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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
 

‘Positive Mindset – Positive Actions – Positive Growth’ 
 
As we reach the end of a term that has seen the Victorian community face 
many challenges, I want to reiterate the commitment of Sunbury Downs 
College in celebrating cultural diversity and inclusiveness. 
 
At our College, we value the incredible resources represented by our 
multicultural community and are committed to building a school that is 
inclusive of, and for all students from all backgrounds. Our purpose is to 
educate young people so that they become knowledgeable, creative, valuable 
and valued members of our community and positive contributors to the 
broader society. 
 
I look forward to continuing our work with the school community  building 
on our values, developing our diversity and initiating future programs that 
support all students. 
 
In light of the global Black Lives Matter movement, I encourage all 
members of our community to support young people who may be feeling 
particularly vulnerable because of their cultural identity, and work together 

to strengthen both the identity and the inclusion of those from Koorie and 
culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds. 

 

 

Acting Principal’s Report 

No. 4 June 2020 
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SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    03 9744 0500 

 
A reminder to parents that when your 
student is absent to call the College 
Absence Line and leave the following 
information: 
 Parent/Carer name 
 Student name 
 Home Group 
 Reason: please give detail 
 of  absence 
 Phone number 
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Principal’s Report 
Classes have resumed as per the regular timetable and we are very pleased with the way in which students 
have settled back into their previous routines.  
 
There have been several changes to the way in which we are interacting with each other on school grounds as 
a result of COVID-19. These have been outlined in previous communications to families and include 
reinforcement of physical distancing, hand hygiene practices, movement in shared corridor/breezeway areas, 
lining up for entering classrooms and attached seating arrangements once in class. I appreciate students being 
mature, responsible and respectful in the way in which they are complying with these new protocols. 
 
Once again, I would like to acknowledge and congratulate all students and staff for the way in which they have 
positively met the challenges associated with remote and flexible learning. The support from the wider 

community for the College and the decisions that we have made in challenging circumstances continues to be 
outstanding.  We are continuing to follow the advice of the Education Department and will do our best to 
ensure that at all times the health and wellbeing of our students, staff and wider community remains the 

highest priority. 

Dulap Wilim Hub (Shared facility) 
The Shared Facility Capital Works Building Program is nearing completion. Construction works in the 
teaching kitchens has been finalised and the College has been given permission to begin placing student 
resources in each of the teaching spaces. The builders are waiting for power to be connected to the site before 
formal handover and occupancy. 
 
We have been assured that the facility will be ready for timetabled classes at the beginning of term three and 
we know that our students and staff will be excited to make use of this space. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to all families for their patience and understanding 
during term two. Only a very short time ago we could not have begun to imagine a learning environment such 
as we have experienced in the past three months. I commend you all for your resilience in adapting to the 
changes with good grace, not only in the education environment, but in life in general. Things have been 
challenging, but let’s hope that the sacrifices everyone has made, and continues to make, will mean that things 
are back to normal very soon. I hope that you take a break over the coming school holidays, if you are able to. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the College as we together develop the knowledge and skills in our 

young people to have the ‘Confidence to Achieve’. 

 

Kind regards 
Warwick Beynon 
Acting Principal 
 

 

Mr Warwick Beynon | ACTING PRINCIPAL 
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Later Years 
 
It has been a very interesting start to the Term for our Later Years staff and students. After a swift end to 
Term 1 where holidays began early for our students, the staff at Sunbury Downs College were actively 
preparing for the idea of remote learning. Over the holidays the news was made clear…teaching and 
learning would look very different this term. 
 
Term 2 looked different for us all, working from home, learning from home and being away from both 
family and friends. Once we adjusted to the fear of the unknown it was great to see the different ways in 
which we have all come together to support each other during this tricky time. The Later Years teachers 
have developed their knowledge and navigated the variety of ways in which they could deliver their 
curriculum without the normal face to face contact.  
 
With student well-being and education at the forefront of our minds we ensured that all students had a 
contact person to help them stay connected to the SDC community. Someone who would make weekly 
contact with their designated student to check in, and offer support where necessary. Although it has been a 
lot of work, it has been amazing to see different types of relationships forming between the staff and 
students. Seeing these relationships continue on as we have returned to face to face learning has been 
outstanding. 
 
Later Years students returned to school at different stages with the Years 11 and Year 12 students being the 
first ones back in a normal classroom setting. To celebrate this, all staff waited excitedly out the front of the 
school to greet the students as they came in, it was truly fantastic to see all of the students back and start 
our return to our new normal. At the end of the week we had a ‘Silly Sock Day’ where staff and students 
alike wore their silliest socks to try and bring some joy to what had been an overwhelming few months. It 
provided us all with an opportunity to come together and talk about something other than COVID-19, 
which I am sure is something we all needed to escape from. 
 
The return to school has been overwhelming, scary, stressful, exciting, and a welcome relief to staff and 
students. We are all working together to adjust to school whilst adhering to the new physical distancing 
rules. It has not been easy, but I am so grateful to the staff, the students and the Sunbury Downs community 
for everything that they have done whilst working remotely and returning to school. I am proud of the 

resilience and dedication shown by all. 

Nadine Gleeson | LATER YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER 
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Middle Years 
 

Middle Years Middle Years 

Dwayne Stojcevski | MIDDLE YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER 

 
 
While it is cliché to say it, there is no other way to describe it, Term 2, 2020 really has been unprecedented.  
 
As the term draws to a close it is an opportune time to stop and take stock, reflecting on the amazing way 
that our community has responded in these uncertain times.  
 
Over the past 12 weeks it has been inspiring to watch how our Middle Years students have been living out 
our College Values both working remotely and upon their return to school.  
 

 Students have displayed Respectful Relationships supporting each other, working with their peers, 
families and teachers while adhering to various restrictions and preventative measures. 

 Students have held Ambitious Expectations for themselves rapidly adapting to remote learning 
and back to face-to-face learning, all while maintaining high expectations for themselves. 

 The way students have taken all the changes and uncertainty in their stride has been a superb    
example of young people displaying Resilient Behaviours to maintain their focus on their learning 
journey. 

 While we traditionally look at Successful Outcomes as being related specifically to academic    
success, in recent weeks we have seen students, families and staff successfully reshape the way 
their day to day life runs while maintaining a rigorous learning program, which is truly a success 
to be acknowledged. 

While the current times have called for us all to be distant, in many ways it has brought us closer  together. 
Students have displayed amazing Community Engagement regularly communicating with each other and 
their teachers during remote learning, keeping socially connected and supporting one and other. 
 
The current situation has forced us to think differently and taught us things about ourselves and our school 
that we would have never known. While it has been an incredibly challenging time, it has been truly         
inspiring to see our students emerge out the other end and return to school, displaying the Confidence to 
Achieve. 
 
I would like to wish you all a safe and restful Term 2 holiday period and look forward to seeing you all back 
on-site for what I am sure will be an amazing Term 3 for students in Middle Years at Sunbury Downs    
College.  
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Middle Years 
 

Middle Years Debating Competition 

 
 
Debating Association of Victoria Public Speaking Competition 
 
During remote learning, a number of Sunbury Downs College students participated in the Debating    
Association of Victoria’s Public Speaking Competition.  
 
Students were required to film a 4 - 5 minute speech they had developed on a prescribed topic, which 
ranged from “the myth of freedom”, “a second chance”, to “the forgotten people”.   
 
The students who participated in this competition are: 
 

 Ashley Bracken (7E) 
 Jia-Zhen Liu (7E) 
 Acer Jay (7E) 
 Theo Panetta (7E) 
 James Watkins (8D) 
 Yonatan Anshtein (8D) 
 Jamie Pender (10E) 

 

These students should be congratulated on their hard work and dedication, especially during such a   
challenging time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Alexander Eastwood| DEBATING &  

                                      PUBLIC SPEAKING                               

       COORDINATOR 

Megan  Thomas| DEBATING &  

                              PUBLIC SPEAKING                               

                   COORDINATOR 
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Mathematics & Numeracy 

Careers with Maths: 
 
It’s time to start thinking about subject choices and career aspirations. Students are advised to research their 
chosen career. Most jobs require a level of basic numeracy whilst other careers require students to complete 
more advanced maths subjects in VCE. 
 
Students are encouraged to talk to their teachers about the level of maths they need and how they can meet 
this. 
 
Some useful links:    
 

  AMSI Career videos:   https://careers.amsi.org.au/all-videos/ 
  myfuture:    https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes#/ 

 
How parents can help students with maths and numeracy: 
 
The Mathematics Association of Victoria (MAV) have produced some good tips and advice for parents to 
assist their child at home with maths homework. 
 
See the Tip Sheets attached to this newsletter as well as the following links: 
 
Helpful links: 
 

          MAV:  https://www.mav.vic.edu.au/Resources/parents 
  DET:   https://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/support-at-home-level-3-8/  

 
Problem Solving: 
 
The AMT (Australian Maths Trust) has a new problem solving website for students to explore.  This site aims 
to extend and challenge students to try new problems.  There are 6 questions available each week for students 
from grades 3 to 10. 
 
If students are not confident at their ‘year level’ maths they are able to select questions from levels below or 
above.  Solutions are provided too.   
 
Link:  https://problemo.edu.au/student/discovery 
 
 

Competitions: 
 
Maths Olympiad:  
 
We have 44 students in Years 7 and 8 entered into the Maths Olympiad this year.  They have completed 3 
problem solving sessions out of 5 so far with some great results achieved. Congratulations to all of these 
students who have committed to improving their problem solving skills throughout the remote learning 
challenge. 
 
There are still 2 more sessions for students on the 6th August and 17th September. 
 
Students should review the questions and suggested answers from the two Olympiads they have done. More 
practise questions will be available in the week prior to each session. 

https://careers.amsi.org.au/all-videos/
https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes#/
https://www.mav.vic.edu.au/Resources/parents
https://numeracyguidedet.global2.vic.edu.au/support-at-home-level-3-8/
https://problemo.edu.au/student/discovery
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Mathematics & Numeracy 

Melbourne University Statistics Research Competition: 
 
We have six students undertaking this competition from Years 7 to 9.  Students could select 1 question from 8 
open-ended questions to answer.  The aim of this competition is for students to work like mathematical 
researchers - they gather data, simplify, visualise, hypothesise, conjecture and prove. The aim of the 
competition is to allow students to use their creativity and problem-solving skills to make choices about how 
best to ask and answer questions about their chosen project.   Entries are due back at school by Wednesday 
July 22nd.   
 
ICAS Maths Competion: 
 
Coming in Term 3 (more details will be provided later). 
 
Afterschool Maths:   Maths club star ted back on Wednesday 3rd June. 
 
This is held in room 4A every Wednesday from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. Students from Years 7 to 12 are welcome 
to attend to catch-up on Maths coursework.  Maths teachers will be available to assist students. No bookings 
are required.  
 
 
Edrolo Trial: 
 
Years 11 and 12 VCE classes still have access to the Edrolo Program until 24th July.  This Program covers the 
entire course and provides videos of worked examples and opportunities for students to practise skills.  
Students are encouraged to use this Program to review areas of weakness or preview content whilst it is 
available. 

Lauren Jackson| LEARNING SPECIALIST NUMERACY 
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Mathematics & Numeracy 
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Mathematics & Numeracy 
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eSmart 
Welcome back, 
 
 
It has been an interesting term and schools have faced challenges like never before.  Staff, students and parents 
have all responded with great flexibility and adaptability and now that we are back we need to ensure that we 
continue to maintain an environment that encourages positive behaviour both on and offline. 
 
Click on the link below to review the top 10 cyber safety tips 
https://www.esmart.org.au/news/top-10-cyber-safety-tips/ 
 

 Use tech to make life better 
 Keep your balance 
 Boundaries, people 
 Respect others 
 Keep everything updated 
 Spam, Spam, Spam, Spammidy-spam 
 Keep your cool 
 Keep your friends close and strangers at arm’s length 
 Be the Hero 
 Ask for help if you need it 
 

 

Sunbury Downs College is committed to being Smart, Safe and Responsible. 
 

Christine Jajo | eLEARNING COORDINATOR 

https://www.esmart.org.au/news/top-10-cyber-safety-tips/
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Middle Years 
 

Middle Years ERC 
 

 
COMPETITION TIME 
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Middle Years 
 

Middle Years ERC 
 
Well done Bella for your book review on Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.  You deserve a new book 
as a reward!!  Come and see Ms Martell for your prize. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Meredith Martell | ERC MANAGER Ms Livinia Natoli | LIBRARY ASSISTANT 
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Middle Years 
 

Middle Years Uniform Shop 

 

INTRODUCING ........... CLICK & COLLECT 

 
A fast and convenient way to shop for your Sunbury Downs College 
school uniform on-line. 

Shop on-line - collect next day trading 
On-line store link: 
https://www.noone.com.au/school/sunbury-downs-college/shop 
 

How Click & Collect works 
Discover click & collect, the convenient and quick way to shop from Noone. 
Shop on-line, place your order and your order will be ready to collect on the next trading day. 
We’ll get everything ready for you, so all you need to do is come in-store to collect your order, or 
home delivery is also available for your convenience. 

 

1. Shop on-line 
Type the school link into your browser: https://www.noone.com.au/sunbury-downs-college/shop 
Add the items to your cart that you would like to purchase via Click & Collect. 

 

2. Choose Click & Collect options 
Choose Click & Collect options or choose Australia Post option for home delivery. 
Click & Collect next trading day from the On campus store 
or 
Australia Post 7 - 10 working days for delivery 
 

Our retail staff are available to assist you with your uniform requirements at the location listed 
below 

 
Campus Store 
Sunbury Downs College 
Mitchells Lane 
Sunbury Vic 3429 
Email: sunburydowns@noone.com.au 
Trading Hours 
Monday 3.15pm - 5.00pm 
Thursday 3.15pm - 5.00pm 
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Careers 
VICTORIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION CENTRE (VTAC) 
 
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) is the central office that administers the application 
processes for places in tertiary courses, scholarships and the Special Entry Access Scheme at universities, 
TAFEs and independent tertiary colleges in Victoria (and a few outside Victoria). VTAC receives and 
forwards application information and supporting documentation to the relevant authorities at institutions. 

 
 Year 12 VTAC timely applications – throughout August and September 
 VTAC SEAS and Scholarship applications open August and September  

 
BOX HILL INSTITUTE 
Box Hill Institute are currently hosting a wide range of webinars: 
https://www.boxhill.edu.au/events/ 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
Meet Melbourne Webinars recordings: 
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/meet-melbourne 
 
DESTINATION MONASH 
Year 12 students who are interested to study at Monash are encouraged to visit this link: 
https://www.monash.edu/y12hub  
 
DIGITAL APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM 
 
The Digital Apprenticeship Program is for people looking for a career change or finishing Year 12.  You will 
get to work with digital technologies and solve problems for things that matter, and no degree is necessary. 
The Digital Apprenticeship Program is for Australian citizens who are passionate about digital technology 
and are interested in solving problems.   
 
If you enjoy pulling apart or building PCs, setting up home networks, building apps, finding trends in data or 

simply problem solving and making things simple, then you should consider applying. 

 Cyber security 

 User research 

 Programming 

 Interactive media 

 Software engineering 

 Big data 

 Networking 

 Systems analysis and design 

 Web development 

 Data analytics 

 Systems testing 

 Infrastructure support 

 Networking 

 Help desk 

 Applications development  

https://www.boxhill.edu.au/events/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/meet-melbourne
https://www.monash.edu/y12hub
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Careers 
  
 
Apprenticeship locations vary each year and often at locations all over the country.  For 2021, the majority of 
positions will be for Canberra, and positions outside of Canberra will depend on agency demand and workforce 
requirements.  
 
The benefits of the program include –  

 Industry experience while studying 

 A vocational qualification in digital technology 

 Support from supervisors 

 Competitive salary and super 

 Permanent Government employment 
 
Apprentices work full time and get to complete a Certificate IV or Diploma in a digital or technology-related 
field.  It is also all paid for by the apprentice’s government employer. 
 
Applications have opened and will close on Monday 29 June 2020.   
 
To find out more visit  
2021 Australian Government Digital Apprenticeship Program 

 
 

 Diane Bouras | CAREERS COORDINATOR 

https://www.dta.gov.au/help-and-advice/learning-and-development/start-your-digital-career-government/digital-apprenticeship-program
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Student Services 
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Student Services 
 

 

 

 
 

Despite remote learning Sunbury Downs College remained committed to celebrating, 
educating and acknowledging inclusion within our school  community. 
 
Students, staff and the whole school community was invited to engage in celebration of 
the International day against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia. 

 

Some ways our college celebrated IDAHOBIT included: 

 
One student decided to dye their dog rainbow colours for IDAHOBiT. 

 
Another small group of students decided to take all of their notes during Remote 

Learning using each coloured pen to make rainbow notes. 
 

Staff wore rainbow-coloured outfits and hats. 
 

LET’s keep the conversation going and further evolve our knowledge and 
understanding of Respectful Relationships!! 

 

UNITED!! 
 

A student led group for LGBTIQ + and Ally students to work together to ensure    
Sunbury Downs college is safe and inclusive for all. 
 
Students who are passionate about continuing the work with Sunbury Downs College 
to become a more inclusive school community are encouraged to attend scheduled 
meetings that will allow for planning, reviewing, education and celebrations related to 
Respectful Relationships.   
 
Initially, students can contact Michelle on the email below:  
hartwell.michelle.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 


