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SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER 2022 - STAFF ROOM 

Refreshments 6pm, Meeting 6:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
  

Attendees: Sean Bassett, Warwick Beynon, Neil Christie, Joanne Diss, Natalie Harrison, Simone 
Hazelman, Tanya Hennessy, Dan Peters, Cassandra Pieroni, Shobana Sebastian, 
Susan Smith, Michael Watson 

 
College Captains: Jesse Ramsay, Claire Diss 
 
Student Members: Yonatan Anshtein, Andrew Bracken 
 
Guest Attendance: Prisha Maini, Jenny Corbett, Jodi McKenzie (minutes) 
 
Apologies:   Yonatan Anshtein 
 
Absent:   Dan Peters 
 
Meeting Opened: 6:35pm 
 
 
1. Acknowledgement of Country (W. Beynon) 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Land on which we meet 
today, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation. We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.  
  
 

2. Attendance 
2.1. Present 
2.2. Apologies 
2.3. Confirmation of quorum 
2.4. Declaration – Conflict of interest 

 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
Motion: That the minutes of the 15 September 2022 meeting be moved by School Council as a true 
and accurate record. 
 
Moved: Sean Bassett  Seconded: Tanya Hennessy   Carried: All 
 

 
4. Business arising 

Nil 
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5. Correspondence – IN 

5.1. Sunbury Sub-branch RSL invitation to Remembrance Day Service, dated 11/10/22 
 

 
5.2. Holy Trinity Primary Community Fun Day 25/11/22, dated 21/10/22 
 

 
5.3. Victorian School Building Authority email re Bathroom Upgrade, dated 24/10/22 

 
 

6. Correspondence – OUT 
Nil 
 
Motion: That all correspondence be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Andrew Bracken  Seconded: Simone Hazelman   Carried: All 
 

 
7. President’s Report 

The President thanked and congratulated the outgoing Captains for their hard work not only on College 
Council but for the Year Level. Thanks were given to all staff and students who were involved in the 
musical production of Grease the Musical which showcased the many talents of students involved. Year 
12 students did themselves and the College proud at the recent Valedictory evening. Year 11 and 12 
students doing exams were wished the best of luck. 
 
 

8. Principal’s Report 
We have welcomed all students and staff back for the commencement of the Term 4 teaching and 
learning program.  
 
We congratulate the Year 12 class of 2022 on reaching the end of their formal secondary schooling. We 
extend our support at this time to the cohort and encourage all the Year 12 students to continue remaining 
positive and perform the best they can during their examinations.  
 
Year 11 students are currently completing their end of semester work tasks in class and their 
examinations will commence next week from 2 November 2022. 
 
College Production - Grease the Musical 
Cast and crew are to be congratulated on the staging of this year’s College production – Grease the 
Musical. Highly entertaining, humorous and a terrific way once again to showcase the amazing talents of 
students and staff at our College. 
 
I have received terrific feedback from primary school principals whose students’ attended matinee shows. 
A cast of 20 have delivered a great spectacle. Congratulations.  
 
Year 12 Valedictory Dinner/Celebration Day  
Recently we acknowledged the end of the teaching and learning program for Year 12 students. A whole 
school Celebration Day Assembly with students from all year levels was held and we publicly 
acknowledged and recognised their achievement. The maturity and understanding demonstrated by all 
students on this day allowed for us to celebrate and showcase the journey of this cohort in a symbolic 
way. 
 
A successful Valedictory Dinner/Graduation night was held at Lakeside Banquet and Reception Centre on 
Friday 14 November. The graduating class of 2022 received graduation medallions and certificates, with 
immediate family members enjoying this great occasion. 
 
Victorian Academy of Teaching and Excellence 
On Wednesday 19 October we had visitors to the College from the Victorian Academy of Teaching and 
Leadership (formerly Bastow Institute). This organisation has responsibility for developing and delivering 
high quality professional learning programs for teachers, leaders and principals. The purpose of the visit 
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was to spend time observing classes and talking with staff about the learning needs of students and the 
demands of current teaching practice. 
 
Project 22 
Mathematics and Numeracy teachers from Sunbury Downs College and Sunbury Primary School are 
collaborating in a community of practice. The aim is to improve teaching capacity in the middle years in the 
subject area of mathematics and numeracy. Curriculum development, resource sharing, teaching 
pedagogy and classroom observations are important components of the learning project. Student 
transitions and school partnership development are also being further strengthened.  

 
Australian Mathematics Competition 
The AMC (Australian Maths competition) results for 2022 have been received by the College. Some 
excellent results have been achieved again this year.  Students who scored a credit (21), or above (9), 
have excelled.  There was one high distinction awarded this year – to Joel Linard of 8E. His results were 
outstanding, placing him in the top 2.5%.  
 
International Competitions and Assessments for Science 
The results for the recent ICAS Science test have come in. Across 69 students participating, 2 were 
awarded Distinctions (27 and 29 out of 40 respectively), 11 Credits, 1 Merit and 55 Participation 
Certificates.  
 
Awards Assembly 
Planning and preparations are underway for the annual awards assembly. This will be conducted “in 
person” on Thursday 24 November. An additional level of awards have been added to the program this 
year to reflect and acknowledge our College Values. 
 
Student Leadership 
Congratulations to the recently appointed student College Captaincy teams for 2023.  
The Later Years Senior College Captains are Andrew Bracken and Charlotte Le Guier. The Vice 
Captains are Robbie Sparks and Michael Sparks. 
 
The selection process to determine the Middle Years Captains concluded on Thursday 27 October. 
Successful applicants will be informed on Friday and an announcement will be communicated to the whole 
school via Compass.  
 
MUSE Evening (Arts Week – Monday 17 – Friday 21 October 2022) 
Last week was Arts week at the College. A highlight of this week was MUSE evening, an opportunity for 
our Year 12 students to showcase their talents to the broader community. Artworks and 3 dimensional 
pieces are on display in our gallery space until the end of this week. Congratulations to all students who 
have produced remarkable pieces of work. 
 
Staffing – 2022 
We welcome the following ongoing staff to the College for 2023.  
 
 Ms. Lauren Sinderberry (Senior English) 
 Mrs Andrea Nassiep (English/Humanities) 
 
The following staff are leaving the College at the end of 2021: 
 
 Mr Sui So, Ms Megan Thomas and Ms Nadine Gleeson  
 
Workforce planning and preparation continues in readiness for the 2023 academic year.  
 

 
9. Reports 

 
9.1. Finance/Facilities 

The 20 October 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
 

  
9.2. Education Sub-Committee 

The 20 October 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
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9.3. Occupational Health and Safety Committee 
The 15 September 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
 

 
9.4. Student Representative Council 

The Student Voice Report was taken as read. 
C. Diss reported the following amounts were raised so far in 2022: 
$1350 – Royal Children’s Hospital  
$450 – Red Cross 
$650 – Footy Colour Kids for Cancer  
 
There will be an additional BBQ & casual clothes day on 18 November 2022 with the funds 
going towards SES and UCareBlu with any remaining funds to go to the Chaplaincy Program.  
 
The UCareBlu Community Learning Project is being conducted by the students who attended 
the School for Student Leadership. They chose this charity as they wanted to acknowledge 
local police officers for the care they have taken of the community particularly throughout 
COVID. Suggest each year level brings specific items rather than cash as this will be easier 
logistically. 

 
 

9.5. Chaplaincy Report  
The Chaplaincy Report was taken as read. 
W. Beynon advised that he received personal email from the presenter of the Love Bites 
program telling him that SDC is the best school she has ever been able to present to. The 
email from the presenter has been put onto the testimonials page on the website. 
 

 
Motion: That all above reports be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Jo Diss    Seconded: Claire Diss   Carried: All 

 
 
10. Child Safe Standards 

Emergency Management Plan was finalised today with minor changes regarding international students. 
 
 
11. Policies  

11.1. Attendance Policy 
 

 
11.2. Homework Policy  
 
Motion: That the above policies be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Andrew Bracken  Seconded: Claire Diss   Carried: 
 
 

12. General Business  
12.1. Fundraising from Grease the Musical 

$475 was raised towards the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Wellness & Research Centre over 
three shows, the College will top up this amount to $500. 
 

 
Meeting Closed: 7:04pm 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday 8 December 2022, refreshments 6pm, meeting 6:30pm 
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2022 MEETING SCHEDULE 

  Time  Nov 

Finance & Facilities  4:00‐5:00  6 Dec 

Education Sub‐
Committee 

5:00‐6:00  1 Dec 

OH&S  2:00‐3:00  8 Dec 

College Council  6:00‐7:30  8 Dec 

 
 


