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Accelerated Curriculum & Enrichment 
Vision 

To create a supportive learning environment that caters to the special learning 
and wellbeing needs of high-ability students with a  strong work ethic. 

To accelerate students through the Victorian Curriculum, and into early 
commencement of VCE studies, based on their individual learning strengths. 

To enrich students’ education through deeper inquiry within the curriculum 
and by providing a suite of extra-curricular pursuits, including a rich musical 
education. 

To cultivate ambition for personal excellence in all pursuits by developing a 
growth mindset, resilience, and reflective practice. 

To foster critical and creative thinking, organisation, problem-solving, ethical 
judgement, and the social and intercultural skills necessary for success and 
happiness in our 21st-century society. 

Is the ACE Program suitable for my child? 
Is your child bright and intellectually inquisitive? 

Does your child demonstrate a strong work ethic at school? 

Are you looking for a learning environment in which your child will thrive?  

Do you want your child to be surrounded by like-minded classmates? 

Are you seeking a college at which your child will excel in their studies?  

If your answer to these questions is ‘yes’, then you should register your 
interest in our ACE program. 

What are the expectations of ACE 
students? 

ACE Students are expected to be committed, organised, self-motivated, and 
responsible, managing the demands of balancing an accelerated workload with 
external commitments such as sport and community engagement by being 
organised and managing their time effectively. Further to this, students are 
expected to be capable of independently learning, possessing a high level of 
internal motivation and resilience. 

An ACCELERATED Curriculum 

We acknowledge and celebrate that all high-ability students have 
different strengths. Throughout Years 7-9, our teachers work with ACE 
students and parents to ensure their learning needs are met. Students and 
classes may be able to progress through the Victorian Curriculum at a 
faster pace, based on their ability in that subject. 

Based on their progress at the end of Year 9, students receive tailored 
counselling regarding the optional early commencement of their VCE 
studies. This approach assists ambitious students to maximise their 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for University entrance. Some 
students go on to qualify for University-level subjects during Year 12. 

 
An ENRICHED Curriculum 

Given the unique composition of the ACE cohort, teachers are able to 
expand on both the level of depth and breadth within the Victorian 
Curriculum. In classes, this is student-driven. Further to this, ACE students: 

• enjoy additional inter-disciplinary subjects (e.g., on the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals); 

• compete in national academic competitions (e.g., Maths 
Olympiad, ICAS, UNSW English, and Science Competitions); 

• attend extra incursions and excursions such as taking part in 
team-building and problem-solving camps (e.g., the Year 9 ACE 
Outdoor Education Challenge). 

 
Further Opportunities 

ACE students are encouraged to participate in the wide range of extra- 
curricular activities on offer to all students. These help to develop their 
talents and build their confidence. Students achieve this by: 

• Performing in the College Production (Musical) 
• Developing argument through inter-school Debating 
• Singing in the College Choir 
• Leading through Student Voice Committees & Captaincy 
• Honing presentation skills through Public Speaking 
• Competing at Inter-school Swimming, Athletics & Sports 
• Supporting the College Production through Design, Back-stage or 

Tech Crews. 
 

Recent Achievements 
Sunbury Downs College students of the ACE Program achieve fantastic 
ATAR results at the end of their schooling at the College, receiving first 
round offers to their choice of University. In 2021, 69% of ATAR scores over 
80 were achieved by prior ACE students, with the College DUX, a previous 
ACE student, achieving an ATAR of 95.65. 

 



A Focus on Music & Language 
Research from neuroscience tells us that practicing instruments and learning 
foreign languages have significant spill-over benefits for performance in subjects 
that require high-level logical reasoning, such as mathematics, science, and 
analytical writing. In return for their efforts, learning music and language builds 
confidence and improves metacognition: the thinking about thinking. 

 
Instrumental Music Program 

Musical education trains students to coordinate their senses of sight and sound, 
together with their motor skills, in order to produce beautiful music. Students 
begin as novices and emerge as confident Band members and performers. 
 
Through Years 7 and 8, students receive weekly dedicated instrumental music 
tuition by professionals from the music industry, employed by the College. No 
previous experience is required. Students are taught to sight-read music and to 
play their Band instrument (either brass, woodwind or percussion). Instrument 
selection occurs after acceptance into the ACE program, and is finalised at the 
beginning of Term 1. This individualised tuition is reinforced in their Music 
subject. Each ACE Homegroup also forms a class ‘Band’, which rehearses 
weekly and performs each year at the College’s Music Night. From Year 9 
onwards, student can elect to continue their instrumental tuition. 

 
Language Learning 

Language learning helps develop strong cognitive skills, such as a better 
concept formation, mental flexibility, multi-tasking, listening and problem-solving 
skills. It improves intercultural awareness, social interaction and further 
encourages connection between peers. Students study Italian from Years 7-9, 
with many continuing into VCE and attending the Italy Study Tour during Later 
Years (pending travel restrictions). 

 

Program Costs 

Annual Program Fee 

The annual Program Fee is set in Term 3 each year and can be paid in 
Term 1 of each year. This varies by year level due to the variety between 
years. Please contact the College for further information. 
 

Music Tuition Fee 

The Music Tuition Fee is set in Term 3 each year and can be paid during 
Term 1 of each year. In 2022, this fee was $435.00, which covered 
instrumental music lessons from industry professionals and band rehearsal. 
Families can also choose to hire an instrument through the College for an 
annual $260.00 hire fee. 
 
Given the high quality of our Instrumental Music Program, these fees 
represent excellent value for money, costing only 10% of the market rate 
(see graph below). We encourage all families to consider what an 
enormous opportunity this is to gift a high-quality musical education to your 
child at the time when their brain is most flexible and absorbent. 
 

 
Financial Support 

All fees can be paid by instalment arrangement with the College Finance 
Officer. Scholarships are also available: 

• Academic Excellence (automatic consideration) 
• Instrumental Music 
• Sporting Excellence 
• Citizens and Leadership 
 

 
 

SDC Fee 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Are ACE students viewed as ‘outsiders’ within the College? 
Although students in the ACE Program receive an accelerated and enriched 
curriculum, in all other ways, the ACE Homegroup is no different from any 
other Homegroup. ACE students participate in all year level assemblies and 
activities. Many ACE students form strong friendships with students from other 
Homegroups. 

Will my child be grouped with students of different ages? 
No. There is one ACE Homegroup in each year level at Middle Years (Years 
7-9). All students are of the same age bracket, just as in any other 
Homegroup. 

Can my child enter the ACE Program in Year 8 or 9? 
If your child still meets the entry requirements, and provided that there is 
space in the ACE Program, your child might be considered for late entry. 
However, given the impact on their social and educational development, and 
the risk that places may not be available later, interested parents are 
encouraged to apply for Year 7 intake in the first instance. 
 

What if I decide that ACE is not suitable for my child? 
In these very rare cases, the College supports these students to transition 
into another Homegroup. The learning and wellbeing needs of your child 
are important, and we understand that these needs can change over 
time. 

How does the College support ACE students' wellbeing? 
A strong culture of friendship and inclusion is promoted within the ACE 
Homegroup, facilitated by a  dedicated Homegroup Teacher. Further, 
the College has a warm and welcoming Student Services team, which 
includes our Wellbeing Coordinator, Mental Health Practitioner, Social 
Worker, Chaplain, and School Nurse. We also work closely with 
external agencies to support students at their point of need. 

How does the College support ACE students beyond Years 7-9? 
All ACE students are invited to apply for our Scholars Program for Years 
10-11. This program is focussed on supporting students in their early 
commencement of VCE, developing independent academic skills, and 
fostering ambitious plans for University study.

APPLICATION TIMELINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register your interest today! 

sEmail: sunbury.downs.sc@education.vic.gov.au 
Attention: Mr Tyler Locker 

ACE Program Leader 
 

 
 
 
 

‘Confidence to Achieve’ 

mailto:sunbury.downs.sc@education.vic.gov.au

	Accelerated Curriculum & Enrichment Vision
	An ENRICHED Curriculum
	A Focus on Music & Language
	Instrumental Music Program
	Language Learning

	Program Costs
	Annual Program Fee
	Music Tuition Fee
	Financial Support
	Are ACE students viewed as ‘outsiders’ within the College?
	Will my child be grouped with students of different ages?
	What if I decide that ACE is not suitable for my child?
	How does the College support ACE students' wellbeing?
	How does the College support ACE students beyond Years 7-9?



