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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank all students and staff for the positive 
way in which we have engaged with and continued our teaching and 
learning in Term 1.  

 
Community is one of our school values which is very important. Observing 
the College coming together participating in whole school events 
throughout Term 1 has been very rewarding as we continue working 
towards reinstating routines.  
 
I encourage the entire College community to continue to be positive and 

optimistic, particularly with our conversations and discussions with our 

young people. With all students now familiar with their 2023 teachers, 

timetable and class expectations, we are looking forward to continuing 

with a productive Term 2. 

Please continue to focus on improvements in our young people and 

encourage them to set achievable goals with consideration to feedback 

from the recent parent information meetings (PIMs).  

 

 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 2 April 2023 

   Important Dates 

 

• Monday 24 April 2023 
            Term 2 commences 
            ANZAC Day Assembly 

• Tuesday 25 April 2023 
            ANZAC Day (Public Holiday) 

• Monday 1 May 2023 
            Open Night 

• Thursday 11 May 2023 
            Athletics carnival 

• Wednesday 24 May 2023 
            Year 9 Outdoor Education 
            Camp commences 
            Teaching Staff Professional  
            Practice Day (student free day) 
  

SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    9744 0500 

A reminder to parents that when 
your student is absent to call the 
College Absence Line and leave 
the following information: 
⬧ Parent/Carer name 
⬧ Student name 
⬧ Home Group 
⬧ Reason: please give detail of  

absence 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
New Parent Members of College Council 
At the first School Council meeting we welcomed the newly elected parent members of the Sunbury 
Downs College Community to College Council.  
 
Welcome to Ms Simone Hazelman (returning), Mr Dan Peters (returning), Ms Tanya Hennessy (returning) 
and Ms Anita Federico (new member).  
 
We thanked the retiring parent member of School Council for their contribution to our school : Ms Jo Diss 
The elected staff representative are Ms. Shobana Sebastian and Ms. Nicollette Plakas. We look forward to 
the continued positive contributions and interaction that they will bring to School Council. 
 
The elected student members for 2023 are Bella Jackson (Year 10), Diya Ninan (Year 11) and Prisha Maini
(Year 11). College Captains are co-opted members of School Council : Andrew Bracken (Year 12) and 
Charlotte LeGuier (Year 12). 
 
Staffing Update 
The College is currently working through the recruitment process to fill the following teaching and non – 
teaching positions at the College: 
• Italian 
• Drama/ English 
• Chaplain 
• Adolescent Nursing Program 

Assistant Principal Ms Susan Smith, who has a leadership portfolio including Leadership of the Middle 
Years, College Operations and Curriculum at the College, is taking Long Service Leave in Term 2.  An 
internal process has commenced to determine the Acting Assistant Principal for Term 2. Additional 
information will be provided to the community once this process has concluded. 
  
Harmony Day 
On Tuesday 21 March 2023, the College community celebrated Harmony Day. It was a time to come 
together to celebrate and recognise the value of multiculturalism and the benefit that diversity of culture 
can bring to us all. Student Voice hosted a musical performance at lunchtime that celebrated inclusion. We 
currently have students enrolled from 47 different national backgrounds - we are proud of our diverse 
community.  
 
Progress Information Meetings 
Student progress meetings were conducted on Wednesday 2 March 2023 from 11.00am – 7.00pm. I 
congratulate the College community on actively participating and attending this important feedback 
activity. These meetings provided opportunities for families to receive feedback on their child’s academic 
progress to date in 2023. 
 
Meet the Principal and College Tours  
College tours have resumed by appointment and the first Parents and Guardians meeting for the year was 
held on Wednesday 29  March 2023.  This provided the opportunity to meet the Principal and discuss 
current items linked to education such as communication with families via Compass, Professional Learning 
opportunities that are being prioritised by the College, our Minor Capital Works building program and the 
Parents and Guardians group continuing in 2023. 
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Principal’s Report 
Open Night  
The College is holding the annual parent information evening for prospective Year 7 2024 students on 
Monday 1 May  2023 (Week 2 Term 2). 
 

Year 7 Camp  
The 2023 Year 7 Orientation Camp at the  Lady Northcote Recreational Camp in Rowsley was held from 

Monday 20 March – Wednesday 22 March. This was a successful camp with students having the 

opportunity to make new friends and interact with teachers outside the classroom. 

NAPLAN 
During Week 7 & 8 of this Term the College completed the 2023 online NAPLAN testing program with 
Year 7 & Year 9 students.  Staff and students are to be commended for the efficient way in which the 
testing process was completed.  The regular teaching and learning program has resumed for all students 
in these year levels. 
 
Debutante Ball 
This year’s Debutante Ball is being held on Thursday 6  April at the Lakeside Banquet and Reception 
Centre in Taylors Lakes.  Sunbury Downs College has a proud history of supporting the annual Debutante 
Ball for students enrolled in Year 11. Events such as these allow members of our community to celebrate 
a “rite of passage” opportunity with our young people, which is very important for their personal 
development – especially in the current social climate. 
 
I would like to wish all members of the College community a safe and restful term break and holiday 
period.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

Regards, 
 
Warwick Beynon 
Principal 

  
 

Mr Warwick Beynon | PRINCIPAL 
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Year 7 Camp 
Year 7 Camp  
The 2023 Year 7 Orientation Camp at Lady Northcote Recreational Camp in Rowsley departed at 9am on   
Monday 20 March and returned at the end of the school day on Wednesday 22 March  2023.   
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ERC 
 

 
We have some great new books available in the ERC — Be the first to borrow them! 
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Meredith Martell | ERC MANAGER 



 

 

 

  

 

Careers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday 23 March Year 10 students attended a Careers Expo at the South Morang Art and Convention 
Centre. The Expo gave students an opportunity to converse with different employers, community partners 
and professionals who engaged with prospective job seekers, interns and volunteers. Company 
representatives had tables and booths where resumes could be collected, questions answered, business 
cards exchanged and assistance in furthering the students' understandings of different courses or criteria 
they must fulfil in order to achieve their desired career paths. Although not all students know what they 
want to do after they graduate, they were able to engage in face-to-face conversations with people who 
were able to answer career questions and guide them on a professional path.  It gave students the 
opportunity to try some hands-on experience which sparked light bulbs for a lot of students. A favourite 
among the students was definitely the Bakers Delight stall, where they had the chance to ice and sprinkle 
their desired  toppings on finger buns. Work Experience is only just around the corner, so being able to 
find information about possible businesses that offer Work Experience assists the students in deciding 
what they want to try out. Below are a few of the thoughts shared by the students: 
 

“A good experience because it can help people get a job in the future and open their eyes about job 
opportunities”  

Noah Pierce 10B 
 

“The Expo helped a lot of people with information about TAFE, universities and apprenticeships for the 
future” 

Maddie Palmer 10B 
 

“I liked how informative each person was that I spoke to. La Trobe University helped me have a better 
understanding of what I need to achieve to get the job I want” 

Caden Knight 10D 
 

“I liked how Bakers Delight was giving out a taste on what they do and the finger bun was yum. It was 
really informative and a lot of different sites and pathways” 

Cyra Santos 10B 
 

Just from the thoughts and feedback shared here, it’s evident that this day was a massive success. I 
personally would recommend everyone who hasn’t decided what they want to do once they leave school 
to attend something similar to this, as it really does give you so many great opportunities. 
 
Written by Charlize Micallef 10C and Cyra Santos 10B 
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Careers 
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Jo Rains | LATER YEARS MINI-SCHOOL LEADER (ACTING)  
                  & CAREERS ADVISOR 
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Year 10 Geography 
 
On Wednesday 15 March, the Year 10 Geography class went to CERES in Brunswick to learn about climate 
change and some of the solutions to this global problem. Students will now be embarking on their own 
projects, planning and carrying out local solutions to problems our environment faces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The environmental park included a large playground, cafes, an organic market, a sustainable house plus 
more. We participated in activities as a class and learnt about sustainability and the Earth. After spending 
time on activities at CERES, we walked down to the Merri Creek, where we were given the opportunity to do 
some field sketches. It was a good day to go out and spend some time together with our teachers and 
classmates. We would like to say thank you to the teachers Ms Brown and Mr Ritchie who came with us on 
the excursion.  
By Kitty Sinfield 10E 
 
 
 
 

Jules Brown | TRANSITION LEADER/DRAMA & HUMANITIES TEACHER 
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Sport 
Interschool Swim Sports 
On Wednesday 8 March the Interschool Swim Team ventured down to Melton Waves to represent the 
College against other schools within the local community. Once again this year, Sunbury Downs College 
was successful in winning the Western Metro Swimming Carnival. It was a great day and many students 
were successful in both individual and team events.  
 
A special mention to the following students who qualified for the Regional Swimming Carnival held on 
Thursday 30 March: 
Mia Anderson, Emily Seyers, Aaliyah Phung, Sonechka Javier, Sahana Maini, Noah Pierce, Caden Simpson, 
Oscar Anderson, Ashley Bracken, Ashley Hennessy, Prisha Maini, Abbey Caldone, Stella Hoye, Vinzcarl 
Javier and Nathan Richards.  
 
Also thank you to Cyra Santos in Year 10 who did a fantastic job as the Head Starter Marshall for the 
College. Cyra was in charge of organising and ensuring all students were in their designated lanes prior to 
each race.   
 
The 40 students who formed the swim team need to be commended on their effort and enthusiasm 
throughout the day. 
 
Western Metropolitan Regional Swimming  
Congratulations to all students who qualified and competed in the Western Metropolitan Regional 
Swimming final event. These swimmers were selected as they were the best individual/team swimmers in 
their allocated events at Interschool level against schools within the local community. 
 
A great effort by the under 14 girls and the under 16 boys freestyle relay teams who won bronze medals 
on the day. A big thank you also to Mr Jessop and Mr Compston who supervised and transported students 
to and from the venue on the day.  
 
 
 
 

Roberto Cosner | SPORTS COORDINATOR/HEALTH & PE TEACHER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

Mathematics and Numeracy: 
International Maths Day  (“Pi” day) – 14th March 
SDC celebrated international maths day on Tuesday 14 March.  This day is also known as “pi” day.  

Pi ( ) is a maths symbol and has a value of about 3.14.  So the 14th day of the 3rd month is the day to 
celebrate it. 
 

   
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Competitions: 
Students have achieved some very impressive results in these competitions over the years and honed their 
problem solving skills. The chance to compete with students outside their own classroom is also a benefit.  
We will be offering the following competitions this year: 
• Maths Olympiad (Years 7 and 8 students) 
• The Australian Mathematics Competition (open to students from Year 7 to 12)  
 
Please look out for Compass notifications and student bulletins detailing how to sign up for these in 2023! 
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Some interesting Pi facts: 
‘Pi’ is an irrational number that doesn’t repeat and 
has an infinite number of digits. 
It is the ratio of a circle’s circumference divided by 
its diameter. 
Computers have calculated pi to 100 trillion digits. 
The record for a human to recite pi digits is 100,000 

digits. 

Our SDC record holder for ‘pi’ in 2023 is Joel Linard who 
managed to write out 333 digits of pi from memory.  
Fabulous effort Joel!  
We also had 3 other challengers who could write out 
more than 40 digits of pi from memory.  All competitors 
received a badge, and year level winners also received 
canteen vouchers to spend on pies (or something else). 
 



  

 

 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

Afterschool Maths Homework Club:  Mondays 3:30 – 4:30pm 
 

Venue:  Room 4A 
Every Monday afternoon from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm students have the opportunity 
to take part in the Maths Homework Club.  All students, from Year 7 to 12, are 
invited to attend to gain valuable assistance with their class work, homework, 
exam preparation or anything related to Mathematics.  Our Maths teachers are 
once again providing their services.  There are no costs and no booking is required. 

In our classrooms:   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10:  Students learning about compound interest: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions regarding mathematics or numeracy please contact us. 
 
      Lauren.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au                                            Himneet.kaur@education.vic.gov.au 
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Lauren Jackson | LEARNING SPECIALIST (NUMERACY) Himneet Kaur | MATHEMATICS DOMAIN LEADER 

mailto:Lauren.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Himneet.kaur@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

Production News 
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Community News 
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Community News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Full details at 

 

www.write4fun.net/
competitions/74  
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Community News 
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