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Dear Sunbury Downs College Community, 
 

Welcome to the end of a very productive Term 3.  
 
Progress is underway planning for Term 4 and an exciting 2024.  
 

The College is expecting approximately 160 students to enrol in Year 7 for 
the commencement of 2024. This is a similar number of students that 
commenced this year in Year 7 (2023). With increasing enrolments, 
particularly at the junior year levels of the school, we are adjusting the Mini 
School structure at the College to better support the provision of a 
supportive engagement and wellbeing environment for students.  
 

The current Middle Years and Later Years Mini School structure will be 
replaced by a Sub School structure that groups students at Year 7 & 8, Year 
9 & 10 and Year 11 & 12.  Each Sub School will be led by an Assistant 
Principal and Leading Teacher, with support from Year Level Coordinators 
and Home Group Teachers.  

Current Leading Teacher Mr Dwayne Stojcevski has been promoted to 
Assistant Principal with a tenure of 3 years, commencing in Term 1 2024.   
Mr Stojcevski will have whole school leadership for College Operations and 
Sub School leadership responsibility. 
 

Assistant Principal Mr Michael Watson will lead a Sub School and continue 
with leadership responsibility for whole school student engagement and 
wellbeing. 

 

 Principal’s Report 

No. 6  September 2023 

   Important Dates 
2023 

• Wednesday 13 September 
             PIMS 11am—7pm  
             (Not student free) 

• Thursday 14 September 
             RUOK Day 
             Production show #1— 6.30pm 

• Friday 15 September 
             Last Day Term 3 
             2.25pm finish 
             Production show #2— 6.30pm 

• Monday 2 October 
             Term 4 commences 

• Monday 11 October 
             Year 10 MAPSS week 

• Tuesday 12 October 
             ACE Coastal camp commences 

• Friday 13 October 
             Year 12 Valedictory Night 
 
           
 
 

SDC 

College Absence Line:  
    9744 0500 

A reminder to parents that when your 
student is absent to call the College 
Absence Line and leave the following 
information: 
⬧ Parent/Carer name 
⬧ Student name 
⬧ Home Group 
⬧ Reason: please give detail of  

absence 
⬧ Phone number 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

I am pleased to announce that Assistant Principal Ms Susan Smith has been reappointed for a further 

tenure of three years as Assistant Principal, with whole school leadership responsibility for teaching 

pedagogy and curriculum development. The position has Sub School leadership responsibility. 

Enrolment enquiries are continuing at all year levels – some for an immediate start and others in 
preparation for the 2024 school year. 
 
There have been some terrific student achievements and performances this term inside and outside the 
classroom. Domain and subject based promotional events and curriculum incursions have engaged 
students at all year levels across the College. Careers, Science Week, Book Week, Numeracy week, chess 
competition, Maths competitions, sporting activities, College Production rehearsals, student wellbeing 
initiatives and promotional days have encouraged students to engage with their learning, interact with 
staff and peers continuing the work to develop the College value of Community. 
 

Staff Professional Development – Berry Street  
On Monday 21 August staff participated in the final day of four Professional Development training days 
intending to build the capacity of staff with implementing trauma informed practices to support improved 
teacher practice. We intend to continue to partner with Berry Street and further develop the capacity of 
our staff in 2024. 
 

Staffing Update 
Following the recent resignation of two staff members, classroom teacher vacancies have been listed in 

the subject areas of Italian/Generalist teacher and a classroom teacher of English/Humanities with an 

immediate start (Term 4).  
 

Course Counselling and Subject Selection 

Subject Selection and Course Counselling discussions with students currently in Year 10 in preparation for 
Year 11 2024 and students currently in Year 9 in preparation for Year 10 in 2024 is continuing. 
 
School For Student Leadership 
On Friday 8 September the Alpine School for student leadership program concluded. Students returned to 
school for the last week of Term 3, and we have enjoyed hearing about their experiences. 
 
Our team collaborated to develop a community learning project that has the potential to develop a 
partnership between our school and a local retirement village. 
 
School Production 
The 2024 performance “The Little Mermaid” is this week. I welcome all members of the community to 

attend and view the amazing skills and talents of our students. Performance dates are the 14th and 15th of 

September commencing at 6.30pm. Bookings can be made on www.Trybooking.com.     
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Principal’s Report 
Minor Capital Works Program 
Confirmation has been received from the architects that the plans, quotations, and designated builder for 

upgrading the Middle Years and Later Years toilets are ready to proceed. A start up meeting between all 

stakeholders will occur prior to the term break. 

NAPLAN 
The 2023 NAPLAN results have been received by schools. Our results are positive, and students and staff 
involved with Year 9 are to be congratulated. In all areas (reading, writing, spelling, numeracy, grammar 
and punctuation) our students have performed above “like schools” (enrolments, EAL, remoteness, SFOE 
– student family occupation and education value) and in some instances matched state level performance 
– writing and spelling. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the College. 
 

Have a safe and enjoyable term break. 

 
Regards, 
 
Warwick Beynon 
Principal 

  
 

Mr Warwick Beynon | PRINCIPAL 
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Year 11V Events 
   
On Friday 4 August 11V attended the Aquarium as an introduction to marine science and ecotourism 
industries to inspire students to explore conservation issues and marine case studies. Students were 
encouraged to consider the challenges faced by marine communities due to human impacts and 
importantly the actions to better care and conserve our natural environments. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 15 August 11V visited the MCA Victorian School Mine giving them the opportunity learn 
about the diverse range of jobs and skills in the mining industry.  The students were given the chance to 
hear from a range of professionals and trades people as well as pathway stories from young people 
working in mining. 
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Year 11 Careers Expo 
 
On Friday 18 August our Year 11 cohort attended the Melbourne Careers Expo which was the most 
comprehensive and exciting careers event in Victoria. The Expo encompassed all career opportunities for 
employment and training in the trades, corporate and professional sectors with over 190 exhibitors 
including Universities, TAFE and training colleges. 
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Jo Rains | LATER YEARS MINI SCHOOL LEADER  (ACTING) 



 

 

 

  

 

Sport 
 
 
It’s been an extremely busy term for sport. Students have represented the College and been successful in 
Athletics, Badminton, Basketball and Netball with multiple teams qualifying for the next stage. On 
Wednesday 6 September over 70 students represented the school at Interschool Athletics. Sunbury 
Downs had over 20 students qualifying for multiple events for the Western Metropolitan Regional Finals 
to be held next term. Students are commended for their excellent behaviour and sportsmanship at 
Interschool sports throughout the term. We wish all students who qualified for athletics all the best for 
next term. 

Sunbury Downs College                                                             ‘Confidence to Achieve’                                Page 6 Parent Newsletter  NO 6 



  

 

  

 

Sport 
 
To finish off the term Sunbury Downs were champions of division athletics scoring 794 points. Students 
were dominant in the field events scoring 402 points which was significantly greater than all other schools. 
This is a great achievement adding to the success and dominance in the Interschool swimming event held 
at the beginning of the year.  
 
 

2023 Western Ranges Athletics 
Team Score Summary 
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Roberto Cosner | SPORTS COORDINATOR / HEALTH & PE TEACHER 

 
TEAM 

 

 
TRACK 

 
FIELD 

 
OTHER  

 
TOTAL 

Sunbury Downs 392  402 0 794.0 

Gisborne 474.5 238 0 712.5 

Sunbury 347  281 0 628.0 

Melton  270   324 0 594.0 

Melton Christian College  252.5   165 0 417.5 

Kurunjang  137   249 0 386.0 

Staughton  174   212 0 386.0 

Bacchus Marsh  160   211 0 371.0 

Alice Miller  109   47 0 156.0 

Home School 20  0 0 20.0 



 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Health & Human Development 

  

During the past two weeks children from the 4 year old Kinder at Dulap Wilim Hub have visited our       
College and participated in activities organised and run by SDC students. The activities were designed for 
the appropriate skill  level for those in early childhood in both Unit 2 Health and Human Development 
classes. Activities focused on the physical, social, intellectual and emotional development of the young 
children. Lots of fun was had by all involved as can be seen in the photos. 
 
The children participated in activities such as basketball, hopscotch and drawing. Both classes found it  

interesting to see how the children were able to perform tasks and challenges set up for them and how 

well developed their skills were for their age (3-4). The children had an amazing time and it was lovely to 

reconnect with the group again. 
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Year 11 Health & Human Development 
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Susan Aldridge | HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
                             TEACHER 

Nathan Snelson | HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  
                               TEACHER 



 

 

 

  

 

 
After School Maths Homework Club:  Wednesdays 3:30 – 4:30 pm in room 4A 

 

Talk Money – Term 3 Workshops 

 
Year 7 and Year 9 students participated in two workshops in Term 3 to build their financial literacy.  

Students found the workshops worthwhile and recommended that they be offered to next years students.  

Feedback from Year 7 students:                                             “What did you learn from the workshops?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       

 
The Australian Maths competition (AMC) 
This year, SDC had over 100 students register to take part, an amazing effort. The results have just come 
in. Everyone is to be congratulated on their efforts and preparations. Certificates will be delivered to 
students early in Term 4 at year level assemblies.  
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Chase, 7E – to look at advertisements closely 

Holly Barker, 7B -  to not waste your money on 
trends or things you don't need. 

Stella, 7B - small things can add up 

Vanessa, 7B - to buy cheap things but not low 
quality.  

Marlee, 7B – don’t always buy items that are on 
sale 

Jett, 7E - how to save and think about what you 
are buying 

Trinity, 7E - we learned about Identifying            
influencers and how much people spend on little 
things  

Year 7   Jungmin Seo Jacob Bernales                      Jack Bracken 
Cooper Drake                        Ethan Jackson 
Sarvin Gnanam Rajesh        Ruby Jackson  
Grace Khera                            Ethan McMahon 
Amber Mink                          Prabnoor Sohi 
Jack Thomas                           Alvan Thong 
Corey Turner 

Year 8 Connor Ferguson Ben Reynolds 
  

Larissa Dandas                        Sonechka Javier 
Jacob Moll                               Eli Panetta 
Vaughan Rhodes                    William Ross 
Ernestine Rout                        Amerie Taylor 

Year 9 Joel Linard   Emily Ban                                 Auri Khan 
Sahana Maini 

Year 10   Kush Tathed   

Year 12   Lily Morgan   

Maths & Numeracy 



  

 

  

 

Maths & Numeracy 
Maths Olympiad 2023 

As a result of their efforts Connor (8E), Joel (9E) and Kush (10E) were invited to participate in the AIMO 
(Australian Intermediate Mathematics Olympiad) which was a 4 hour problem solving marathon held in 
Term 3 Week 9.   Well done boys! 
 
Students have been improving their problem solving skills as they work through the Olympiad challenges. 

The final round was held in week 9 Term 3 with results expected in Term 4.   Current leader board: 

 
 

Numeracy Week – Term 3 week 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding mathematics or numeracy please contact us. 
Lauren.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au                                                                                              
Himneet.kaur@education.vic.gov.au                
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Lauren Jackson | LEARNING SPECIALIST (NUMERACY) Himneet Kaur | MATHEMATICS DOMAIN LEADER 

Year 7 team Year 8 team 

Name points Name points 

Jacob Bernales 6 Ben Reynolds 12 

Amaya WANIGARATHNA 6 Kingston Bonnet 11 

Tiriki PATTEN & Jungmin SEO 5 Connor Ferguson 11 

mailto:Lauren.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Himneet.kaur@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

  

 

Year 11 Food Studies 
 
Students from Year 11 Food Studies undertook a range of qualitative and quantitative tests in the 
kitchens. Profile tests of chocolate biscuits, triangle testing of cheese, and the viscosity of yoghurt were all 
completed. This activity was part of students understanding of how manufacturers perform a range of 
tests on their products to see if it meets the need of their design brief. Students will apply their learning 
when assessing the properties of their SAC taco prototype in a few weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front: L-R Charlotte Bordon, Al Cafari, Eliza Lee , Danny Matina, Dion Cotis,   
Back: L-R Lavinia Misuraca and Abbey Caldone. 
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Year 11 Food Studies 
 

A busy time of year in the kitchens as the Year 11’s completed the planning and production of their fusion 
taco prototype for their Unit 2 AoS1 SAC. Lots of interesting flavour combinations (including a dessert 
taco!) and all students did an outstanding job demonstrating health and safety procedures, and a range of 
food preparation and cooking techniques. Students then spent time evaluating their prototype design and 
enjoying the fruits of their labour. 
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Jessica Mazur |  FOOD TECHNOLOGY TEACHER  



 

 

 

  

 

Book Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SDC celebrated Book Week during the week of 19 to 25 August with lots of lunchtime activities produced 
and organised by Prisha Maini 11A and Jasleen Kaur 12A which included kahoots, origami book marks, 
escape room, a scavenger hunt and book week bingo. 
 
 
 

Winners are grinners!    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Millie Jackson 11C, Ruby Jackson 7G, Sarah Bordon 7G, Prabnoor Sohi 7G 
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Meredith Martell |  ERC MANAGER 



  

 

 

 

Production 
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Community News 
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