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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
 

Welcome to the 2023 School Year. I hope that all of our community 
members are well and had a restful December/January vacation period 
with their families and friends.  
 

The College has commenced its Teaching and Learning Program for 2023 
with teachers and students settling in well for the start of the year.  
 

Staffing Update 
We welcome the following new staff to our school  
• Mr  Vankata Aluri – Maths/Science 
• Ms  Carmel Brown – Maths/Science 
• Ms  Tierney Carew – English/Year 11 Coordinator 
• Mr  Peter Clarke – Legal Studies/Humanities 
• Mr  Decklan Jessop – PE/HHD 
• Ms  Zoe Genco – English/PE/HHD 
• Ms  Dianna Lauria – English/Humanities/Year 8 Coordinator 
• Mr  Liam Menzies – Art/English 
• Ms  Lauren Sinderberry – VCE English 
• Ms  Barbara Trigg – T1 Leave vacancy Art 
• Mr  Jarrod Wolfe – Music 
• Ms  Melanie Hatch – Careers 
• Mr  Jim Millman – Brass Instrumental 
• Ms  Katherine Norris – Student Services Leader 
• Ms  Karen Riley - HeadStart program 
 

 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 1 March 2023 

   Important Dates 

 

• Monday 13 March 2023 
            Labour Day Public Holiday 

• Wednesday 15 March 2023 
            NAPLAN commences 

• Monday 20 March 2023 
            Year 7 Orientation Camp 

• Tuesday 21 March 2023 
            Harmony Day 

• Wednesday 29 March 2023 
            PIMS 11am - 7pm  
             - Not student free 

• Thursday 30 March 2023 
            WMR Swimming Carnival 

• Wednesday 5 April 2023 
            Curriculum Day – Student Free 

• Thursday 6 April 2023 
            Last Day Term 
            2.25pm Finish 
            Deb Ball 
  

SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    9744 0500 

A reminder to parents that when 
your student is absent to call the 
College Absence Line and leave 
the following information: 
⬧ Parent/Carer name 
⬧ Student name 
⬧ Home Group 
⬧ Reason: please give detail of  

absence 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 
 

Year 12 Retreat 
The Year 12 VCE retreat was conducted at Melbourne University from Wednesday 8 – Thursday 9 February 
2023. This was a well-attended event by both mainstream VCE and Vocational Major students. Study tips, 
goal setting, revision and administrative information was delivered to students who participated to help 
them prepare for a successful final year of study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole School Academic Assembly 
On Tuesday 31 January 2023 we conducted our first whole school assembly. We welcomed new staff, 
students and families as we commenced another productive school year. During the assembly we publicly 
acknowledged the achievements of the class of 2022 and presented certificates to the individual students 
who received the highest study score in each subject. We acknowledged and celebrated the achievements 
of Alice (Yixuan) Liu who obtained an ATAR of 94.5, excelling in maths subjects. She obtained a study score 
of 44 for maths methods and 43 for specialist maths. Alice came to Sunbury Downs College from China in 
2019 as a Year 9 international student. She has aspirations to become a doctor. 
 
Dean Ieremia, a former student and current Melbourne Storm player visited the College on this day and 
spoke to the students during the assembly about the importance of being successful at school, goal setting 
and self-discipline. He also delivered a message supporting and promoting our College values. 
 
Jesse Ramsay (class of 2022) and College co-captain addressed the assembly and also relayed a positive 
message linked to our College values of Respect, Resilience, Ambition and Community through the eyes of 
a successful student. 
 
College Photos 
Student photos were taken on Friday 3 February 2023. A second day was held on Tuesday 7 March to 
“catchup” students who were absent on the day and to complete Leadership/group photographs. 
 
Year 7 Meet & Greet Barbeque 
The Meet and Greet barbeque to welcome Year 7 students and families new to the school was held on 
Tuesday 21 February 2023.  
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Principal’s Report 
 
 
Swimming Carnival 
On Friday 17 February 2023 the College conducted a successful swimming carnival at the Sunbury 
Aquatics Centre. Congratulations to competitors and students from Evans House (Red) who were the 
successful house on the day. 
 
Federal MP Sam Rae visits Sunbury Downs College 
On Monday 20 February 2023, recently appointed Federal Member for Hawke, Mr Sam Rae MP visited 

Sunbury Downs College. This was an opportunity for him to view and walk through our College buildings, 

visit classrooms, speak with some staff and most importantly interact with our senior students who were 

outstanding ambassadors for the College. Following the tour of the College we discussed monetary grants 

available to schools “Schools Upgrade Fund” which supports equitable access to flexible learning for 

students and “Connecting Neighbourhoods” a one-off project that aims to improve community facilities 

and participation in physical activity by the community.   

College Council Nominations 2023 -2024 
We have finalised  the nomination and selection process to appoint a new School  Council for 2023 – 24.  I 

look forward to further developing the strong working partnership that we have created in recent times. 

We welcome the following parent members of the Sunbury Downs College Community to College Council;  

Ms Anita Federico, Ms Simone Hazelman, Ms Tanya Hennessy and Mr Dan Peters. We thank Mr Sean 

Bassett, Mr Neil Christie, Ms Cassandra Pieroni and Ms Natalie Harrison who return to College Council for 

another term.  We also welcome new staff and student members Ms Shobana Sebastian, Ms Nicollette 

Plakas, Bella Jackson (Year 10), Diya Ninan (Year 11) and Charlotte Le Guier (Year 12). Returning student 

members are Andrew Bracken (Year 12) and Prisha Maini (Year 11). 

 

Regards, 
 
Warwick Beynon 
Principal 

  
 

Mr Warwick Beynon | PRINCIPAL 
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Later Years 
 
 
Term 1, 2023 has seen our Later Years students return to SDC well-rested and with an enthusiastic attitude 
to their schooling.  Our Year 10 students have made the transition to Later Years seamlessly, embracing the 
responsibilities of experiencing the increased demands of Later Years students.  We would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate these students on this promising start as they begin their senior school journey 
alongside their Coordinator, Ms Barichievich. 
 
The Year 11 students have continued their impressive 2022 efforts into 2023, as they tackle the rigours and 
expectations of VCE/VCE VM.  This cohort of students have impressed their teachers and have already begun 
implementing excellent study habits and routines that will result in pleasing results.  We welcome back to 
the college Ms Carew, who has demonstrated excellent leadership qualities which will be vital in supporting 
this cohort of students as their Coordinator. 
 
Fantastic.  Brilliant.  Worthwhile.  Just some of the comments that our Year 12 students have used to 
describe the experiences that they were involved with during their recent Retreat.  Thank you to their 
Coordinator, Ms Plakas for her continued dedication in planning and facilitating this opportunity for her 
students.  Year 12 Coordinator, Ms Plakas has continued in her role with this cohort of students, and has 
made significant developments with them in the areas of resilience, belonging, respect and community. 
 
We wish all of our students (not just Later Years students), the best for 2023 and we will look forward to 
being a part of this wonderful journey with you.    
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Year 12 Retreat 
 
 
Year 12 Retreat, what an adventure it was!  It all began with chaotic confusion by some students who had 
a few challenges with the public transport system getting to our destination, which was the University of  
Melbourne.  
 
Once we arrived our day began with some speeches from our teachers and principals regarding what our 
year is going to consist of and how to manage it. We also had a special guest from Elevate named Lawson. 
I’m sure his goal setting techniques and his very large smile will stay in our minds for a while.  
 
It was then time to be assigned to our dorms which went rather smoothly (aside from a couple people 
leaving their keys in their rooms and getting locked out. I was a culprit of this). 
 
We then headed to the Night Market cramming the tram with 50 students. Some students decided to 
spend their time buying an arrangement of gifts, whilst others enjoyed the delicious street food and others 
simply admired the atmosphere.  Day one finished with a movie night or pool tournament, complemented 
with snacks and popcorn from Ms Plakas. 
 
Day two started with me forgetting to wake up and a poor attempt by students and Ms Plakas banging on 
my door hoping I would hear them, while others enjoyed their breakfast.  
 
We then cleaned our rooms and got ready for our final adventures which started with a guest speaker, Mr 
Scott Harris, telling us all about his amazing and inspiring story of his battle with brain damage. Mr Watson 
then gave his very amusing speech which made many students laugh.  
 
Our retreat finished with a wild scavenger hunt all over the city. Students were given a list of activities to 
complete and asked to use their imagination and photograph each completed activity for proof. Each 
group had an array of stories about their adventures, however, there was only one winner of the 
scavenger hunt and that was my group which consisted of Hauyi, Kael, Will, Ben, Robbie and myself who all 
contributed to our victory.  
 
This ended our adventure and we are all very thankful for the staff who managed to make the retreat such 
a success and an enjoyable time. 
 

By Michael Sparks Year 12B 
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Middle Years 
 
It is hard to believe we are already half way through Term 1 and the start of the academic year has flown 
by. This exciting start to the year has seen our new Year 7 students experiencing secondary school for the 
first time and Year 8 and 9 students are returning eager to experience and explore their new year levels. 
  
Term 1 has been extremely busy as it is every year with students settling into new classes, new subjects 
and meeting new teachers.  
  
It is gratifying to see Middle Years students embodying our College Values as they are Respectful, 
Resilient, Ambitious and supporting their Community from the first day of the year.  
  
Across the first five weeks it has been a pleasure to visit Year 8 and 9 classrooms and it is reassuring to 
see the students fully engaged in their studies.   
  
For our 2023 Year 7 cohort, Monday 30 January was a nerve racking but exciting day. Their first day of 
secondary school! Along with completing the logistics associated with starting at a new school, students 
completed a range of pastoral activities designed to help when meeting each other and developing their 
own Home Group identity.  
  
Over the coming weeks our Year 7 students will continue with their preparations for the exciting Year 7 
Camp to be held during week 8 at YMCA Lady Northcote Recreational Camp. The Year 8 and 9 cohort will 
receive information relating to their Year Level Camp and Urban Experience respectively.  
  
Although Term 1 has been busy and at times has presented its own challenges for our students, I am 
extremely proud of the calmness, maturity, resilience and true community spirit displayed by all Middle 
Years students.  
 
I look forward to seeing our students build on this strong start and continue to develop throughout 2023.  
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School Uniform Donations 
 

With the cooler weather approaching, SDC would like to ask our families for donations of good quality 
school uniforms that are no longer being worn.  In particular, we are seeking donations of softshell jackets, 
long pants, as well as other good quality uniform items that are no longer needed by families.  For further 
information please contact Mr Riedwaan Nassiep or Mr Dwayne Stojcevski.  Donations can be dropped off 
at the  front office. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Riedwaan Nassiep 
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Careers 
 

Career planning has started with a bang this year with many students having begun or completed Career 
Action Plans, Work Experience Planning and Careers appointments.   
 
This year we have Ms Melanie Hatch and Ms Jo Rains as our two Career Coordinators and students are 
encouraged to drop by and see them at recess and lunchtimes, Year 12s are able to make appointments 
during their  free sessions.  
 
Middle Years Career Action Plans are being rolled out in Terms 1 and 2 for all students in Years 7, 8 and 9. 
This is an introductory program which allows students to reflect on their interests, strengths and skills and 
start to develop a correlation between school and their post-secondary options.  Each student has a My 
Career Portfolio which they will use to input information about themselves and include relevant career 
information as this comes to hand. During this session students will also have the opportunity to study 
career resources helping them  to explore many career options.  We encourage families to look through 
this years plan with their student and have conversations about future pathways and goal setting in this 
area.  
 
The Year 10 Work Experience Program is held at the end of Term 2 from Monday 19 to Friday 23 June 
2023. This program allows students to gain experience in the workplace, and allows students to explore 
possible career options. It also allows them to increase their self-understanding, maturity, independence 
and self-confidence. We encourage all students to be actively searching for a placement so that you don’t 
miss out. Placements need to be secured and planning forms need to be submitted to Ms Hatch by the 
end of Term 1. If you are having trouble finding a placement please pop in to the Careers Office to seek 
assistance.  
 
Year 12s are currently having Careers Appointments with Ms Rains and starting to look at VTAC processes 
and pathways for next year, if you need any further support in this please contact Ms Rains. 
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Swimming Carnival 
 
On Friday 17 February 2023, our Swimming Carnival was held at the Sunbury Aquatic and Leisure Centre. 
Students enjoyed a hot day outside of the classrooms competing in various swimming events or cheering on 
their friends. Students who did not competitively swim on the day were involved in the House Volleyball 
Competition on the back lawn or in the smaller pool for a range of novelty events such as the wading relay 
and noodle races. Student relay teams took on the staff team but the staff were too strong and took out the 
win easily. Students were able to take part in a free swim which was the perfect end to a hot Summers day  
followed by the Year 12 cohort undertaking a fashion parade around the pool in their fancy dress. 
 
After tallying the results from all events on the day it was Evans who were the winning team. It’s been a long 

time between wins for Evans house so it was fantastic to see. Lilia Pendlebury the Evans Later Years House 

Captain gave a speech to thank her team for their victory before Mr Warwick Beynon presented the annual 

shield to Lilia and Middle Years Evans Captain Joel Keay.  

 

Overall Results 
• 1st    Evans         1070 points 
• 2nd   Mitchell     1044 points 
• 3rd    Jackson       996 points 
• 4th    Aitken         792 points 

 
Individual Age group Champions 

 
 

A big thank you to all staff and students who helped to make this year’s Swimming Carnival a success. I look 
forward to the Athletics Carnival on Thursday 11 May 2023. More information will be made available on 
Compass shortly.  
 

 

 

Age group Female Male 

Under 13 Aaliyah Phung Ethan Jackson & Chase Green 

Under 14 Hannah McSween & Isabelle 
Mogridge 

Zayne Gadsden 

Under 15 Charlotte Peters Dexter Phelan 

Under 16 Natasha Federico & Cyra Santos Ashley Hennessy 

Under 17 Lily Morgan Vinzcarl Javier 

Under 21 Lilia Pendlebury Andrew Bracken 

Susan Aldridge | HOUSE COORDINATOR 
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Swimming Carnival 
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Swimming Carnival 
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Sport 
 

 

It’s been a busy start to the year with a number of different sports ready for competition this 
term.  Interschool sporting events this term include swimming, tennis, cricket and volleyball.  
 
On Monday 6 February 2023 our Junior and Intermediate cricket teams went to John McMahon oval to 
represent the College, however were unsuccessful against the other local schools within the community. 
Well done to both teams who showed great enthusiasm and sportsmanship on the day.  
 
A number of lunchtime training sessions were held for both year levels which were very competitive and 
students were fortunate enough to showcase their skills and have the College Principal Mr Warwick 
Beynon join us with a cameo appearance.  
 
A special mention to Team Captains Nathan Hovey and Ethan Jackson for the Junior team and Antonio 
Alameh for the Intermediate team.  Also a big thanks to Antonio, Kush Tathed and Sandil Wijesooriya for 
coaching the Junior team and Declan O’Dononvan and Arnav Saxena for coaching the Intermediate team. 
They guided, supported and offered coaching advice to students with excellent maturity on the day. 
These students were all involved in umpiring and scoring with the guidance of Mr Merzel and Mr Jessop.  
 
We look forward to the swimming and tennis events going out next week who will be representing the 
College with their best efforts.   
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Hume Anthology 2022 
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Student Services 
 

 

 
Ms Katherine Norris has started at Sunbury Downs College as the Student Services Leader. 
Katherine’s background ranges from working with and supporting homeless youth, Youth and 
Adult Mental Health and working with children in out of home care. In her spare time, you will 
find Katherine in the garden or walking her dogs.  Please feel free to pop into Student Services to 
say hello. 
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ERC  
 

 
 
 
The ERC held a Library Lovers Month Competition where the winner wins a new book of their choice. 
 
 
 
 
The winning entry reads: 
 
What I love about the ERC is how it is a safe place for anyone 
and is a great learning place. The ERC was the first place I 
went to on day one in Year 7 and where I found my love of 
books.   
 
I would also like to thank the amazing people that work there 
and the ERC personally has a very big and kind community, so 
I hope this place will be a safe haven for everyone just like it 
was for me.  
By Riveen Randeniya Year 9E 
 
 
WELL DONE RIVEEN!!   Thank you for you kind words and I 
hope you enjoy the brand new book of your choice. 
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Year 7E Italian 
 

 

 
On Tuesday 14 February 2023, Year 7E had the very long task of writing out Computer use rules in Italian 
classes in their Italian books. The students then signed the agreement which they are holding up very 
proudly.  Well done 7E. 
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Mathematics & Numeracy 
 

International Maths Day  (IDM) – 14th March 
It’s International Maths Day on Tuesday 14  March 2023.  This year’s theme is “Maths for everyone”.  
There will be activities to do in class and at lunchtime.  If you have some ideas too, please see your maths 
teacher. 
 
IDM poster competition:  Can you make a meme or comic strip to communicate maths ideas?  See the 
ideas below and hand in your entries to your teacher of the Maths Office in the Grand Corridor. 
 
• Don’t use many words in your comic. Use drawings combined with mathematics (a universal 

language) so people worldwide can understand your comic. 
• Incorporate mathematical elements or ideas in the story, in the art, or even in the format of your 

comic. 
• You can write any type of story or idea you want. If you need ideas, remember that mathematics is 

much more than numbers!  Maths can be found in Geometrical shapes, patterns or sequences, 
formulas, tessellations, fractals, and many other things! 

   
Afterschool Maths Homework Club:  Mondays 3:30 – 4:30pm 
Venue:  Room 4A 
Every Monday afternoon from 3:30pm to 4:30pm students have 

the opportunity to take part in the Maths Homework Club.  All 

students, from Year 7 to 12 are invited to attend to gain valuable 

assistance with their class work, homework, exam preparation 

or anything related to Mathematics.  Our Maths teachers are 

once again providing their services.  There are no costs and no 

booking is required. 

  Mathematical Mindset: 

We have welcomed our students this term with a 

‘mathematical mindset’. Students are loving the new 

sign in the ERC which is reminding them that they 

can learn anything, and their mathematical 

intelligence develops as they learn more. Teachers 

are implementing these practices in classrooms.  

 
 

Maths Competitions: 
Students have achieved some very impressive results in these competitions over the years and honed their 
problem solving skills. The chance to compete with students outside their own classroom is also a benefit.  
 

We will be offering the following competitions this year: 
• Maths Olympiad (Years 7 and 8 students) 
• The Australian Mathematics Competition (open to students from Year 7 to 12)  
 

It has been seen time and time again that students participating every year perform much better in the 
their VCE exams.  Details will be provided in the next newsletter, or please contact your child’s maths 
teacher if you are interested in any of these. 
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Mathematics & Numeracy 

 

Chess Club: 
We are seeking expressions of interest to establish the SDC Chess Club.   
 
If you are keen please contact Mrs Jackson.                 (Photos from our 2sday 2022) 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helpful numeracy or mathematical fluency websites: 
• www.mathplayground.com     (games for addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, 

decimals, ratios, pre-algebra) 
• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  (game to practise multiplication, 

division, doubling and squaring skills) 
• https://www.mathsisfun.com/links/index.html  (maths content suitable for primary to VCE level) 
• www.khanacademy.org   (maths content suitable for all levels to VCE) 
 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding mathematics or numeracy please contact us. 
 
 
         Lauren.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au                      Himneet.kaur@education.vic.gov.au
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National Youth Science Forum 

 
 
 
 
From January 10 - 24  this year (during the school holidays) I attended the 
National Youth Science Forum Year 12 Program. It was a two-week annual 
program that includes students from all over Australia, with the aim of 
introducing enthusiastic students to Australian STEM industries, research 
and potential career pathways.  
 
The program included four days of in-person visits to local STEM facilities, 
with an additional 7 days of online events. My inclusion in the NYSF program 
was sponsored by the Sunbury Rotary Club. 
 
 

Highlights of the program include: 
• An online Q&A session with Dr Karl Kruszelnicki, the keynote speaker 
• Presentation by Dr Julian Garcia at Monash University about using AI models to combat climate 

change misinformation 
• Visit to the Harry Brooks Allen Museum of Anatomy and Pathology at the University of Melbourne 
• Drone piloting session at the Science Gallery Melbourne 
• Introduction to 3D printing session with Monash University’s High Powered Rocketry volunteer club 
• Q&A session with Adam Spencer 
• A Speed-meet session with STEM professionals at Monash University 
• A live tour of the Large Hadron Collider at CERN  
• Visit to the Victorian Space Science Education Centre, including a simulated drone mission to Mars  
• Operating the 64m Parkes radio telescope to observe the black hole in the centre of the Milky Way 
• The opportunity to record a podcast on a science topic, to be published on cosmosmagazine.com 
 
I enjoyed the program a lot. It was great to meet other students around Victoria who are interested in 
STEM, and the program definitely gave me a better idea about the wide variety of scientific career paths 
available in Australia. I would absolutely recommend it to any current Year 11 students interested in 
STEM! 
 
Thank you to the Sunbury Rotary Club for sponsoring me. 

By Lily Morgan 12A 
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Canteen 
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Canteen 
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Community News 
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