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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
Term 3 is an important one for all students especially Year 12’s as they work 
towards completing and finalizing course work and assessments. For the 
College, we begin in earnest preparing for 2024.  
 
We commenced the term with a Whole School Assembly welcoming 
students and new staff. At the assembly we acknowledged Charlotte Le 
Guier for her recent achievements with the Girl Guides – being awarded the 
Queens Guide Award. Local MP, Joshua Bull attended the assembly as a 
special guest and assisted with the presentation of a certificate to Charlotte.  
At the assembly Josh announced that Sunbury Downs College had applied 
for, and been successful in, a grant for the amount of $50,000 to upgrade 
our basketball and netball courts to support the College along with the 
surrounding community. This project received funding from the Victorian 
Government through the West Gate Tunnel Project’s Sunbury & Bulla 
Neighbourhood Fund. We look forward to these works commencing shortly 
to further improve the College’s sporting facilities. 
 
Pleasingly, enrolments for Year 7 in 2024 are continuing to be received and 
we expect these will be slightly higher than 2023. We are continuing to 
receive enquiries about our Teaching and Learning program at all Year 
Levels. 
 
 
 

 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 5 August 2023 

   Important Dates 
2023 

• Friday 18 August 
            Year 11 Careers Expo 

• Monday 21 August 
            Curriculum Day (student free) 

• Monday 11 September 
            Production week 

• Wednesday 13 September 
            PIMS 11am—7pm  
            (Not student free) 

• Thursday 14 September 
            RUOK Day 
            Production show #1— 6.30pm 

• Friday 15 September 
            Last Day Term 3 
            2.25pm finish 
            Production show #2— 6.30pm 
 
   

SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    9744 0500 

A reminder to parents that when your 
student is absent to call the College 
Absence Line and leave the following 
information: 
⬧ Parent/Carer name 
⬧ Student name 
⬧ Home Group 
⬧ Reason: please give detail of  

absence 
⬧ Phone number 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 
 
Staffing Update 
Following recruitment processes the current appointments / advertisements have been made.  

 
English / Hums – Mr Jack Drake 
Music / Drama – Ms Marlee Conlan  
English / Music – Mr Christopher Johnson  
Mathematics – Ms Michelle Evans 
Chaplain – Advertised vacancy 
Mental Health Practitioner – Ms Stephanie Donaldson 

 
Year 9 into Year 10 Subject Selection / Parent Information Evening 
The Year 9 into Year 10 Parent Information Evening to support the student subject selection process in 

preparation for 2024 was conducted on Monday 17 July. This was well attended by parents and students. 

Subject selections were due on Friday 28 July. 

Year 8 Camp 
The Year 8 Camp was conducted at Mt Evelyn from Wednesday 26 July to Friday 28 July, which was a great 
success. I thank the staff who participated and supported this event for our Year 8 students.  
 
School for Student Leadership 
Students from Year 9 selected from Sunbury Downs College have commenced their learning experience at 
the Alpine School. 
 
Our Year 9 representatives are Dayne Weiler (9C), Skye Haworth (9A), Riveen Randeniya (9E), Maddie 
Campbell (9B), Eleanor Leviston (9E) and Ryder Bowman (9E). We look forward to receiving feedback 
about their progress and the community learning project that they are in the process of developing. 
 
School Uniform 
Sunbury Downs College is proud of its school uniform. The wearing of school uniform supports the 

Sunbury Downs College motto of ‘Confidence to Achieve’. Feedback is being sought from students and 

staff regarding including an additional optional item to the school uniform list. The proposed items are a 

long-sleeved puffer jacket, and a puffer vest and these will be permitted to be worn as an outer layer. 

 

Term 3 – Whole School Curriculum Day 

The date for the Term 3 Curriculum Day is Monday 21 August. The activity being participated in relates to 

Trauma Informed Practices and is a continuation of the Berry Street educational model that commenced in 

2022. The regular teaching and learning program will not be timetabled and students are not required to 

attend school on this day. 
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Principal’s Report 
 

Annual Parent / Guardians Opinion Survey 

The 2023 annual DET Parent / Guardians Opinion Survey is now open and will remain so until Friday 8 

September 2023.  Reminders will be forwarded to families via Compass as the closing date approaches. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 
 
Regards, 
 
Warwick Beynon 
Principal 

  
 

Mr Warwick Beynon | PRINCIPAL 
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Josh Bull 
 
 

Sunbury Downs College has been successful in receiving a grant for $50,000 to upgrade the external 
asphalt netball courts to support the college and surrounding community. 
 
This project received funding from the Victorian Government through the West Gate Tunnel Project’s 
Sunbury & Bulla Neighbourhood Fund. 
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Later Years 
At the time of writing this newsletter article, our Later Years students were working diligently to complete 
their coursework and prepare for the looming end of year exams.  Coupled with this impressive work 
ethic, the Later Years team are working in conjunction with students to ensure that key events and 
milestones are being planned and prepared for. 
 
The Year 12 students recently visited the Melbourne Careers Expo where they viewed stalls from a range 
of career pathways and universities and had the opportunity to speak with people that work and study in 
the field.  After the excursion, the group had some much needed relax time donning ice skates  at the ice 
rink. Special mentions go to Phoenix Toia, Ben Hawkins and Hauyie Loh for their community spirit, 
Andrew Bracken and Jack Clapham for getting up each time and giving it another go, Alisha Clarkson for 
best support crew and to Mr Watson, Robbie Sparks, Lilia Pendlebury, Shaila Mychal, Madina Nabole and 
many others for best on ground. It was a well-deserved break from the increased workload that Term 3 
brings. VTAC applications have now opened, and students are in the process of having career meetings, 
applying for further education courses, identifying pathways and imagining what the future will bring 
them. We wish them all the best for these very busy few months ahead and to please remember to 
always ask for support if needed.  
 
Similar to the Year 12 students, our Year 11 students are also having discussions related to further 
pathways and tertiary education options.  Over the next few weeks our Year 11 VM students will be 
visiting several locations in Melbourne to explore potential career options, whilst hearing from leaders 
from various fields applicable to these students.  Moreover, on August 18, Miss Carew has organised for 
the Year 11 students to attend a Careers Expo.  Students and their parents/carers are asked to ensure 
that all necessary paperwork has been completed to allow their child to attend this important event.   
 
Our Year 10 students have now returned from their Work Experience week, with many students 
communicating the great worth of this program.  Some students have been offered part-time work, 
others have been offered apprenticeships, whilst others have used this week to evaluate and consider 
whether the industry/field that they were in was indeed the pathway they wish to pursue into the 
future.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank the students for their conduct and commitment 
towards this programme, as well as parents/guardians for their support in ensuring that procedures were 
put in place for travel and communication during this time.  As well, a massive thank you to all businesses 
for once again supporting our College in allowing our students to attend your place of work. 

Riedwaan Nassiep | LATER YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER (ACTING) 
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Careers News 
 
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM  
At the end of Term 2, during the week of 19  to 23 June, the Year 10 students participated in a one-week 
Work Experience placement in an industry of their choice. We have heard of many positive experiences, 
many new skills learned, and most of all students had the opportunity to gain an understanding of the 
workplace. We are proud of our students for conducting themselves in such a  professional manner whilst 
representing Sunbury Downs College.  
 

We have some testimonials from some of our Year 10 Students:  
 
For Work Experience I went to A.G Coombs and spent the week in the office. I 
was moved around between all the different groups and businesses, completed 
various tasks from billings to binding to sitting in meetings. I learnt a lot about 
how different roles in the office do their jobs and got an insight into full time 
work.  Amelia Sacco - (10E) 
 
 

 
I was able to go to Melbourne University for my Work Experience Program. During my 
time at Melbourne University, I contributed in conducting research and performing 
practical reports. I enjoyed this placement very much.  Alejo Banting  - (10E) 
 
 

 
 
 
Riley Drake - (10A)  
Sunbury & Macedon Ranges Specialist School - Maintenance 
 
 
 

 
 
Angus Lambert - (10C) 
Christo Sojin - (10C) 
FLS Midth Abon  - Engineering 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cyra Santos  - (10B) 
Southgate Health—Reception 
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Careers News 
 
 
Work experience has been great and I've been learning a lot. I have got to 
experience the work life. I've been working on presentations, working on draft 
emails, being in the parliament and watching sitting days. My trip to parliament 
happened on Thursday, I got to watch question time in person and I got to meet 
the Deputy Premier Jacinta Allan. Overall it was a great experience and I would 
recommend doing work experience at the Josh Bull office if anyone would like to 
test their innovation and leadership skills. 
Bella Jackson 10E 
 
 

YEAR 9 MORRISBY PROFILING AND INTERVIEWS  
The Morrisby program is a two-part program which runs in Term 2 and Term 3 for our Year 9 students 
each year. Students participated in an online psychometric assessment which captures their skills, 
aptitudes, and interests. Their results were then matched with careers and subjects, which is designed to 
provide students with career suggestions that match their profile. The students also participated in an 
interview with a careers consultant to discuss their results and career interests. Some students are yet to 
complete their profile and interview, and these students will be given the opportunity to complete this 
during Term 3.  
 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 2024 
Our current Year 9 students will be introduced to the 2024 Work Experience Program, and are 
encouraged to begin searching for a placement. Their placement will be held in June 2024, and exact 
dates will be released shortly. For any assistance searching for placements, please contact Melanie Hatch 
– Work Experience Coordinator.  
 
A helpful resource for some great work experience placement opportunities can be found at: 
https://studyworkgrow.com.au/work-experience/ 
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Year 9 Urban Experience 
   
 
 
On Monday 19 June 2023 the Year 9 cohort met at the train station for an 8:38am departure into the city 
where we visited the Shrine of Remembrance first, followed by the Botanical Gardens. The Shrine's 
building held intriguing hidden secrets, and our tour guide shared the story of its construction, 
emphasizing the statue symbolizing young donors. Inside, a gap in the roof allowed sunlight to illuminate 
the word "love" on Remembrance Day at 11am. The Shrine also housed a museum with a rare boat from 
the Gallipoli war. We concluded the tour with an Anzac poem and a photograph of a large crowd. After 
lunch, we headed to the Botanical Gardens where our guides led us on different paths, including a warm 
greenhouse and a herb garden where we made scent bags. We then explored a peaceful rainforest and a 
bird-filled pond engaging in relaxing activities. Reflecting on the day, we retrieved our belongings, took a 
tram to the train station, and journeyed home.  
 

On Tuesday 20 June we walked to the NGV from Flinders Street Station as it was nearby, while other 
groups took trams to their activities.  Our guide took us to a hall with a stained-glass roof and abstract art 
where we learned the rules and purpose of our visit. Moving as a group, we encountered various art 
pieces, including "The banquet of Cleopatra" and Picasso's "Weeping Woman." Each stop involved 
discussions about the stories and symbolism behind the artworks. Our last stop featured a breathtaking 
Japanese sculpture by a lake. After the tour, we had approximately an hour to explore the gallery in small 
groups. We marvelled at the talent displayed in numerous paintings and sculptures. Around noon we took 
a tram to Melbourne University for a scavenger hunt. With a map and a scavenger hunt sheet we 
attempted to find answers without using Google. It proved challenging due to the size of the campus and 
the multitude of questions.  
 

On Wednesday 21 June we visited The Big Issue and the Melbourne Museum. We walked from the station 

to The Big Issue building where we listened to a speaker discuss homelessness and marginalized 

individuals. We then participated in puzzle activities in groups with different rules. We heard a personal 

story from a former homeless individual before receiving old Big Issue magazines. Afterward, we took a 

tram to the Melbourne Museum, had lunch and explored various sections such as natural earth, dinosaurs 

and visual art.  

On Thursday 22 June we visited the MCG for a tour and explored interesting street art. We walked to the 
MCG where we started by placing our bags in a trolley and walking around the grounds while the guide 
shared the history. We even touched the grass on the oval. Next, we visited the members' area, the 
players' changing rooms with hot tubs and massage tables, the commentators' box and referee area. But 
the excitement didn't end there. We were then taken to a museum and game area where we received 
special sweatbands with chips to create our own characters and play games like surfing and horse racing 
simulators. We explored the museum, watched 3D short videos featuring players' experiences and had 
the opportunity to meet Paralympian Melissa Tapper who showed us her Olympic medal. Afterwards, we 
walked around the city admiring street art while using a map to navigate our way back to Melbourne 
Central.  
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Year 9 Urban Experience 
   
On Friday 23 June we visited the Queen Victoria Market and saw a movie at ACMI. At Flinders Street 
Station, we split up with some taking trams and others walking. My group hopped on a tram to the 
market, while a few braved the rain and walked. Upon arrival, we stayed in groups of four and explored 
the various stalls. There were fascinating handmade pop-up cards and popular treats like donuts and 
giant plushies. After browsing and making a few purchases, we headed back to Federation Square where 
ACMI is located. Following a brief lunch break, we entered the theatre and we were surprised that we 
were not watching a boring documentary but instead a movie called "True Spirit." It told the inspiring true 
story of a 16-year-old girl sailing around the world alone. Once the movie ended, we returned to the train 
station for our final journey home. Upon reaching Sunbury, everyone was dismissed, marking the start of 
our holidays. 
 
Overall, it was a great experience with many memories to keep. Even though it was tiring I will never 
regret it, it has taught me so much and if I could, I would do it all again. 
Eleanor Leviston (9E) 
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Sport 
 
It’s been a busy start to Term 3 with a number of different sports 
already competing at Interschool and Regional level. To kick start 
Term 3 off, David Geissler (11C) and Dean O’Rourke (11V) 
represented our College at State Cross Country. They both ran 
extremely well and beat their individual running times which is a 
great achievement. Senior and Intermediate teams have also 
represented our College for both Interschool netball and 
badminton.   
 

On Friday 14 July our Senior and Intermediate students made their way 
to Cobblebank Stadium to represent Sunbury Downs College at 
Interschool badminton. It was a successful day with the Senior boys 
finishing second only to lose on percentage points to Melton, whilst our 
Senior girls won and are now off to the WMR finals. The winning Senior 
team was made up of Years 10 and 11 students. Eliza Lee (11A) and Year 
10 students -  Charlize Micallef (10C), Cyra Santos (10B) and Jia – Zhen Lu 
(10E) were all successful in making it to the next round. At the end of last 
term, the Year 8 girls also attended the WMR badminton finals. A big 
congratulations to Larissa Dandas (8E), Sonechka Javier (8E), Liya Ninan 
(7G) and Sarayu Singh (7B) for reaching the finals. These students are 
commended for their efforts and for representing our College values 
exceptionally well.  The Intermediate boys netball teams were also 
successful in reaching the next round of finals. We wish them the best of 

luck when they head out in the next few weeks.  A big thank you to all staff who helped coach on these 
days.  
 

On Thursday 20  July the Intermediate boys represented our school by 
playing two netball games against Gisborne and Kurunjang. The boys 
absolutely dominated both schools putting them to verse in the finals. The 
finals was the most stressful game I have ever seen, but we all had faith 
and never gave up under the circumstances we were in. It was such a close 
game, only winning by 2 goals after being down by 5. The boys worked 
well as a team and kept their heads high even in the toughest situation. 
They all listened amazingly to the advice from the sidelines and used it to 
make themselves and each other better. It was such a fun day and a good 
experience as it’s the last year they will be playing together as a team. I am 
proud of how they went and hoping they will do their best for the next 
round.  Cyra Santos (10B )- Coach 
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Year 11 Health & Human Development 

  

In Unit 2 Health & Human Development students have been learning about early childhood                     

development. On Tuesday 18 July and Wednesday 19 July two HHD classes went on a excursion to the 

Dulap Wilim Hub to visit students in the four year old Kindergarten program. Our students engaged with 

the four year olds in a number of play activities including playing tag, dressing dolls and playdough. Later 

in the term the Kindergarten children will be coming over to our school to participate in some activities to 

promote the children’s physical, social, emotional and intellectual development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Year 11 Health & Human Development class we are learning about the different life span stages.     

Within this class we got to visit the Dulap Wilim Hub Kindergarten where we spent some time getting to 

know the children and interacting with them.  The children were aged 4-6 and it was interesting how they 

go about daily tasks and activities around their classroom.  We drew, built forts, read books and played 

hermit crabs.  It made me miss kinder.  The experience gave us an insight of how developed children are 

at this life-span stage.  Overall the experience was eventful and strong friendships were made between us 

and the children. Danielle Matina (11A) 
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Year 11 Health & Human Development 

 

In our Year 11 Health & Human Development class we are currently exploring the stages of human         
development and as part of this unit our class visited the Dulap Wilim Hub Kindergarten group.  We were 
there to observe how 3 - 4 year olds interact with their environment as well as their peers. The               
experience gave us a better understanding of how developed children at this age are in different aspects, 
such as their ability to recall information and follow directions. It was surprising to see some of the           
activities the kindergarten provide the children with to learn. There were two hermit crabs that the          
children were able to play with which they would place them on a table and allow them to walk around 
picking them up by the shell when they got too close to the edge. It was interesting to see the care they 
took when interacting with the creatures and how they were focused on keeping the crabs safe.”  
David Geissler (11C) 
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                             TEACHER 

Nathan Snelson | HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
                               TEACHER 



  

 

  

 

Year 8 Camp 
 
 
 
Our Year 8 Cohort attended Mt Evelyn YMCA Recreation Camp during the week of Wednesday 26 to Friday 
28 July 2023. During this week the camp’s aim was to create connections, a sense of belonging and 
opportunities to find success in challenge through teamwork, communication and leadership skills.  
Students participated in activities such as mountain biking, archery, bushwalking and team challenges. 
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Year 10 Visual Art 
 
On  Saturday 15 July the Footscray Art Prize had its opening event where the general public came together 
to enjoy a variety of artworks from established, emerging and young artists.  
 

The Footscray Art Prize is a biennial visual art prize for contemporary artworks across multiple platforms 
and disciplines. Judges for the prize were comprised of Museum Directors, Artists and Curators.  
 
Jia-Zhen Lu (10E) had her work ‘Beauty in Itself’ successfully exhibited in the community centre along with 
112 artworks by young artists. Jia-Zhen has put a lot of effort and hard work into producing the dry-point 
etching print.  
 

“It has been an honour to participate in this year’s 2023 Footscray Art Prize event and be able to explore 
the creative skills of the community while I was there. Although I did not make it as the final winner, it was 
still a humbling, yet eye-opening experience that I didn’t know I would be participating in today. As I 
looked around all the community art pieces, it gave me a sense of inspiration and deep motivation to 
create and improve my art for next time. Big thanks to Ms Wardy for always offering chances for me to 
extend myself to the community, as well as supporting me through the process! I am very grateful for your 
help.” Jia-Zhen Lu 
 

Congratulations and well done to Jia-Zhen. 
 
The Footscray Art Prize is a biennial prize meaning the next event will occur in 2025. This is your 

opportunity to get planning and preparing for the Footscray Art Prize in 2025. The art team looks forward 

to supporting you in producing creative and innovative artworks if you wish to take on this opportunity.   
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Debate Team 
 
 
 
On Monday 31 July our Sunbury Downs College Debate Team 
attended St Bernards College in Essendon for Round 5 of the          
Inter-school Debating Competition. The team completed 5 regional 
debates, coming in 5th = out of 25 teams and 1st = out of Government 
Schools . 

 

For many reasons, including the fact that the advantages go beyond classroom settings, debating is 
enjoyable and a valuable skill for everyone. My first year of debating gave me the opportunity to naturally 
develop higher critical thinking skills, which allowed me to quickly form compelling arguments and think 
outside the box. I also got the opportunity to extend my communication abilities such as public speaking, 
articulation, and the use of persuasive language, which improved as a result from participating in debates. 
Debating also inspired me to think about alternative perspectives and appreciate the viewpoints of others. 
This encouraged empathy and promoted a deeper comprehension of various backgrounds with reasoning. 
Even without engaging in debates, all of these qualities are very valuable in which I believe will be 
beneficial in the long run. I was also able to work as a team by using strong communication and teamwork 
skills, which significantly strengthened friendships and teamwork skills.   
 
The topics that my team spoke about this year included the abolishment of mandatory voting in Australia, 
the requirement that students do not complete annual service hours, and we even faced the exhilarating 
challenge of a secret topic, requiring on-the-spot scriptwriting which tested my critical thinking; and our 
last topic, which was regarding how medical professionals should be allowed to strike. The presentation in 
how we do our debating is enjoyably different and unique each time, as there are different topics and 
three different speaker roles which makes each round challenging yet unique from another.  

The biggest challenge I faced for debating this year was undoubtedly public speaking and thinking on the 
spot for rebuttals but nevertheless, I am extremely proud of myself and my honourable team members 
Ella Wallis (9E), Bella Jackson (10E),  Sahana Maini (9E), with Prisha Maini (11A) as Team Captain for giving 
every round 110% where we can now proudly say that with each round we played, we accumulated more 
experiences and skills evidently. If you are thinking about joining next year, I wholeheartedly recommend 
it for not just the academic; but the personal growth and enrichments that come with it. This year’s 
journey has been rewarding and I am sincerely grateful for the opportunities it has provided. Thank you.  

A massive thank you to my team members and Mr. Ross for organizing each debate round. 

Emily Ban, 9E 
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Year 11 English 
 
 
In Unit 2 English, students have been exploring how arguments are constructed. 2023 saw the 
implementation of a new VCAA Study Design at Units 1 & 2. This curriculum refresh has given greater 
scope to students developing their own voice, and their own responses and connections to texts, media 
and the world around them. A part of this has been deconstructing how audio-visual texts compliment 
written texts. In a world of YouTube and TikTok, our students need to understand how to deconstruct 
these texts if we are to send them into the world with critical media literacy skills.  
 
The Year 11 team is so proud of the speeches students have presented, giving their own point of view on a 
recent media issue; and we are well underway into analysing how the media currently seeks to persuade 
their audiences in a multimodal world. Congratulations Year 11s.  
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Community News 
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