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SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2023 - STAFF ROOM 

Refreshments 6pm, Meeting 6:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
  

Attendees: Sean Bassett, Warwick Beynon, Neil Christie, Joanne Diss, Natalie Harrison, Tanya 
Hennessy, Dan Peters, Cassandra Pieroni, Shobana Sebastian, Susan Smith, 
Michael Watson 

 
College Captains: Andrew Bracken, Charlotte Le Guier 
 
Student Members: Prisha Maini 
 
Guest Attendance: Jenny Corbett, Jodi McKenzie (minutes) 
 
Apologies:   Simone Hazelman, Susan Smith 
 
Absent:    
 
Meeting Opened:  
 
 
1. Acknowledgement of Country (W. Beynon) 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Land on which we meet 
today, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation. We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging.  
  
 

2. Attendance 
2.1. Present 
2.2. Apologies 
2.3. Confirmation of quorum 
2.4. Declaration – Conflict of interest 

 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
Motion: That the minutes of the 8 December 2022 meeting be moved by School Council as a true 
and accurate record. 
 
Moved: Andrew   Seconded: Tanya    Carried: All 
 

 
4. Business arising 

Nil 
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5. Correspondence – IN 

5.1. Letter from Sam Rae MP, Federal Member for Hawke, dated 30/1/2023 
 

5.2. Letter from Rotary Club of Sunbury re Ron Cook Memorial Scholarship, dated 8/2/2023 
MW representing SDC at dinner 

 
5.3. Letter from Trung Luu MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region, received 10/2/2023 

 
5.4. Email from Bella Jackson (10E) re U2Blu casual day fundraiser, dated 23/2/2023 

 
 

6. Correspondence – OUT 
Nil 
 
Motion: That all correspondence be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Sean Bassett  Seconded: Jo Diss  Carried: All 
 

 
7. President’s Report 

The President thanked the school and the broader school community for a solid start to 2023 noting that it 
was great to have almost a full complement of staff considering the difficulties across the industry with 
staff shortages. The President commented on the success of the recent meet and greet BBQ. 
 

8. Principal’s Report  
Welcome to the 2023 School Year. I hope that all council members are well and had a restful 
December/January vacation period with your families and friends.  
 
The College has commenced its Teaching and Learning Program for 2023 with teachers and students 
settling in well for the start of the year.  
 
Staffing Update 
We welcome the following new staff to our school  
 Mr. Vankata Aluri – Maths/Sci 
 Ms. Carmel Brown – Maths/Sci 
 Ms. Tierney Carew – English/Year 11 Coordinator 
 Mr. Peter Clarke – Legal Studies/Hums 
 Mr. Decklan Jessop – PE/HHD 
 Ms. Zoe Genco – English/PE/Health 
 Ms. Diana Lauria – English/Hums/Year 8 Coordination 
 Mr. Liam Menzies – Art/English 
 Ms. Elizabeth Murdoch – English/Drama 
 Ms. Lauren Sinderberry – VCE English 
 Ms. Barbara Trigg – T1 Leave vacancy Art 
 Mr. Jarrod Wolfe – Music 
 Ms. Mel Hatch – Careers 
 Mr. Jim Millman – Brass Instrumental 
 Ms. Katherine Norris – Wellbeing Coordinator 
 Ms. Karen Riley - Host school for Headstart program 
 
Student Enrolments for 2023 
 Year 7 – 161 
 Year 8 – 114 
 Year 9 – 118 
 Year 10 – 115 
 Year 11 – 80 
 Year 12 – 73 

 
Total 661 
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Year 12 Retreat 
The Year 12 VCE retreat was conducted at Melbourne University from Wednesday 8 – Thursday 9 
February 2023. This was a well-attended event by both mainstream VCE and Vocational Major students. 
Study tips, goal setting, revision and administrative information was delivered to students who participated 
in preparation for a successful final year of study. 

 
Whole School Academic Assembly 
On Tuesday 31 January 2023 we conducted our first whole school assembly. We welcomed new staff, 
students and families as we commence another productive school year. During the assembly we publicly 
acknowledged the achievements of the class of 2022 and presented certificates to the individual students 
who received the highest study score in each subject. We acknowledged and celebrated the 
achievements of Alice (Yixuan) Liu who obtained an ATAR of 94.5, excelling in maths subjects. She 
obtained a study score of 44 for maths methods and 43 for specialist maths. 
 
Alice came to Sunbury Downs College from China in 2019 as a Year 9 international student. She has 
aspirations to become a doctor. 
 
Dean Ieremia, a former student and current Melbourne Storm, player visited the College on this day and 
spoke to the students during the assembly about the importance of being successful at school, goal 
setting and self-discipline. He also delivered a message supporting and promoting our College values. 
Jesse Ramsay (class of 2022) and College co-captain addressed the assembly and also relayed a 
positive message linked to our College values of Respect, Resilience, Ambition and Community through 
the eyes of a successful current student. 
 
College Photos 
Student Photos were taken on Friday 3 February 2023. A second day has been scheduled in March to 
“catchup” students who were absent on the day and to complete Leadership/group photographs.  
 
Year 7 Meet & Greet Barbeque 
The Meet and Greet barbeque to welcome Year 7 students and families new to the school was held on 21 
February 2023.  
 
Swimming Carnival 
On Friday 17 February2023 the College conducted a successful swimming carnival at the Sunbury 
Aquatics Centre. Congratulations to competitors and students from Evans House (Red) who were the 
winning house on the day. 
 
Federal MP Sam Rae visits Sunbury Downs College 
On Monday 20 February 2023, recently appointed Federal Member for Hawke, Sam Rae MP visited 
Sunbury Downs College. This was an opportunity for him to view and walk through our College buildings, 
visit classrooms, speak with some staff and most importantly interact with our Senior Students who were 
outstanding ambassadors for the College. Following the tour of the College we discussed monetary grants 
available to schools - “Schools Upgrade Fund” which supports equitable access to flexible learning for 
students and “Connecting Neighbourhoods” a one-off project that aims to improve community facilities and 
participation in physical activity by the community.   
 
College Council Nominations 2023 -2024 
I would like to thank all members of College Council for their support and guidance over the last 12 
months. We have continued to conduct our core business and provide the necessary governance required 
for the administration of the College. 
 
We have commenced the nomination and selection process to appoint a new school council for 2023 – 24. 
I encourage current members to strongly consider re-nominating and further developing the strong 
working partnership that we have created in recent times.   
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9. Reports 
 

9.1. Finance/Facilities  
The 16 February 2023 minutes were taken as read. 
Item 6.2 – update on toilets & amenities upgrade, footprint won’t change, configuration will 
change. Addition of nib walls on external doors providing additional privacy. Query vape 
detectors, W. Beynon not at this stage as they are easily vandalised.  

 
  

9.2. Education Sub-Committee 
The 16 February 2023 minutes were taken as read. 
 

 
9.3. Occupational Health and Safety Committee 

The 8 December 2022 minutes were taken as read. 
 

 
9.4. Student Representative Council 

The Student Voice Report was deferred. 
 

 
9.5. Chaplaincy Report  

The Chaplaincy Report was taken as read. 
Appointment of Katherine Norris to the Wellbeing Leader role in the last week. 

 
Motion: That all above reports be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Cassandra Pieroni  Seconded: Tanya Hennessy  Carried: All 

 
 
10. Child Safe Standards 

Nil 
 
 
11. Policies  

Nil 
 

12. General Business  
12.1. College Council Nomination Process 

There are currently four parent, two staff and one student position available on College 
Council. Nominations close 4pm, Friday 24/2/2023. 

 
12.2. Parents and Guardians 

Recent observations have been that attendance/interest has been very low. Query whether 
we continue to try and continue with this group or try something different. 
Suggest tapping into Year 7 parents. What is the intent of the group? Helping school changes 
between primary and secondary. Good opportunity for open questions – breaks barriers 
between home and school. Could focus on mental health. On hold for now, more thought to 
be given.  

 
12.3. Sunbury Downs College Alumni 

Previous grads back to school to share journey to share what they can achieve sends a really 
powerful message. Links with Community value. S. Bassett – links in with growth, sees benefit 
in pursuing. Could Council or Parents run, rather than the Principal? Could help with career 
pathways for students. Add to agenda for first meeting Term 2, 2023 
 

12.4. 35 Year Anniversary 
Is 35 years a significant enough celebration to hold an event at the College. Consensus was 
yes. 
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12.5. Year 12 Retreat 

M. Watson has been very impressed with Year 12s so far this year, they have been putting in 
such hard work. Captains’ leadership is at the forefront, and it is showing. 

 
 
Meeting Closed: 7:35pm 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday 30 March 2023, refreshments 6pm, meeting 6:30pm 
 
 
 
 

2023 MEETING SCHEDULE  
 

Time  Mar  May  Jun  Jul/Aug  Aug/ 
Sep 

Oct  Nov/ 
Dec 

Finance & Facilities  4:00‐5:00  23 Mar  11 May  8 Jun  27 Jul  31 Aug  19 Oct  29 Nov 

Education Sub‐
Committee 

5:00‐6:00 
23 Mar  11 May  8 Jun  27 Jul  31 Aug  19 Oct  29 Nov 

OH&S  2:00‐3:00  30 Mar  18 May  15 Jun  3 Aug  7 Sep  26 Oct  7 Dec 

College Council  6:00‐7:30 
30 Mar 
(AGM) 

18 May  15 Jun  3 Aug  7 Sep  26 Oct  7 Dec 

 


