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SUNBURY DOWNS COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY 3 AUGUST 2023 - STAFF ROOM 

Refreshments 6pm, Meeting commences 6:30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
  

Attendees: Sean Bassett, Warwick Beynon, Neil Christie, Anita Federico, Natalie Harrison, Tanya 
Hennessy, Cassandra Pieroni, Nicollette Plakas, Susan Smith, Michael Watson 

 
College Captains: Andrew Bracken, Charlotte Le Guier 
 
Student Members: Bella Jackson, Prisha Maini, Diya Ninan 
 
Guest Attendance: Jenny Corbett, Jodi McKenzie (minutes) 
 
Apologies:   Simone Hazelman, Dan Peters, Shobana Sebastian 
 
Absent:    
 
Meeting Opened: 6:31pm 
 
 
1. Acknowledgement of Country (W. Beynon) 

We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Land on which we meet 
today, the Wurundjeri People of the Kulin Nation. We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders 
past and present.  
  
 

2. Attendance 
2.1. Present 
2.2. Apologies 
2.3. Confirmation of quorum 
2.4. Declaration – Conflict of interest 

 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
Motion: That the minutes of the 15 June 2023 meeting be moved by School Council as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
Moved: Nicollette Plakas  Seconded: Tanya Hennessy  Carried: All 
 

 
4. Business arising 

4.1. Confirmation of dates for Semester Two Year 9 Outdoor Education Camp 
The Principal confirmed the dates for the camp are Wednesday 18 – Friday 20 October 2023 (Week 
3 of Term 4), the same dates as originally published.  
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5. Correspondence – IN 

5.1. Letter from Josh Bull regarding Diggers Rest/Sunbury Bus (Route 475), dated 19/6/2023 
 

 
6. Correspondence – OUT 

Nil 
 
Motion: That all correspondence be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Sean Bassett  Seconded: Cassandra Pieroni  Carried: All 
 

 
7. President’s Report 

Term 3 is traditionally a difficult term for students and staff, there is a lot of work to be done. The President 
would like to encourage you all to keep up the hard work as things begin to settle down. Thank you to staff 
for continuing to support students. 
 
 

8. Principal’s Report  
The Principal’s Report was taken as read. 
 
In addition to the report, the Principal spoke of the Alpine School reporting that students have settled in 
well. From a staffing perspective SDC have no teacher vacancies which is great news for the College. A 
Mental Health Practitioner has been appointed in the first round of advertising which is traditionally a 
difficult position to fill. Annual Parent Opinion Survey will be launched tomorrow. 
 

 
9. Reports 

 
9.1. Finance/Facilities  

The 27 July 2023 minutes were taken as read. 
 
Further to Item 6.1 in Finance and Facilities Minutes – student toilet and amenities upgrade. Tenders 
came in over budget, have had to reduce scope of works fractionally and go ahead with works as 
planned. SDC have been asked to contribute some funds to the project. Contingency allotment of 
10% (SDC $46k), with the hope to recoup some or all of this if project goes to plan. 
 
Motion: That School Council support the Finance and Facilities recommendation to contribute 
up to $46k enabling the project to proceed as per the original design specifications. 
 
Moved: Cassandra Pieroni  Seconded: Natalie Harrison Carried: All  

 
  

9.2. Education Sub-Committee 
The 27 July 2023 minutes were taken as read. 

  
Puffer jacket & puffer vest samples were shown to the committee. Prices for the puffer jacket are $80 
and the puffer vest are $75. Noone are opening a new store in Cragieburn which will stock the SDC 
uniform, this will provide an additional service which will further support our community.  

 
 

9.3. Occupational Health and Safety Committee 
The 15 June 2023 minutes were taken as read. 

 
 

9.4. Student Representative Council 
The Student Voice Report was taken as read. 

 
The Principal requested meeting with Student Voice representatives to further discuss bathroom 
feedback. 
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9.5. Chaplaincy Report  

The Chaplaincy Report was taken as read. 
   

Nicky Gallus’ time fraction has been reduced to 1.5 days per week, she has also indicated that she 
will be finishing up in the Chaplaincy Program at the end of 2023 to undertake other interests. 

 
 

Motion: That all above reports be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Andrew Bracken   Seconded: Nicollette Plakas  Carried: All 

 
 
10. Child Safe Standards 

Nil 
 
 

11. Policies 
11.1. Child Safety Code of Conduct Policy 
 
Motion: That the Child Safety Code of Conduct Policy be accepted and ratified by School Council. 
 
Moved: Nicollette Plakas   Seconded: Tanya Hennessy  Carried: All 
 
 

12. General Business  
12.1. Sunbury and Bulla Neighbourhood Fund Round 2 

Sunbury Downs College applied for a grant in the amount of $50,000 to upgrade netball courts 
to support the College along with the surrounding community. 
 
This project received funding from the Victorian Government through the West Gate 
Tunnel Project’s Sunbury & Bulla Neighbourhood Fund in the amount of $50,000. 
 
Motion: That School Council Endorses the Finance and Facilities Committee 
recommendation to contribute funds up to $49,000 to complete this project. 

 
Moved: Tanya Hennessy Seconded: Prisha Maini  Carried: All 
 

 
Meeting Closed: 7:04pm 
 
Next Meeting: Thursday 7 September 2023, refreshments 6pm, meeting 6:30pm 
 
 
 
 

2023 MEETING SCHEDULE   
Time  Jul/Aug  Aug/ 

Sep 
Oct  Nov/ 

Dec 

Finance & Facilities  4:00‐5:00  27 Jul  6 Sept  19 Oct  30 Nov 

Education Sub‐
Committee 

4:45‐6:00 
27 Jul  31 Aug  19 Oct  30 Nov 

OH&S  2:00‐3:00  3 Aug  7 Sep  26 Oct  7 Dec 

College Council  6:00‐7:30  3 Aug  7 Sep  26 Oct  7 Dec 

 


