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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
 

‘Positive Mindset – Positive Actions – Positive Growth’ 
 
Congratulations to all members of our school for successfully navigating 

the challenges that we have been presented with during Term 2. 

 

The College community has interacted and supported each other at a level 

that I have not experienced in my 30 year career as a professional educator. 

The resilience demonstrated in recent weeks by students, families and staff 

from our College has been exceptional. Resilience is one of our school 

values. It is underpinned by an understanding of how well we are able to 

“bounce back”, recover or resume normal activities following difficult 

situations and circumstances.  

 

The recent loss of Ms Shenel Nedim has had a significant impact on us all. 

I would like to thank our entire school community for their support and 

understanding at this time of need. The Year 11 and 12 students have been 

impacted significantly. Ms Nedim was their coordinator, a classroom 

teacher and mentor to many students. The respect that they have shown to 

each other, their teachers and most importantly, the community and the 

way they have role modelled mature adult behaviours to the younger 

students has been inspirational.  

 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 4 June 2021 
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SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    03 9744 0500 

 
A reminder to parents that when your 
student is absent to call the College 
Absence Line and leave the following 
information: 
 Parent/Carer name 
 Student name 
 Home Group 
 Reason: please give detail 
 of  absence 
 Phone number 
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Principal’s Report 
T 

he College will work through a process to acknowledge and pay tribute to Ms Nedim in an ongoing capacity. 

In a very short space of time, Ms Nedim had a significant positive impact on the lives of young people, their 

parents and teaching colleagues at Sunbury Downs College. 

 

COVID Circuit Breaker Restrictions 

On Thursday 27 May 2021 the Acting Premier announced new circuit breaker restrictions for Victoria to 

address the recent COVID-19 outbreak. Initially the restrictions were planned for a 7 day period, however, as 

we are aware the restrictions remained for a period of two weeks. I would like to thank the school community 

for the way in which we were able to swiftly transition to remote and flexible learning and for the way in 

which we have been able to process updated information and changing advice often at short notice. We were 

able to provide a care and supervision program for children that were vulnerable or whose parents were 

authorised workers. A brief summary of the impact is listed further in this report. 

 

COVID Safe Protocols 

We are continuing to follow the advice of the Department of Education and Department of Health. The health 

and wellbeing of our students, staff and wider community remains the highest priority.  

 

Face masks (applies to all school settings) 

 School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask at school 

when indoors, or outdoors if 1.5 metre physical distancing cannot be maintained, including when 

attending an OSHC program, unless an exception applies. 

 Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school are not required to wear face masks 

when at school, or when attending an OSHC program. 

 For the purposes of communicating, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear 

face masks while teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all school staff and school students aged 12 or older when travelling to 

and from school. 

 

Density limits (applies to all school settings) 

The density limit of 1 person per 4 square metres applies in spaces used only by staff and to publicly 

accessible areas. It does not apply in classrooms or other areas used by students. 

 

Staffing Update  

Recent Appointments  

Recently the following staff have been appointed to positions advertised at the College: 

 Educational Support – Food Technology Assistant – Ms Lorraine Coster  

 Educational Support – Mini School Assistant / General Administration – Ms Victoria Sims  

 Classroom Teacher  –  Humanities / English – Ms Kathryn Jones 

Resignation 

 Ms Fabiana Johnston has submitted her resignation from Sunbury Downs College effective from 

10 July, 2021. We look forward to giving Ms Johnston an appropriate farewell at the end of     

Term 2. 

https://list.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au/track/click?u=770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872&id=8d3312f1f3e99552&e=386127a5945c9a3c
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Principal’s Report 
Current Lockdown restrictions and the impact on our Teaching and Learning Program 

 Remote and Flexible Learning – Reintroduced initially for all students and extended for Years 7-10 

and Year 11 VCAL. Year 11 and 12 students resumed face to face teaching Friday 4 June 2021. The 

scheduled teaching and learning program resumed at the College effective from Friday 11 June 2021.  

 General Achievement Test (GAT) – Postponed – Thursday 29 July 2021 

 Year 8 – 10 Semester 1 Examinations – Cancelled 

 Year 10 Work Experience – 21-25 June – Deferred 

 Year 11 Semester of Success – Postponed - New Date 16 July 2021 

 Year 9 City Experience – 21-25 June – Deferred 

 Later Years Information Evening – Postponed – New Date 19 July 2021  

 Attitude to School Student Survey – Extended timeline for completion (25 June 2021) 

 

Accessible Buildings Program 

The College has been successful in submitting an application as part of the Government Funding for Schools 

Program to ensure that all students, regardless of disabilities or other differences, are able to fully participate, 

learn and develop and succeed at Victorian Government schools. The College will continue working with the 

Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA) to implement this project. 

 

School & General Office Hours 

Students begin their Term 2 vacation from 2:25pm on Friday 25 June 2021 and return at 9am on Monday 12 

July 2021. The General Office will be closed from 3:30pm Friday 25 June 2021 and will reopen at 8am on 

Monday 12 July 2021. 

 

Thank you for the support offered throughout Term 2 and I wish our College community a safe and restful 

school holiday period with families and those close to you.  

 

Term 3 will be quickly upon us presenting us with new challenges and opportunities for learning. 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the College as together we develop the knowledge and skills in our 
young people to have the ‘Confidence to Achieve’. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Warwick Beynon 
Principal 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Mr Warwick Beynon | PRINCIPAL 
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New Staff 
My name is Nikolai Edwards. I moved here from New Zealand early November last 
year and I now live in Sunbury. I have taught all over New Zealand and in London. 
Five years ago I moved to teaching full time into secondary schools from middle 
schools where I have spent most of my career. I am teaching Mathematics and Science 
this year. I have been fortunate to have worked in many teaching roles including 
leading teacher, teaching teachers and parents. My study included a variety of  Post-
Master’s Degree papers and research. I am also working on this year’s Production 
which looks amazing. I look forward to using my eclectic range of skills across Years 
8, 9 and 10 this year, as well as covering other areas when required. 

 
 
Hello everyone! My name is Kylie Middlemast. I am a new member of staff at Sunbury 
Downs College teaching classes in Maths, Science and Biology. I completed my 
Bachelor of Applied Science at Swinburne University, I studied a Graduate Diploma of 
Teaching at Australian Catholic University and then I completed the Masters of 
Educational Leadership at Melbourne University. I first starting teaching in London a 
loooong time ago! I look forward to becoming part of the SDC community. 
 

 
 
My name is Dr So. I am a new member of staff at Sunbury Downs College teaching 
classes in Science and Chemistry. I completed my Bachelor of Engineering and Doctor 
of Philosophy at the University of Melbourne in 2011 and 2016 respectively. Before I 
joined SDC as a teacher, I was a lecturer in the Faculty of Engineering and IT at the 
University of Melbourne teaching undergraduate and postgraduate subjects for 6 years. 
I am a certified scuba diver and I love to explore the wonderful underwater world in 
different countries. I also have great interest in photography and auto racing. I always 
take my camera with me when I travel, and I participate in track racing events on 
weekends. It is my great pleasure to join the SDC community and I look forward to 
meeting everyone at school! 
 
 
 
Hello everyone! My name is Abbi Johnstone. I am a new member of staff at Sunbury 
Downs College working in the general office. I have previously worked at a primary 
school in Keilor East, and I have really enjoyed working in a secondary school this 
year! I live in Sunbury with my fiancé and my beautiful Golden Retriever, George. I 
love reading books, visiting my nieces and nephews and going to the beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
My name is Nicollette Plakas, and I am new to Sunbury Downs College in 2021. This 
year I am teaching Year 7 English, Year 10 English, and Year 11 English. When I went 
to university, my majors were English and History, my favourite history is World War 
2. My favourite novel is ‘Lolita’ by Vladimir Nabokov, and my favourite picture book 
is ‘Oh, The Places You’ll Go’ by Dr Seuss. I love to go for walks, cleaning and 
drinking coffee. 
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New Staff 
 

Hi there! My name is Emily Gascoyne. I started working at Sunbury Downs College 
in Term 4 of last year as the College Mental Health Practitioner. Prior to this I worked 
at another school for 6 years as a Student Wellbeing Coordinator. My educational 
background is social work and I studied at Deakin University in 2012. I feel it is an 
absolute privilege to meet and get to know young people and to support them through 
any difficult challenges they may be experiencing in their life. I provide one-on-one 
support for young people as well as connecting with staff and also community 
organisations to have conversations about student wellbeing needs. I can also create 
new and exciting programs and presentations that target the needs of our students and 
the College.  
 

I work part time hours and my availability is Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Outside of school I like to 
spend time with my family, bake delicious treats and travel (not that there is much of that happening at the 
moment!). I look forward to seeing both new and familiar faces and always welcome the opportunity to 
speak with families about the wellbeing needs of their children or loved ones. 

 
 
Hi all! My name is Chiara Arena. I began my journey at Sunbury Downs College    
midway through Term 1 of 2021 as the school Youth Worker. I hope to have a positive 
impact on each student I encounter and work with, especially for those students who 
face some extremely challenging circumstances. I feel that I can achieve this by 
developing strong rapport with the young people at Sunbury Downs and establishing a 
level of mutual respect to best work together to overcome their individual barriers. I 
primarily work one-on-one with students with the purpose of identifying the specific 
support needs of each young person. I hope to continue to develop and improve my 
practice whilst continuing to work alongside a team of supportive and insightful 
people.  
 
 
Hi! I am Mrs Hisu Lee and I am so excited to teach Art this Semester. It will be a 
Semester full of learning to develop Art language to become more sophisticated 
teenagers and with many Art making activities to become creative thinkers. I am from 
South Korea, and came to Australia as an overseas student to study Fine Art at RMIT. 
This is my 12th year of teaching secondary Art. I absolutely love teaching Art and I 
teach with a passion for my subject so that hopefully many students will develop a 
strong desire to be lifelong learners. 
 
I am married and have a daughter who is in Year 10. We have two dogs, Lucy, a 
brown Kelpie, and Jack, a grey Border Collie. 
 

 
 
 
Hi everyone. My name is Karen Collier. I have joined Sunbury Downs College as 
Library/Work Experience/Administration assistant. My background is in print and 
digital journalism. I have a passion for helping people and promoting literacy. In my 
spare time I enjoy travelling, hiking, attending AFL matches and reading. I am 
delighted to join the SDC community and look forward to getting to know all the 
students and staff.  
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Later Years 
 
 
Yet again we found ourselves in the midst of another COVID crisis and having to transition to remote and 
flexible learning. As always, our students handled it with grace and were able to jump back into lockdown 
mode. 
 
Before the lockdown we had some exciting things take place. The Year 11 Debutantes and Escorts had 
their first dance rehearsal. Watching the students prepare for this amazing event was incredibly engaging. It 
was great to see how quickly they picked up the dance moves and how well they connected with each 
other. Unfortunately, it was the only rehearsal before lockdown and the Debutante Ball was postponed. In 
true fashion, the Debutantes and the Escorts were disappointed but understanding of the need to change the 
date and we look forward to celebrating this event in November. The exciting news is that we have had a 
change in venue, our Debutante Ball will be held at L’Unica in Parkville.  This is a new venue for us and it 
looks phenomenal.  
 
The Year 11 and 12 VCE students completed their mid-year examination giving them a true indication of 
the structure of the end of year VCAA examinations. The students were able to get a better understanding 
of how to prepare for their exams and what areas they need to revisit in their studies. This was a beneficial 
learning experience for our students, not only with their content knowledge but giving them an indication 
of how effective their current study habits are.  
 
This week was change of Semester with all students commencing their Semester 2 subjects. It was perfect 
timing to start afresh, back on site, with new classes and a new schedule where students and teachers are 
able to look forward towards the rest of the year. 
 

We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and look forward to beginning Term 3. 

Nadine Gleeson | LATER YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER 
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Middle Years 
 
 
As Term 2 draws to a close it is an opportune time to stop and take stock, reflecting on our achievements so 
far in 2021.  
 
Especially the amazing way that our community has responded in these uncertain times and multiple 
periods of lockdown and remote and flexible learning so far this year.  
 
As the Middle Years Mini School Leader, I am incredibly proud of how our students have responded to 
adversity, particularly during recent months.  It has been truly inspiring to watch how our Middle Years 
students have been living out our College values, both working remotely and upon their return to school.  
  
 Students have displayed Respect supporting each other, working with their peers, families and 

teachers while adhering to various restrictions and preventative measures that were put in place.  
 
 Students have held Ambition for themselves by rapidly adapting to remote learning and back to face-

to-face learning, all while maintaining high expectations for themselves. 
 
 The way students have taken all the changes and uncertainty in their stride has been a superb example 

of young people displaying Resilience,  at times well beyond their years.  
 
 While at times over the last few months we have had to be physically apart, the way in which our 

students have continually reached out to staff and each other as well as their continued engagement in  
schooling has shown just how strong our Community is at Sunbury Downs College.   

 
Over the next few weeks, I encourage all students to access and review their Semester 1 reports. Use these 
as a basis to set yourself some goals for Semester 2, 2021.  
 
I would like to wish you all a safe and restful Term 2 holiday period and look forward to seeing you all 
back on-site for what I am sure will be an amazing Term 3 for students in Middle Years at Sunbury Downs 
College. The Middle Years Team are busily planning a range of activities that will take place throughout 
the rest of the year (restrictions pending) that will be designed to support students wellbeing, engagement 
and academic outcomes all while having a great deal of fun along the way.  
 
 
 

Dwayne Stojcevski | MIDDLE YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER 
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Careers 
 

News from the University of Melbourne 
 
 
 

A Day at Melbourne 
 
Year 10 and 11 students are invited to attend a ‘Day at Melbourne’ to get a taste of the university experience.  
Students will have the opportunity to attend lectures and interactive workshop sessions that will challenge them 
to think critically and gain insight into the broad areas of study available to them.  They will also have the 
chance to chat with University staff about studying at UoM, including information on courses, student 
societies, and support services at a Course and Student Services Expo.  All students will also enjoy a tour of 
our beautiful Parkville campus. 
 
Date:  Thursday 8 July 2021 
Time: Morning session: 10.00am – 2.00pm or Afternoon session: 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
  
Note: Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars Class of 2021 are invited to the morning session and Class of 2022 are 
invited to the afternoon session. 
 
Registration is essential as numbers are limited, due to COVID restrictions, only registered students can attend 
lectures.  One additional guest, such as a parent or adult guardian, will be allowed to attend the expo.  
 
Meet Melbourne Online Recordings 
 
Students who missed the ‘Meet Melbourne Online’ series last month can now access the recordings of these 
course information webinars at Meet Melbourne Online. 

Careers in Science 
 
Students who are considering studying Science and want to learn more about Careers in Science, are 
encouraged to browse Careers in Science link. 
 
Mathematics and Statistics Undergraduate Experience 
 
The University is hosting a two day free online undergraduate experience for students in Years 11 and 12. 
Throughout the event, students will gain insight into the Mathematical and Statistical courses on offer in the 
undergraduate degrees.  Students will be able to choose what lectures they attend (just like a university student) 
and work with academic staff and current undergraduate students in the tutorials and seminars that follow.  
 
Given that the lectures provided are of an undergraduate level, students should be comfortable with most topics 
within VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4 (or equivalent).  
 
Date:   Thursday 1 - Friday 2 July 2021 
Time:  9.00am - 3.30pm  
 
Students should register their interest as soon as possible as places are limited and expressing an interest does 
not guarantee a place in the program.   
 
Register at Mathematics and Statistics Undergraduate Experience 
 

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/meet-melbourne-online
https://science.unimelb.edu.au/students/careers-in-science
https://forms.your.unimelb.edu.au/4746923?SID=a3x2e00000007rc&discipline=Science&subdiscipline=Mathematics%20and%20Statistics&sfid=7012e000000AZGpAAO
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Careers 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Careers Expo 
 
Torrens University’s Virtual Careers Expo is a unique opportunity for students to explore some of the 
country’s best tertiary education providers and get the information they need to map out the next steps on 
their career journey.  Students who have registered will be able to logon, ask live questions and watch live 
seminars any time between 11.30am and 7.00pm.  They also have the option to watch any seminars and 
presentations on-demand any time afterwards, as well as explore any of the exhibitors stands, download 
course guides, and take virtual campus tours. 
 
Date:  Friday 16 July 2021 
Time: 11.30am – 7.00pm 
 
For more information and to see the full list of exhibitors, and to register, visit Torrens University’s Virtual 
Careers Expo.  
 

 
 
 

Schindler Apprentice Information Night 2021 
 
When you join Schindler, you become part of a global family that is one of the world’s leading providers of 
elevators, escalators, and moving walks. With 6 locations across Australia and a team of over 1,200 people, 
there is so much to experience as an Apprentice at Schindler.  Through a world-class program over four 
years, apprentices take on regular structured in-house training, gain a formal electrical trade qualification, 
and learn from a network of the industry’s leading experts. 
 
Students keen on finding out more are invited to participate in an online information evening which will 
cover topics including what an apprenticeship at Schindler offers, life after the apprenticeship, an 
opportunity to meet with current apprentices, etc. 
 
Date:  Monday 12 July 2021 
Time: 6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
Register at Schindler Apprentice Information Night 2021. 

 

https://www.torrens.edu.au/whats-on/virtual-careers-expo?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=newsletter_careersadvisors&utm_term=&utm_content=
https://www.torrens.edu.au/whats-on/virtual-careers-expo?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=newsletter_careersadvisors&utm_term=&utm_content=
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/schindler-apprentice-information-night-2021-tickets-151005969921?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=127601361&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--MyaPdeUIcoO6OeiNtkNYG14zozxSGpACJsB7e4EoHp8CUoNPZ234-HkmJs5nsIFyXmT7dXo2HQzi6QYOh7U2WPMIdxPgbReiBYAD2ZJp9OUc2UVw&


 

 

 

Diane Bouras | CAREERS COORDINATOR 
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Careers 
 
 
 
 
News from RMIT University 
 
The Bachelor of Arts (Music Industry) Program at RMIT allows  students to explore trends and issues in 
music and gain the skills to pursue a career in Sound Engineering, Artist and Event Management, 
Journalism and more. 
 
Students who love music and want to pursue a career in the Music Industry are encouraged to participate in 
this upcoming event, which will include the opportunity to chat to Music Industry representatives.  To find 
out more: 

 
Date:  Tuesday 29 June 2021 
Time: 10am to 4pm 
Venue: Collingwood Yards, 35 Johnston Street, Collingwood VIC 3066  
 
Registrations close on Monday 28 June 2021 at 5.00pm.  To register for the event, go to Music Careers 
Expo 2021 
 
RMIT Science Experience 
 
RMIT University's Science Experience gives budding scientists the opportunity to explore STEM at 
University in a safe and supportive environment.   
 
With an underlying theme of food and its applications, students will participate in interactive exercises, 
excursions, workshops and guest presentations. The program will feature a holistic STEM experience 
covering Health Sciences, Engineering and traditional Science to emerging areas like Space Science, Food 
Science and Virtual Reality.  
 
The program will have a strong focus on careers, pathways and journeys as supported by current STEM 
mentors from RMIT University. 
 
Date:  29 June – 1 July 2021 
 
Find out more, including costs, and register at Science Experience. 

 
Diane Bouras | CAREERS COORDINATOR 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=35+Johnston+Street%2c+Collingwood+VIC+3066
https://www.thepush.com.au/news/music-careers-expo-2021
https://www.thepush.com.au/news/music-careers-expo-2021
https://www.scienceexperience.com.au/when-where
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Student Services 
 

 

 

 
Student Services decided to respond similarly to the most recent lockdown as we did throughout the        
majority of last year; appointments via telephone, and a strong approach to community programs to help 
keep everyone connected. 
 
Students engaged well with over-the-phone appointments, and despite the suddenness of the lockdown, all 
demonstrated incredible resilience throughout. Our Student Services team members shared the                
responsibility of coming on-site to support the students attending school in-person, and also working from 
home remotely.  
 
Thankfully we were able to connect with Sunbury College again to have a ‘Sunbury’ Students v Staff     
Kahoot! It was a great success, and amazingly Charlotte Brennan took home the win for the very first      
Kahoot of the lockdown! The following week Sunbury Downs’ amazing First Aid Officer/Finance Officer/
All-Round Amazing Person, Ms Wendy Tingley took home the top spot! It was great fun, and amazing to 
see students still engaged with the school community despite the lockdown restrictions.  
 

 
Our newest Chaplain, Mr Rob Nansen was able to host his amazing Blacksmithing Workshop from his 
home too. He shared his love of the art form, helping students and teachers learn a thing or two about 
Blacksmithing, including what a forge is, an anvil, and how to make an S-Hook and Bookmark! Students 
participating also got to share their stories of their own blacksmithing creations and even show them off! A 
shout out to Hannah Linard from 9D for her incredible sword she made last year!! 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunbury Downs College                          ‘Confidence to Achieve’           Page 12 Parent Newsletter  NO 4 

 

Student Services 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Finally, since returning, we have been fortunate enough to share with the Year 9 Home Groups a ‘Strengths 
& Values’ based program to help students identify their own personal strengths, what their values are, and 
learn how these can help produce resilience and a greater sense of positive wellbeing. It has been heartening 
to have students articulate their own strengths and share their personal and common values.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we approach Term 3 we are in the early steps of putting together a Boys Group Program for the Middle 
Years cohort and hope to have this underway in the second half of the Term. Stay tuned for further updates! 
 
We hope everyone has an amazing holiday break and look forward to continuing to support students and 

families to develop their most healthiest selves. 

Nicholas Livingston |  STUDENT SERVICES LEADER 


