocket Launch activity is the 
finale of our Science Talent 
Search and has become a tradi-
tion at Sunbury Downs College. 
This year the event was delayed 
due to inclement weather. There 
were at least a dozen team entries 
to this yearôs final that occurred at 
lunchtime on Tuesday.  Many stu-
dents cheered and showed ap-
plause as rockets were propelled 
into the hemisphere.  Thank you 
to all staff and students involved in 
the program.  It was a lot of fun! 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Mission Statement 
 

Vision: The College motto is óConfidence to Achieveô.  
In order to achieve this motto, the College has developed an agreed ñMission Statementò: 
 
óThe ongoing development of a learning community of staff, students and parents com-
mitted to a culture of participation and excellence based on mutual respect.  This College 
culture promotes personal growth leading to meaningful citizenship and successful path-
ways to further studies and employment through studentsô academic success.ô   

  óConfidence to Achieveô 
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PRINCIPALôS  
COMMENT  

Science 

Takes  

Off!   
- report  

on  

page 2. 

http://www.sunburydowns.vic.edu.au/newsletter.pdf


Parent Opinion Survey 
Thank you to the many parents who have 
already completed and returned their 
Parent Opinion Surveys.  Please return 
your completed survey through your child 
to the relevant Sub-School Leader.  All 
parent opinion surveys are due back at 
the school on 4 September, 2009.  
 

Grounds Beautification 
The gardening bug is alive and well at 
Sunbury Downs.  This week year 7 stu-
dents in the ACE program were involved 
in planting their herb and vegetable gar-
den, the produce from which will be 
added to their products in Food Technol-
ogy. 
 

College Musical Production 
ñGreaseò starts next week; staff and stu-
dents have been heavily involved in the 
rehearsal program which included a sec-
ond consecutive Saturday rehearsal.  I 
am looking forward to the shows which 
promise to be an outstanding showcase 
of student and staff talent at Sunbury 
Downs College.   Thank you to all staff, 
students and parents who have made a 
positive contribution.  The high level of 
commitment is outstanding.  In anticipa-
tion, thank you to College community 
members who will attend our musical 
production to support the staff and stu-
dentsô endeavours. 
 

Snow Camp 
It was a pleasure being at Mt Buller with 
students and staff last week.  Conditions 
for skiing and snowboarding were excel-
lent.  We were fortunate to have 200mm 
of snow fall just before our arrival.  Once 
again, student behaviour and leadership 
was exceptional.  One of the pleasing 
elements of the Snow Camp last week 
was seeing students of different year lev-
els cooperate and support each other.  
Thank you to Mr Andrew Blackbourn 
and Ms Samantha Baldwin for their 
commitment and care.  Thank you to Ms 
Susan Aldridge for organising the de-
tails.   
 

Civics, Citizenship and Leadership 
At next Fridayôs assembly we will ac-
knowledge students across all levels for 
their contribution to the life of the College 
and the wider curriculum program.  The 
students who receive the Principalôs Citi-
zenship / Leadership awards are the 
óheart and soulô of the school.  The 
school would not be the same without the 
efforts and deeds of students. I look for-

(Continued from page 1) 
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  ASSISTANT PRINCIPALõS COLUMN 

ward once again to presenting these 
awards in the presence of supportive par-
ents and appreciative fellow students and 
staff.  The College assembly is divided 
into two halves ï Year 7 ï 9 and Year 10 
ï 12.  Students will sit in the chairs that 
are provided as part of the College Pro-
duction theatre set-up in the Gym.  An 
excerpt from the College Production will 
also be performed to all students.  The 
final College assembly in term 3 is an ex-
tremely rewarding and satisfying experi-
ence as we continue to see our school 
grow from strength to strength. 

 
Until next week, 

 
 
Brett Moore 
PRINCIPAL 

 

UNIVERSITY/

TAFE  

OPEN DAY 

DATES  

 
 

SUNDAY   

13th SEPTEMBER  

to  

WEDNESDAY  

16th SEPTEMBER  
  

Australian College of  
Sports Therapy 

     
Melbourne 

Finally the weather per-
mitted us to have our an-
nual rocket launch com-
petition at lunchtime on 
Tuesday 1 September. 
Year 11 & 12 Physics 
students and Year 7 ACE 
students put in an excel-
lent effort making and 
decorating their rockets in 
anticipation for today's 
launch. The rockets were 

connected to a power supply and with Mr Brett Moore and 
students beginning the countdown, the competition began. 
 
There were a number of 
winners on the day. Year 7 
ACE students Mark Giles 
and Anthony Mamalis won 
a prize for the most innova-
tive design, which included 
a fire extinguisher. Year 11 
students Troy Ciantar and 
Robbie Cutting won a prize 
for the highest launch. 
There was a draw for best 
overall launch between Year 11 students Nick Smith, Na-
than Kreyts and Brad O'Donnell. 
 
A very big thank you to Mr Brett Moore and all the Science 
staff for their assistance 
during the assembly and 
launch of the rockets. 
Congratulations to all stu-
dents involved. 
 

Ms Samantha Baldwin  
YEAR 11 PHYSICS 
TEACHER 
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Dear Parents, 

 

College Uniform Transition 
This is the final semester that students are permitted to 
wear uniform articles from the old uniform.  Students who 
wear uniform articles from the old uniform in 2010 will face 
consequences in accordance with policy.  A number of 
students currently in Years 9-12 are wearing the new uni-
form as parents have had to replace items that have worn 
out or become too small.  The three items that perhaps 
should be highlighted are: 
 

1.   White Polo Shirts ï only accepted till end of 2009. 
2. Jumper with Logos ï  all jumpers will need to 
 carry the College logo from 2010. 
3.   College Bag or Plain Navy Blue Bag ï  the one 
 exception is the College bag.  There is a six year 
 phase in for this.  In 2010 Year 7, 8 and 9 will be 
 required to have the College bag or plain navy blue 
 bag. 
 

Parents who are experiencing financial hardship are en-
couraged to contact the Principal or me in readiness for 
next yearôs whole school implementation of the current 
uniform policy. 
 

 

Students Leaving School Grounds  
Without Permission 

Students who leave the school grounds for any reason 
without having followed correct procedures will be sus-
pended. 
 
 

Attendance/Catch Up Classes 
 

Attendance Policy / Redemption 
In 2009 a Redemption clause has been introduced as part 
of the Collegeôs Student Attendance Policy.  
 
Students whose attendance falls below 90% will be re-
quired to attend an After School Catch Up Class Deten-
tion / Redemption Program.  One after school class will 
be equated to one percentage point of attendance.  Stu-
dents who fail to attend an assigned After School Catch 
Up Class Detention / Redemption Program will receive an 
óIn-Schoolô  Suspension.  Students who obtain three or 
more of the following sanctions: After School Catch Up 
Class Detention, Coordinatorôs Detention, Principalôs De-
tention in a week will receive an óIn-Schoolô Suspension. 

Students who are unable to bring their attendance back 
up above 90% will be required to attend school during the 
End of Year Activities Program. 
 
Similarly, Year 10 students whose attendance is below 
90% or have not kept up with Learning Outcomes will be 
required to attend school to make up missed time or work 
during Work Experience. Once requirements have been 
met students will be permitted to attend Work Experi-
ence.  
 
Absences must be covered by a medical certificate or 
they will need to be redeemed.  It is the parentsô re-
sponsibility to provide the College with the medical 
certificate for extended periods of illness. 
 
Students who go on extended ôStudy 
Leaveô (holidays) with parents during the school term 
must seek permission from the College Administra-
tion prior to students undertaking such holidays.  
(Permission sought in writing.) After the extended 
study leave has been negotiated / approved, the fam-
ily must ensure that all homework is completed in 
advance or on return or the absences will need to be 
redeemed.   

 
Catch Up Class Detentions  
Catch Up Class Detentions are held on Wednesday 
3:15pm - 4:00pm.  Changes to the scheduling of Catch Up 
Class Detentions can only be made after written notifica-
tion from parent/guardian has been received by the Assis-
tant Principal by lunchtime on the day of the Catch Up 
Class Detention. 
 
NOTE:  Students who do not attend Catch Up Class Deten-
tion will be suspended from school. 

 

  
As always, if you would like to discuss any of these issues 
please contact me on 9744 7366. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 

Mary Power 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
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Host Families Needed for Exchange Students  
We are hoping that you and your family are interested in the idea of choosing 
an exchange student to come and live with you for a half, one or even two 
semesters, sharing your lifestyle with a 15 -18 year old girl or boy from Italy, 
Germany, France, Belgium, Holland, Japan, Brazil...So if you can afford one 
extra at mealtimes, which is almost the only cost to you, have a spare bed 
and wish to make an overseas friend, possibly for life, I'd be very pleased to 
hear from you!  
Yours sincerely,  
Klaus Schumann  (03)97584279)          WEP Community Coordinator  
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Year 7E wish to acknowl-
edge the generous donation 
of vegetables, sugarcane 
mulch, vegetable fertilizer, 
tomato stakes, lemon and 
lime trees by Steven Weir of 
Jimôs Mowing. The Vegetable 
Garden is now on the way to 
becoming a great success 
and we thank you for your 
assistance in making this 
happen. 

 



 

News from the Careers Room  
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CHECK OUT MONASH  
UNIVERSITY 

Peninsula campus ï óExperience 
Monashô is a chance for Year 10-12ôs 
to see the campus and find out about 
studying there. Tour, speak to staff/
students, get course information, see 
facilities, learn about transition to uni-
versity.  
Courses:  Business, primary/early 
childhood education, nursing and 
midwifery, emergency health, physio-
therapy, occupational therapy, sport/
recreation. Morning tea/lunch pro-
vided. 
 
 When:  10am-2.30pm  
  29 September  
Where:  McMahons Rd  
  Frankston 
Program/Registration: 
www.monash.edu/study/events/
experience.  
 
Gippsland campus ï óUniversity 
Student for a Dayô will give a taste of 
what university is really like by being 
partnered with a current Monash stu-
dent studying in your field of interest. 
Attend a lecture or tutorial and ex-
plore the campus.  
 
When:  Tuesday 22 September  
  Wednesday 23 Septem-
ber  
  Thursday 24 September  
Where:  Monash Gippsland 
  Northways Rd 
  Churchill 
Information/Bookings: 
www.gippsland.monash.edu.au/
future/studentforday.html 

 
VET PROGRAMS IN EQUINE AND 

ANIMAL STUDIES  
 This is an exciting opportunity for 
secondary students to channel their 
passion for horses and animals in 
Vocational Education and Training. 
VET courses are open to students in 
Year 10,11 and 12. 
Information Session 1: 
When:  21 September 
Time:  6.00pm 
Where:  The National Institute for 
   Equine Education 
         Christensen Lane Cam-
pus  
  Wangaratta 
OR 
 
Information Session 2: 
When:  20 November 
Time:  5.00pm 

Where:  The National Institute for 
   Equine Education 
         Christensen Lane  
  Campus 
  Wangaratta 
More Information: 
Ph:   1300 00 6233 
Email:  enquiry@ncee.edu.au 
Web:   www.ncee.edu.au 
 

LA TROBE   TALK and TOUR 
Would you like to find out more about 
La Trobe? An introduction to the Bun-
doora Campus will be held in Sep-
tember.  Brochures with all the infor-
mation are available form the Student 
Services Centre. 
When:  Thursday 24 September 
Time:  9.30 - 12 noon  
 (with optional afternoon activi-
ties) 
Where:  La Trobe University 
  Bundoora campus 
 

DO YOU HAVE A FLAIR FOR  
DESIGN? 

Whitehouse Institute of Design are 
holding a FREE workshop in Septem-
ber. This one-day workshop is de-
signed to provide school students 
with an introductory to interior design 
drawing techniques. 
What:  FREE Interior Design 
   Workshop 
When:  5 and 12 September 
Enquiry/Email:  
enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au  
or Phone: 1300551433 
 
If you have any queries please con-
tact the Student Services Centre / 
Careers Room at the College on 
9744 7366. 
 
Shelley Marolla 
CAREERS COORDINATOR 
STUDENT SERVICES CENTRE 

ALL YEAR 12 STUDENTS 
 

NEW AND CANCELLED COURSES 
THROUGH VTAC ï New courses can be 
accredited after the VTAC Guide is 
printed. Also, others are cancelled. To 
check see: www.vtac.edu.au, go to 
Courses (left of screen), to new and can-
celled courses. E.g. Monash is now offer-
ing Bachelor. Arts (Global)/Science 
(code 28181) and Victorian Uni is offering 
Bachelor. Sport (Coaching), code 
80121. You can add these to your VTAC 
application if you wish. 
 

DEFERRING AT MELBOURNE AND 
ACU ï Melbourne and Australian Catho-
lic Universities are now allowing deferral 
for up to two years, as is Deakin Univer-
sity. Check out deferral policy for each 
university by reading their section in the 
VTAC Guide. It is not usually possible to 
defer a TAFE course ï apply again later 
as a NON Year 12. (NONY12) 
 

RMIT FOLIO COURSES IN HOLIDAYS 
ï intensive courses allowing you to ex-
pand skills and knowledge to apply to 
your folio and gain insights into future 
study options (fashion, 3D product de-
sign, visual/fine art, photography, multi-
media).  Enquiries: 9925 8111,  
e n q u i r i e s @ r m i t . e d u . a u  ; 
www.shortcourses.rmit.edu.au 
 

ACCESS MELBOURNE ï Melbourne 
University is committed to increasing 
numbers of students from educationally, 
financially or socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds enrolling in undergraduate 
programs. Access Melbourne is a spe-
cial entry and access scheme designed 
to increase participation of students from 
diverse backgrounds. Applications for 
Access Melbourne are made using the 
SEAS application on the VTAC website. 
Once you have submitted a VTAC course 
application you can access the SEAS 
application through MyInfo on the VTAC 
website. Students who apply for Access 
Melbourne will be considered for a Mel-
bourne Access Scholarship.  
 

DOXA CADETSHIP PROGRAM ï Think 
that university is beyond your reach? If 
you are socially or financially disadvan-
taged and offered a university place you 
may be eligible for a Doxa Cadetship 
which provides financial assistance, work 
experience, a mentor, book allowance 
and professional and personal develop-
ment. Application forms available at 
www.doxa.org.au or call 9328 8046. A 
project of the Doxa Youth Foundation.  

YEAR 12 REMINDER! 
All year 12ôs please make an 
appointment to see me in 
the Students Services Cen-
tre during your study ses-
sions to discuss your path-
way for next year.   
 
ALL VTAC APPLICATIONS 
MUST BE DONE BEFORE 
THE END OF TERM 3.  
Thank-you and well done to 
all students who have al-
ready submitted their appli-
cations. 

http://www.monash.edu/study/events/experience
http://www.monash.edu/study/events/experience
http://www.gippsland.monash.edu.au/future/studentforday.html
http://www.gippsland.monash.edu.au/future/studentforday.html
mailto:enquiry@ncee.edu.au
http://www.ncee.edu.au
mailto:enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
mailto:enquiries@rmit.edu.au
http://www.shortcourses.rmit.edu.au/
http://www.doxa.org.au/
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