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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 

Welcome to the end of a very productive Term 3.  

Progress is underway planning for Term 4 and an exciting 2023 year. 

There have been some terrific student achievements and performances 

this term inside and outside the classroom. Domain and subject based 

promotional events and curriculum incursions have engaged students at all 

year levels across the College. Careers, Science Week, Book Week, Maths 

competitions, sporting activities, College Production rehearsals, student 

wellbeing initiatives and promotional days, Fit2Drive and other 

extracurricular activities have encouraged students to engage with their 

learning, interact with staff and peers, continuing the work to reinforce the 

College value of Community. 

 

We are continuing to follow the advice provided by the Department of 

Health and Department of Education to always ensure that the health and 

wellbeing of our students, staff and wider community remains the highest 

priority. Arrangements for the ongoing distribution of test kits will be 

reviewed as the term progresses. 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 6 September 2022 

  Important Dates 
• 3 October 2022 
            First day of Term 4 

• 7 October 2022 
            Yr 7 immunisations 

• 11 October 2022 
            9ACE Coastal Camp commences  

• 14 October 2022 
            9ACE Coastal Camp returns  
            Yr 12 Valedictory Night 

• 19 October 2022 
            Yr 9 Outdoor Ed Camp 
            commences 
            MUSE Evening 

• 21 October 2022  
           Yr 9 Outdoor Ed Camp returns 
             Yr 12 Celebration Day 

• 1 November 2022  
            Melbourne Cup Public holiday 

• 7 November 2022 
            Yr 7 Transition Parent  
            Information Night 

• 11 November 2022 
            Remembrance Day Assembly 

SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    9744 0500 

A reminder to parents that when 
your child is absent, please call the 
College Absence Line and leave the 
following information: 
⬧ Parent/Carer name 
⬧ Student name 
⬧ Home Group 
⬧ Reason: please give detail of  

absence 
⬧ Phone number 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
The College has received advice that COVID-19 isolation requirements have changed: 

Any student or staff member who tests positive to COVID-19 must now isolate for a minimum of 5 days instead 

of 7. If they are asymptomatic, they may return to school on day 6. If they are symptomatic, they must remain 

in isolation until day 7. If they have symptoms after 7 days, they are strongly advised to stay home until their 

symptoms have resolved. 

We thank the College Community for their support with following the health advice provided by the 

Department of Health. 

 

Staff Professional Development – Berry Street  

On Monday 29 August 2022, staff participated in the second of four professional development training days to 

build the capacity of staff with implementing trauma informed practices to support improved teacher 

practice. Two additional Professional Development Days have been scheduled in 2023 for the training to 

continue. 
 

Course Counselling and Subject selection 

Subject Selection and Course Counselling discussions are continuing with students currently in Year 10 in 

preparation for Year 11 2023 and students currently in Year 9 in preparation for Year 10 in 2023. 

School For Student Leadership 

On Friday 9 September 2022,  the Year 9 Coordinator Mr Riedwaan Nassiep and myself visited students from 

Year 9 representing Sunbury Downs College at the Alpine School for Student Leadership – Snowy River 

Campus. 

The purpose of the visit was to be present and support our students as they presented their community 

learning project to their peers. Our team have collaborated together and communicated with support 

organisations to design a “self-care” package to show our appreciation towards local police officers for their 

work and commitment during COVID supporting our community. 

 

Our Year 9 representatives are Bella Jackson 9A, Tammy McMahon 9E and Kashif Rizvi 9E. They return at the 
end of this week to their families and will resume at Sunbury Downs College in Term 4. 
 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the College and have an enjoyable Term 3 school break. 
 

Regards 
 

Warwick Beynon 

Principal 
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Middle Years  
 
 

 
 
As we approach the end of Term 3, I believe it is the perfect opportunity for our students and staff to stop, 
reflect and take stock on all the fantastic things that have occurred this term. Like most terms, this one has 
been jam-packed with our students experiencing a range of curriculum-related and extra-curricular activities.  
 
Some key events of note have been: 
 
Our Year 7 students were able to get up close and personal to a range of animals, including one rather large 
snake when Wild Action Zoo visited the College and got to experience Professor Bunsen's amazing work as 
part of their Science program.  
 
Our Year 8 students have participated in the subject preference process for the first time, nominating their 
preferred elective subjects for 2023. The Year 8 cohort has also been introduced to two outstanding 
leadership opportunities for 2023: the Middle Years Captaincy program and the School for Student 
Leadership. Both application/nomination processes are now underway, and if any current Year 8 student is 
interested, I would encourage them to contact either myself or the Year 8 Coordinator – Mr James Ross.  
 
The Year 9 students have completed their own 2023 subject preference cycle with the increased freedom to 
customise their Year 10 program to best suit their future endeavours. To support this, our Year 9 students 
have also completed the Morrisby Career Program, helping students to identify potential careers based on 
their strengths and interests.  

I would encourage all students to spend some time over the break to reflect on Term 3. Look back at Learning 
Task results, Progress Report feedback and consider the conversations that occurred at PIMs. When 
considering this feedback, I challenge all students to select one area for growth in Term 4. Write this down, 
share it with your family and develop a plan for achieving your goal.  
 
I wish all students and families a safe and restful holiday period and look forward to seeing everyone back for 
Term 4, 2022.  
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A Year 7 student’s perspective… 
This term in Italian we have already planned a trip to Italy. Our goal was to find four famous monuments, 
visit a gallery or museum and eat at least two Italian dishes. We also explored ways that Italian is a useful 
language when travelling. 

 
 
By applying our knowledge and understanding of the days, months 
and seasons, we are now designing and publishing a Calendario that 
includes special events such as, Giornata degli spaghetti, Giornata  
della pizza and Giornata delle Polpette. This was a fun and creative 
way to use the Italian language we learn in classes for a real-life task 
such as a useful calendar.  
Written by ‘signore polpetta’ (Lucian Pulo – 7C) 
 

Lucian Pulo and Matilda Lambert both of 7C discuss  the important elements of their calendario.   

                                                                           
Year 8 students have been learning about ‘La Famiglia’ in Italian – The Family. Using both listening and 
speaking skills, students are constructing a Family Tree and using sentence composure in Italian to form 
descriptive phrases about family members. Mums, dads, nans & uncles have been involved, sharing   
photos of themselves and giving creative licence to students displaying their  family with pride. 
 
 

 

Aalyrah Tuariki of Year 8C adapted her creative skills and Italiano to bring her   

family tree to life on a canvas sharing her extensive family as part of this task.      

 

 

 

Congratulations to the many students who are making such an effort with their learning in                       

Italiano – Bravissimi! 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

    

 

Italian 
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Student testimonial – Sahana Maini (8E)  

On 25 August 2022 the Year 7 cohort and Year 8 ACE class had the pleasure of experiencing the `World of 
Maths’ incursion.  In the incursion there were workstations with Math related activities which required 
logical thinking, reasoning and critical thinking.  Students explored each station and completed numerous 
activities which included untangling yourself and a partner from a chain to solving unknown ages and 
numbers.  Many skills were developed including fractions, decimals, usage of even and odd numbers, 
basic multiplication and many more educational concepts.  This incursion was an eye-opening experience 
that outlined ways Maths could be used in real life scenarios and most of all, proving that Maths could be 
fun and enjoyable no matter what the skill set.  Thank you to all involved in organising this enjoyable    
experience! 

 

 

 Mathematics & Numeracy 
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Numeracy week  
Started with the 
 World of Maths 

 incursion.  
There were lots of fun,  

teams based problem-solving     
challenges for students to 

solve. 



 

 

 

 

Numeracy Week Chess Tournament: 
24 students competed in our knock-out chess tournament running throughout the week, culminating in 
the grand final between Ben Reynolds of 7E and Jordan McKinnon of 9E.  It was a tightly contested match 
with Jordan winning the day! 
 

 

Numeracy Week Activities: 
Rubik’s Cube Challenge 
Challengers had three attempts to solve the cube the fastest. Our Year 7 boys 
times were impressive, with times ranging from 13 to 35 seconds! Eli Panetta of 
7E took out 1st place – his personal best can be as low as 6 seconds.  Incredible! 
 

 
Tessellations 
Students were challenged to create their own tessellations poster. Some         
fantastic entries were received. 
 
 
 
 

Sudoku challenge 
Students were provided with Sudoku challenges in homegroups and     
during lunchtime to complete. We received a lot of entries with Robert 
Yeates Jones of 8D the winner. 
 
 
 
 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 
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Competitions:  
The Maths Olympiad and the AMC (Australian Maths Competition) 
The fifth and final Maths Olympiad for 2022 was completed in week 9 and the AMC 
(online) was held in August.  Students will receive results, certificates and/or prizes   
early in Term 4.  A great effort everyone! 
 

Building Number Sense – Focus on Multiplication 
Our focus on Number Sense continues in Year 7 to 9 classes.  We have been working on estimating (does 
your answer make sense?) and using partitioning with area models to build the concept of multiplication.  
We have also used problem strings and the ‘doubling & halving’ strategy to get answers without needing 
to use traditional column multiplication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parents/Guardians can practise these strategies at home with students, too.   

 

Maths help:  The following sites can be useful: 

www.mathisfun.com 
www.Mathsplayground.com  
www.ixl.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mathematics & Numeracy 
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Partitioning (area model) 
    35 x 22 = 770 

 
  

Problem strings 

    35 x 22 = 770 
  

 

Doubling and Halving 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

http://www.mathisfun.com
http://www.Mathsplayground.com
http://www.ixl.com


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Short film competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 6 September 2022, SDC's Learning Support students and team were invited to Crown Towers 
to the 2022 Focus on Ability Short Film Festival where their short film ‘The Power of Kindness’ premiered. 
 
It was a great outing into the city giving them the opportunity to view their short film on the big screen, 
eat a delicious lunch, and be inspired by many people with disabilities who contributed to the Short Film 
Festival.  
 
What an amazing initiative to celebrate the power of inclusivity! Well done to everyone involved! 
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7E Excursion 
Immigration Museum and City Experience Excursion 
 
On Wednesday 24 August 2022, our class went to the Immigration Museum in the city with Ms Ferris, Mr 
Bongiovanni and Miss Sanya Jovevska (a pre-service teacher). The purpose of the excursion was to further 
develop our knowledge on migration to continue our cross-curricular Humanities and English assessment task 
on migratory patterns.  
 
We took a train to Flinders Street Station and then our teachers accompanied us on a scavenger hunt around 
the city which included Birrarung Marr, Southbank, Flinders Street and Sandridge Bridge and throughout the 
visit our teachers enticed us with interesting conversations about the history of Melbourne. We got to see the 
infamous pink car from ‘The Langham’, Eureka Tower, MCG, Hamer Hall and the Yarra River and we got to 
breathe in the sights and smells of Victoria’s capital city. 
 
When we got to the Immigration Museum, we received passports with activities relating to the exhibits so we 
could explore all the different parts of the museum.  We watched a short film, explored the process of fleeing 
war and disaster and experienced the difficult process of getting into Australia. After going to the Immigration 
Museum we had lunch and walked down Flinders Lane.  There, a few of us got ice cream, snacks, and some 
even got chips from Grill’d. After we got our snacks we went to 7-Eleven for Slurpees and caught the train 
home.   
 
Whilst the weather wasn’t the greatest for the excursion, the short films and interactive activities—including 
the trial of a dictation test and an exhibit that featured a comprehensive look into two migrants destined for 
Australia made up for it. 
Written by Ernie Rout, Jack Seyers, Fatimi Rizvi and Sonechka Javier - 7E 
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                      -  CURRICULUM/TIMETABLE (ACTING) 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Book Week 
 

 

Dreaming with eyes open was the theme for 2022 

Book Week. Which was celebrated in our ERC 

between  20 – 25 August 2022.  

 

 

 

Each day there was a different activity during lunchtime 

which included a Kahoot, creating a book mark contest, a 

short story competition and an amazing race around the 

school. Winners of daily activities were awarded a new 

book of their choice. 
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Science Week 
 
 
Science Week at SDC kicked off with a presentation by Professor Bunsen. This wacky and interactive 
incursion involved a series of science experiments where students witnessed and participated in the 
makings of hovercrafts, laser internet connections, exploding balloons, vacuums, rockets and more. This 
hands-on learning experience gave the students valuable insights in the Sciences that are around us every 
day, showing them the purpose of learning the Sciences in a fun and exciting way! This paved the way to 
our lunchtime activities and various Science Week competitions: 
 
• Made homemade telescopes and 3D glasses 
• Competed in a Science Week competition – Congratulation Jacob Moll! 
• Dissected an eye 
• Split white light into rainbows 
• Used their handmade telescopes to guess how many lollies in a jar – Congratulations Vaughan 

Rhodes 7E! 
 
Congratulations to all our students and staff here at SDC for celebrating Science Week with pizzazz and 
style.  
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Science Week 
 
 
 
 
 
Prisha Maini of 10D took out our annual competition of a model/diorama 
made from recycled materials. She has won this competition three years 
in a row. Congratulations Prisha! Her 3D model of the brain is very 
creative, she carefully selected different materials to represent each 
section of the brain and provided labels and short descriptions of each. 
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Diane Bouras | CAREERS COORDINATOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Legal Studies 
 
MOCK CRIMINAL TRIAL  
Year 10 and 11 Legal Studies students had an opportunity to participate in a role-play involving a charge of 
murder. The scripted trials assist students to gain a practical insight into the procedures of a criminal trial, 
the operations of the Victorian court systems, in addition to the roles of the key parties in a court case such 
as Judges, Judge’s Associate, Prosecution Counsel and Defence Barrister. 
 
It was a pleasure to observe  thestudents voluntarily taking up the lead roles BY GENERATING by generating 
significantly to the trials as they participated in the deliberation process and reached a verdict after 
considering the evidence presented. 
 

Student reflection below: 
Our class participated in a role-play trial where I got to act as a witness to a murder case. My role included 
taking an oath, followed by reading out a statement. We spent several sessions practising, and the trial was 
a success. It was a fascinating and educational experience. 
by Charlotte Brennan 10D 
 

In this role-play I played the Crown Prosecutor. This was such a good experience to have. We read the case 
and unpacked it to find the main points about how this was an unlawful killing. I had the opportunity to 
persuade our jury that Mr Murtagh was guilty. My role as a Crown Prosecutor involved establishing a case 
against the accused, on behalf of the Crown. The Crown Prosecutor also presented the case to the jury.  
by Stella Hoye 10D 
 

The role-play of a court case helped us to understand how courts function in Australia. Students took up 
different characters and roles, including Barristers, Judges, witnesses, the jury and many more. The case 
investigated was a murder case, and the purpose of the court was to determine whether the accused was 
guilty, considering evidence and testimonials given by witnesses and arguments made by the barristers. 
Overall, everyone committed to their roles and we all understood how the court functions and the elements 
of murder, as well as having an enjoyable experience! Thank you to Ms Wong for organising this experience! 
by Prisha Maini  10D 
 

I was the Judge's Associate and Tipstaff in the roleplay trial. I was involved in commencing the trial and 

calling the witnesses to the witness box. My role was also to maintain courtroom order by ensuring 

everyone was following court procedures. I mainly helped with assisting the witnesses to take an oath. 

By Bhuvi Kul 10D 
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Legal Studies 
 
 

I took part in a mock trial of a courtroom procedure where I stood as one of the 12 jury members. As a 
member of the jury, I was tasked with hearing evidence to come to a conclusion as to if the accused was 
guilty or not guilty. After some consideration, the jury concluded that the accused was guilty thus concluding 
the mock trial. What I enjoyed most about the trial and the topic overall was the orderly process the 
courtroom provided that allowed a smooth experience for us students as well as an enjoyable environment 
overall. What surprised me the most was the amount of work that goes into the process to ensure that 
experience is smooth. Something I'd like to learn more about would be the careful planning an argument 
needs in the courtroom. I thoroughly enjoyed this experience and hope to have similar experiences moving 
forward. 
by Vinz Javier 10D 
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Hello Again. I am the Department of Education School Nurse returning to the role and Sunbury Downs      
College after 2 years of secondment within the Department of Health – Covid-19 Response Unit. I am      
excited to return to the role with a focus on whole school health promotion, community engagement and              
supporting health education.  I am based in the Student Services office. My onsite days are Mondays and     
Tuesdays. 

 

 
Tis the season: 
 
 

With spring comes increases in grass pollen. October to December also brings increased risk of                  
thunderstorm asthma. Thunderstorm asthma is thought to be triggered by a unique combination of high 
amounts of grass pollen in the air and a certain type of thunderstorm. For people who have asthma or    
hayfever this can trigger severe asthma symptoms. If you have current, past or undiagnosed asthma or 
seasonal hayfever you are at increased risk of thunderstorm asthma, so be prepared to manage any    
symptoms. 

• Ensure students have a current asthma action plan at school and an allergy plan if required. 

Ensure all medications are available at school and are in date.  Please contact the school if you are unsure 
if this is currently in place for your child. 
 
For more information: 
• Vic Emergency thunderstorm asthma page  
• Melbourne Pollen Count and Forecast website 
• Thunderstorm asthma – multicultural resources 
• https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma 
• https://asthma.org.au/about-asthma/triggers/thunderstorm-

asthma/ 
 
 
Sunbury  Downs College would like to thank the following local businesses that have supported the        

College community to celebrate Wear it Purple Day and R U OK? Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Services 
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http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#thunderstorm-asthma-forecast
https://www.melbournepollen.com.au/
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/environmental-health/climate-weather-and-public-health/thunderstorm-asthma/thunderstorm-asthma-multicultural-resources
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma
https://asthma.org.au/about-asthma/triggers/thunderstorm-asthma/
https://asthma.org.au/about-asthma/triggers/thunderstorm-asthma/
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Student Services 
 
 
The Student Services Team are excited to have previous team members re-join us as we continue to  
support the wellbeing and engagement of the student cohort at SDC. Ms Michelle Hartwell comes back 
to us in the DET School Nurse role (from secondment within the Department of Health), and Mr Angelo 
Snell is joining us again in the Chaplaincy role. They are both eager to hit the ground running, supporting        
students individually, in groups, through cohort conversations at assemblies and through whole school 
initiatives, such as the Respectful Relationships Program.  
 

Exciting New Drop-In Programs: 
With some changes to our team come changes to some of the regular drop-in programs we run during 
the week. We have three new programs running, doing our best to cater to a wide array of student    
interests. They are: 
 

BodyMind Mondays 
BodyMind Mondays is a series of mini workshops led by Michelle (School Nurse) and Julia (Mental 
Health Practitioner) that will run in Room 33 every Monday at lunchtime. BodyMind workshops will 
provide informative and practical skills to promote positive mental and physical wellbeing. Sessions will 
involve 10 minutes of educational facilitation and 20 minutes of activities. All staff and students are  
welcome and encouraged to pop in. The upcoming topics are: 
 

• The window of tolerance 

• BodyKind 
• Healthy relationships 

• Sleep 

• Period empowerment 
 

African Drumbeat 
African Drumbeat is a creative and exciting drop-in session run by Angelo Snell (Chaplain). African  
Drumbeat promotes social and emotional regulation by working within groups to form a rhythm using 
the amazing percussion sounds of African drums. Students are encouraged to both explore sounds for 
themselves, as well as work together to form new ones and stick to the beat! African Drumbeat is on 
each Tuesday lunchtime in Room 35. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tabletop Table Tennis 
Tabletop Table Tennis is a fun, sporty activity run by Angelo Snell (Chaplain) and Nick Livingston 
(Student Services Leader) to help promote physical activity and fun! Every Friday lunchtime in Room 33, 
students are encouraged to join in, as we take over a classroom space, joining the tables together to 
turn them into the ultimate Tabletop Table tennis! 
 

These three new drop-in programs now complement the already awesome drop-in programs of `Glitter’ 
a space for LGBTIQA+ community members and their allies and the Anime Drop-In Art Program.  
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Student Services 
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Student Services 
Over the past few weeks Students Services have hosted some very important          
celebration days within the SDC community - These are, Wear It Purple Day and  
RUOkay? Day. 
 
Wear It Purple Day is a significant day to recognise, support and celebrate the 
LGBTIQ+ community, both here at SDC and beyond. We know that this community 
group can suffer greater hardships in life and therefore SDC values the importance 
of     inclusivity and recognition in the hope of creating a stronger and more        
supportive community. 
 
On the day, home groups had conversations about the many inclusive flags, including what they mean 
and their history. During Lunchtime time the Glitter Group (a weekly LGBTIQ+ lunchtime drop-in         
program) put on some games for people to join. This included a Flag Puzzle where students had to 
quickly put together the puzzle pieces of the many inclusive flags. More difficult than it sounds! There 
was also a pride t-shirt design competition where students could submit their own designs in lead up to 
the day. A big shout out to Thomas Ingram (11A) and Hannah Linard (10D) for their submissions.     
Amazing effort! There was, of course, music performances by some students, including songs by artists 
who are either from or support the LGBTIQ+ community group and free glitter bread being given out! It 
was a great day with much joy in the air! 

 
 
RUOkay? Day was celebrated on the 8 September 2022. RUOkay? 
Day is a day to recognise the importance and power of checking in 
with one another when we notice someone may be looking a bit flat 
or down. At SDC we know the power and value of community (it’s 
one of our values!), and we also know the importance of mental 
health. RUOkay? Day brings those two together to ensure we all feel 
equipped to check-in with one another and ask, “R U Okay?” 
 

 
In the lead up to the day, staff put together a short film showcasing the journey of building up the    
courage and learning the skills to check-in and ask, “R U Okay?” There was also an amazing submission 
by Prisha Maini (10D) into the short film contest, which provides some amazing education on the topic! 
Well done Prisha! At lunchtime we put on many games, such as R U Okay? Day Basketball’, and also 
`RUOkay Day Bingo!’ We also had free toasties, popcorn, and RUOkay? Day Pancakes in the  morning! 
All in all, a big day of celebrations for a big day on our school calendar. Most importantly, let’s keep the 
conversation going!  
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Production 
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