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SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2022 - STAFF ROOM 

Refreshments 6pm, Meeting 6:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
  

Attendees: Sean Bassett, Warwick Beynon, Joanne Diss, Natalie Harrison, Tanya Hennessy, 
Cassandra Pieroni, Shobana Sebastian, Susan Smith, Michael Watson 

 
College Captains: Jesse Ramsay, Claire Diss 
 
Student Members: Andrew Bracken, Prisha Maini 
 
Guest Attendance: Yonatan Anshtein, Jenny Corbett, Jodi McKenzie (minutes), Alisha Clarkson and Ella 

Williams (for item 12.1 – departed 6:52pm) 
 
Apologies:   Neil Christie, Simone Hazelman, Dan Peters 
 
Absent:    
 
Meeting Opened: 6:30pm 
 
 
1. Acknowledgement of Country (W. Beynon) 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Land on which we meet 
today, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation. We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.  
  
 

2. Attendance 
2.1. Present 
2.2. Apologies 
2.3. Confirmation of quorum 
2.4. Declaration – Conflict of interest 

Andrew Bracken declared a potential conflict of interest relating to Item 12.1 Year 11 School Formal 
Proposal 
 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
Motion: That the minutes of the 4 August 2022 meeting be moved by School Council as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
Moved: Jesse Ramsay  Seconded: Joanne Diss  Carried: All 
 

 
Item 12.1 was discussed at this point of the agenda to enable students to attend and then leave once 
discussion was complete. 
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4. Business arising 

4.1. Year 12 Jumpers 
Design for 2023 jumper has been finalised and ordering is moving ahead with a deadline for ordering 
in the first week of Term 4. W. Beynon thanked staff and students for the work involved. 

 
Action: Send artwork of Year 12 jumper design to members for their information only. 

 
 

5. Correspondence – IN 
5.1. Cr Jarrod Bell letter re Bus Shelter Seating, 26/8/2022 

 
5.2. Department of Transport email re installation of bus shelter seating, 31/8/2022 

 
 
6. Correspondence – OUT 

6.1. Email to Department of Transport confirming ownership of bus shelter seating, 1/9/2022 
 

6.2. Thank you letter to Josh Bull MP re bus shelter seating, 12/9/2022 
 

6.3. Thank you letter to Cr Jarrod Bell re bus shelter seating, 12/9/2022 
 

 
Motion: That all correspondence be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Sean Bassett  Seconded: Natalie Harrison  Carried: All 
 

 
7. President’s Report  

Deferred 
 
 

8. Principal’s Report 
The Principal welcomed members to the end of a very productive Term 3. Progress is underway planning 
for Term 4 and an exciting 2023 year. Enrolment enquiries are continuing at all year levels – some for an 
immediate start and others in preparation for the 2023 school year. 

There have been some terrific student achievements and performances this term inside and outside the 
classroom. Domain and subject based promotional events and curriculum incursions have engaged 
students at all year levels across the College. Careers, Science Week, Book Week, Maths competitions, 
sporting activities, College Production rehearsals, student wellbeing initiatives and promotional days, Fit to 
Drive, Wild Action Zoo, Professor Bunsen, chess tournaments, an excursion to the Immigration Museum 
and other extracurricular activities have encouraged students to engage with their learning, interact with 
staff and peers, continuing the work to re-establish the College value of Community. 

We are continuing to follow the advice provided by the Department of Health and Department of Education 
to always ensure that the health and wellbeing of our students, staff and wider community remains the 
highest priority. Arrangements for the ongoing distribution of Rapid Antigen Test kits will be reviewed as 
the term progresses. 

The College has received advice that COVID-19 isolation requirements have changed: 

Any student or staff member who tests positive to COVID-19 must now isolate for a minimum of 5 days 
instead of 7. If they are asymptomatic, they may return to school on day 6. If they are symptomatic, they 
must remain in isolation until day 7. If they have symptoms after 7 days, they are strongly advised to stay 
home until their symptoms have resolved. 

We thank the College Community for their support with following the health advice provided by the 
Department of Health. 
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Staff Professional Development – Berry Street   
On Monday 29 August 2022, staff participated in the second of four professional development training 
days to build the capacity of staff with implementing trauma informed practices to support improved 
teacher practice. Two additional Professional Development Days have been scheduled in 2023 for the 
training to continue. 
 
Staffing Update 
Following recruitment processes the current appointments/reappointments have been made for the 
remainder of semester two.  

 English/Hums - Paul Butler (0.5) replacing Lauren Kyte/Cornelia Elmelid 
 Italian – currently being covered by Romina Pimpini until the end of term. Readvertised for Term 4 

(Italian/English/EAL) 

 Graduate Science/Chem/Physics – Rachael Williams 
 Graduate Science/Chem/Biology/Numeracy 7 – 9 – Lachlan Senior 
 Leading Teacher – Feedback, Assessment and Reporting – panel in progress 
 Instrumental Flute – panel in progress 
 
Course Counselling and Subject selection 
Subject Selection and Course Counselling discussions are continuing with students currently in Year 10 in 
preparation for Year 11 2023 and students currently in Year 9 in preparation for Year 10 in 2023. 
 
School For Student Leadership 
On Friday 9 September 2023, W. Beynon & Riedwaan Nassiep visited students from Year 9 representing 
Sunbury Downs College at the Alpine School for Student Leadership – Snowy River Campus. 

The purpose of the visit was to be present and support our students as they presented their community 
learning project to their peers. Our team have collaborated together and communicated with support 
organisations to design a “self-care” package to show our appreciation towards local police officers for 
their work and commitment during COVID supporting our community. 

Our year 9 representatives are Bella Jackson, Tammy McMahon and Kashif Rizvi. They return at the end 
of this week to their families and will resume at Sunbury Downs College in Term 4. 

The Principal thanked members for their ongoing support of the College and wished them all a safe and 
enjoyable term break. 
 

 
9. Reports 

 
9.1. Finance/Facilities 

The 8 September 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
 

  
9.2. Education Sub-Committee 

The 8 September 2022 minutes were taken as read. S. Smith brought to the attention of 
members highlighted items in minutes regarding Year 11 Big Day Out being postponed. 
 
Year 12 Retreat 2023 is likely to increase in price from previous years, price unknown at this 
stage. Members were asked to provide an in-principle agreement supporting the cost increase 
to $250. 
 
Motion: That College Council endorse an in-principle agreement that the cost for the 
2023 Year 12 Retreat is likely to increase to $250 
 
Moved: Claire Diss  Seconded: Andrew Bracken  Carried: All 
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9.3. Occupational Health and Safety Committee 
The 5 August 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
 

 
9.4. Student Representative Council 

The Student Voice Report was deferred. 
 

 
9.5. Chaplaincy Report  

The Chaplaincy Report was taken as read. 
 

 
Motion: That all above reports be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Susan Smith  Seconded: Joanne Diss  Carried: All 

 
 
10. Child Safe Standards 

Nil 
 
 
11. Policies  

M. Watson advised that the Emergency Management Plan was submitted on 1 September 2022. Soon 
after we were advised of changes in relation to minor amendments made after that date in relation to 
process around advising international students. These changes were made. 
 
 

12. General Business  
12.1. Year 11 School Formal Proposal (Ella Williams & Alisha Clarkson) 

The Principal welcomed the students to the meeting. E. Williams and A. Clarkson presented 
their presentation to College Council. Several Council Members complimented the students 
on their proposal and acknowledged the work that had gone into it. Some concerns from 
Council Members regarding costing/budget, food handling, working with children checks, 
cleaning, security, first aid and potential damage to school property (high heels on gym floor, 
for example) as well as concerns regarding other school events around the dates proposed. 
The Principal thanked the students for their time and for presenting the proposal to College 
Council after which E. Williams and A. Clarkson left the meeting at 6:52pm. 
 
Discussion was held between all members, suggestion of combining Year 10 Formal with 
Year 11 cohort as a one time only event. Members thought this was a good solution. W. 
Beynon to discuss with Year 11 students on Friday 16 September 2022. 
 
 

Motion: That College Council endorses the combined Year 10/Year 11 Formal to be held at 
Luxor on Thursday 1 December 2022. 

 
Moved: Cassandra Pieroni Seconded: Andrew Bracken  Carried: All 

 
 

12.2. Fundraising – Olivia Newton-John Cancer Wellness & Research Centre (Prisha Maini & 
Yonatan Anshtein) 
 
Y. Anshtein spoke to members regarding the connection between the upcoming College 
Production of Grease the Musical and the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Wellness & Research 
Centre, suggesting that 10% of ticket sales to go towards supporting this charity. Rather than 
a percentage of sales, J. Corbett suggested a dollar amount once takings from Production had 
been counted as it was important for the College to cover its costs as much as possible. 
 

Motion: That College Council endorse the recommendation that fundraising from Grease the 
Musical be linked to the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Wellness & Research Centre. Dollar value 
to be determined after takings have been finalised. 

 
Moved: Claire Diss  Seconded: Cassandra Pieroni  Carried: All 
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Meeting Closed: 7:55pm 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday 8 December 2022, refreshments 6pm, meeting 6:30pm 
 


