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Selecting a Year 9 Course 
Year 9 Curriculum: 

• Year 9 students study five core subjects and four electives over the course of the year 
• All core subjects are studied for the whole year 
• All electives are studied for one semester (except for Italian) 

 
The Five Core Subjects 
Students complete the following core and compulsory subjects with their Home Group: 

• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Humanities 
• Physical Education 

 
Elective Subjects 
Students study four electives throughout the year (two per semester) 
 

English Humanities The Arts Technology Languages Health & PE 
Literature Philosophy Art Design 

Technology 
Materials 

(Timber, Metal 
and Plastic) 

Italian* Outdoor 
Education 

  
Visual 

Communication 
Design 

Design 
Technology 
Materials 
(Timber) 

  

  
Drama Digital 

Technology 

  

  
Music Food Studies 

(Semester 2 only) 

  

  
Media 

   

 
Languages * 
Italian is offered as an elective subject and if selected, must be studied for the whole year. This then accounts for two 
of the student’s four electives choices. 
 
NOTE: The final elective classes that are offered will directly depend on student numbers. Therefore it is important 
to note that some subjects in the above list may not run in 2020. Also, due to the popularity of certain subjects, not 
all students are able to gain their first selections. Consideration will be made regarding Year 8 students’ performance 
and behaviour. 
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Selecting a Year 9 ACE Course 
The Year 9 ACE Program Curriculum:  

• The Year 9 students study five core subjects and four electives over the course of the year. 
• All core subjects are studied for the whole year 
• All electives are studied for one semester 

 
Core Subjects 
Students complete the following core and compulsory subjects with their Home Group 

• ACE English 
• ACE Mathematics 
• ACE Science 
• ACE Humanities 
• ACE Physical Education 

 
Elective Studies 

• Students study four electives throughout the year (two per semester). 
• The Literature and Philosophy electives are the elective subjects which are highly recommended for students 

in the Year 9 ACE Program. These subjects offer an extension in the core learning of English and Humanities 
and support the critical and creative thinking required in the ACE Program. 
 

English Humanities The Arts Technology Languages Health & PE 
Literature Philosophy Art Design 

Technology 
Materials 

(Timber, Metal 
and Plastic) 

Italian* Outdoor 
Education 

  
Visual 

Communication 
Design 

Design 
Technology 
Materials 
(Timber) 

  

  
Drama Digital 

Technology 

  

  
Music Food Studies 

(Semester 2 only) 

  

  
Media 

   

 
Languages * 
Italian is offered as an elective subject and if selected, must be studied for the whole year. This then accounts for two 
of the student’s four electives choices. 
 
NOTE: The final elective classes that are offered will directly depend on student numbers. Therefore it is important 
to note that some subjects in the above list may not run in 2020. Also, due to the popularity of certain subjects, not 
all students are able to gain their first selections. Consideration will be made regarding Year 8 students’ performance 
and behaviour. 
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Core Subjects 
English 
The English course is based on the Victorian Curriculum, which is organised into three interrelated strands: Language, 
Literature and Literacy. Together the three strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills 
in Reading and Viewing, Speaking and Listening, and Writing. It is designed to broaden students' outlook on their world 
and increase their appreciation of a variety of texts.  It enables students to analyse and explain how language choices 
and conventions are used to influence an audience. In addition, students will examine the Intercultural Capability, 
which assists young people to become responsible local and global citizens. 
 

Mathematics 
Fluency, understanding, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral part of building a student's capacity to learn 
and apply mathematical knowledge and skills across a broad range of mathematical scenarios. The three mathematical 
content strands are Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. Year 9 students 
cover the following topics: Pythagoras' Theorem, Trigonometry, Measurement, Geometric Reasoning, Financial Maths, 
Real Numbers, Algebra, Linear and Non-Linear Relationships, Chance, Data Representation and Interpretation. 
 

Humanities 
In Year 9 Humanities, students are provided with the opportunity to explore four main topics throughout the year. 
They investigate how businesses operate, examine different geographic regions (biomes) around the world and 
explore the issue of food security within a variety of global regions. They also undertake a historical inquiry unit 
investigating the making of our nation, migration to Australia and the significance of World War I to Australia as a 
growing nation. 
 

Science 
The Year 9 Science course covers the Periodic Table, Ionic bonding, Chemical reactions, Radioactivity, Astronomy, 
Electrical circuits and Ecological relationships. The scientific method of investigation is emphasised throughout these 
topics and students are encouraged to develop and communicate their understanding through scientific research and 
reports. 
 

Physical Education  
The Year 9 Physical Education course provides students with the knowledge and skills to plan, design and implement 
training programs based on various fitness components. Students analyse the relationship between a balanced diet, 
physical activity and health benefits. Throughout the course, students explore the correlation between relationships 
and responsibilities, identify the outcomes of risk-taking behaviours, evaluate harm-minimisation strategies and learn 
basic first aid. This subject enables students to combine motor skills, strategic thinking and tactical knowledge to 
improve individual and team performance. 
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Core Subjects - ACE 
ACE English 
The ACE English course helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens, able to 
analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world around them. ACE English 
develops students as ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society, able to engage imaginatively and 
critically with literature to expand the scope of their experience. The students learn to listen to, read, view, speak, 
write, create and reflect on increasingly complex and sophisticated texts with accuracy, fluency and purpose. This 
includes the development of interest and skills in inquiring into the aesthetic aspects of texts to foster an informed 
appreciation of literature. 
 

ACE Mathematics 
The skills of understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral part of Mathematics skill-building 
across the three content strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. 
The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content and describe how the 
content is explored or developed. During Year 9 ACE, students cover the topics of Probability, Linear Algebra, Linear 
Functions, Statistics, Measurement and Quadratics. 
 

ACE Humanities 
Year 9 ACE Humanities is founded on the Humanities curriculum and incorporates a unit of Outdoor Education. The 
subject provides students with a unique opportunity to explore a range of different topics. In this subject, students 
investigate, analyse and explain historical events such as 'The Industrial Revolution' and World War One'. Students 
acquire geographical knowledge and skills while completing a coastal unit, which is linked with their Outdoor Education 
program. This unit is designed to develop skills in mapping, teamwork, environmentally sustainable practices and 
positive human interaction with outdoor environments. In ACE Inquiry, students are given the opportunity to 
demonstrate their skills while on a Coastal Investigation camp.  
 

ACE Science 
The Year 9 ACE Science course covers the broad areas of Ecology, Chemistry, Physics and Biology. Within these areas, 
concepts such as the relationship between organisms and the environment, chemical bonding and organic chemistry, 
energy and motion, and inheritance and evolution are explored. The scientific method of investigation is emphasised, 
and the students are encouraged to develop and communicate their understanding by undertaking scientific research 
and reports. 
 

ACE Physical Education 
The Year 9 ACE Physical Education course provides students with the knowledge and skills to plan, design and 
implement training programs based on various fitness components. Students analyse the relationship between a 
balanced diet, physical activity and health benefits. Throughout the course, students explore the correlation between 
relationships and responsibilities, identify the outcomes of risk-taking behaviours, evaluate harm-minimisation 
strategies and learn basic first aid. This subject enables students to combine motor skills, strategic thinking and tactical 
knowledge to improve individual and team performance. 
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Elective Subjects – Semester Long 
Art 
The study of Art involves both theoretical and practical tasks relating to the Visual Arts. In this subject, the 
manipulation of a variety of materials, technique and processes used in art-making will be explored, including drawing 
and painting, collage and digital photography, printmaking and sculpture utilising a range of traditional and 
contemporary materials and techniques. Year 9 Art students will be able to gain experience with these techniques and 
processes while developing their technical skills and be answered through the creation of artworks. The theory unit 
will study examples of Art from both historical and contemporary movements and develop students' understanding 
of viewpoints and the use of elements and principles in art analysis. As part of this subject, students will undertake an 
Art development process to explore inspiration, investigate ideas and refine concepts towards the production of 
artworks. 
 

Design Technologies Materials (Timber, Metal and Plastic) 
The Year 9 Design Technology-Materials (Timber, Metal and Plastic) consolidates knowledge of the design process and 
design thinking which underpins this learning. Design processes require students to identify and investigate a need or 
an opportunity to generate, plan, manage and create designed solutions and evaluate products and processes. 
Students consider the economic, environmental and social impacts that result from designed solutions. They 
understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations and how they contribute 
to society. Students will use a range of metal and woodworking tools and equipment to build the appropriate skills 
and knowledge to apply these in their own designed solutions. Year 9 Design Technology focuses on developing the 
practical skills and theoretical knowledge to study Year 10 Product Design and Technology, which in turn offers 
pathways into VCE Product Design and Technology. 
 

Design Technologies Materials (Timber) 
The course consolidates knowledge of the design process and design thinking, which underpins this learning. Design 
processes require students to identify and investigate a need or an opportunity, to generate, plan, manage and create 
designed solutions, and evaluate products and processes. Students consider the economic, environmental and social 
impacts that result from designed solutions. They will understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design 
and technologies occupations and how they contribute to society. Students will use a range of woodworking tools and 
equipment to build the appropriate skills and knowledge to apply these in their own designed solutions. Year 9 Design 
Technology focuses on developing the practical skills and theoretical knowledge to study Year 10 Product Design and 
Technology, which in turn offers pathways into VCE Product Design and Technology. 
 

Digital Technologies 
This subject focuses on how digital tools are used to communicate in contemporary life. Students investigate how 
networked information systems allow data and information to be exchanged, focusing on how they support the 
information needs of individuals, organisations and communities. This course covers Digital systems, Data and 
Information and gives students the opportunity to create digital solutions. Students define and decompose complex 
problems and design and evaluate user experiences and algorithms. Students share and collaborate online, 
establishing protocols for the legal and safe use, transmission and maintenance of data and projects. Students will 
develop modular programs using an object-oriented programming language. 
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Drama 
Drama provides students with opportunities to develop as confident, reflective and creative performing artists through 
an exploration of dramatic elements and expressive skills. Over the course of the semester, students will refine skills 
in collaboration, improvisation, performance and reflection. They will utilise expressive skills to explore 
characterisation and communicate narrative elements. They will experiment with various elements of stagecraft and 
the manipulation of space. Students will encounter different forms and styles of drama and will develop aesthetic and 
critical awareness through observation, research, discussion and analysis. They will experiment with imaginative and 
innovative ways of using drama to communicate stories and share ideas with audiences. 
 

Food Studies (Semester 2 only) 
Food Studies provides students with a broad knowledge and understanding of the principles of food safety, 
preparation and presentation. Students explore food-related issues through a range of practical experiences. Integral 
to this subject is student development of their ability and confidence to design, investigate, generate, manage, plan, 
produce and evaluate solutions to situations involving food. 
 

Literature 
The study of Literature focuses on developing student enjoyment and appreciation of literary texts through discussion, 
debate and critical analysis. Literature is based on the idea that meaning is created through the relationship between 
the reader and the text itself - the way we view the world determines how we will interpret texts we encounter. 
Students will be encouraged to evaluate the opinions and values they bring to different texts, as well as to create their 
work, which reflects their personal beliefs. In this Literature elective, students will develop their understanding of the 
'Coming of Age' genre through text analysis, creative writing and film study. This elective will provide students with 
the opportunity to develop their critical literacy skills, which will support their study of either VCE English or Literature 
as they progress into the Later Years. 
 

Media 
This subject provides students with the opportunity to develop critical and creative knowledge and skills. Media texts 
(e.g. photographs and print media), technologies (e.g. film, photography) and processes (e.g. pre-production, 
production and post-production) are considered from various perspectives, including their structure and features, 
production context, audience reception and the impact of media on society. Students will learn technical skills in the 
creation of media products, including photography and film. They will also learn how to use post-production software 
programs to edit and refine their work. 
 

Music 
Students will gain a greater understanding of music through playing and composing, the study of music theory aural 
recognition and musical thinking. These experiences will be enhanced by exploring and responding to music through 
reflection on and discussion of their own and others' performances using musical terminology and concepts 
introduced throughout the semester. The student musicians will be guided through developing their learning skills by 
planning and reflecting on their own and their peers' practice and musical progress. A similar planning and reflective 
process will assist the students in developing their interpersonal skills by focusing on their role as ensemble musicians 
in-class rehearsals and performances. 
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Outdoor Education 
Our environment, whether it be urban, wilderness or aquatic, can provide us with a backdrop for some of the most 
powerful experiences a person will ever have. Using these environments as our classroom, students will be able to 
discover more about themselves through personal challenges, as well as how we are all intrinsically linked to each 
other and our environment. The class will share experiences in adventure activities such as hiking, rock climbing and 
initiation challenges, based on the principles of challenge by choice and leave no trace. These experiences will help 
students develop a deeper understanding of their limits, as well as prepare them for VCE studies in Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies. 
 
*Please note that this is a full fee-paying subject and will incur a cost per student for the semester. These fees will 
cover the cost of external providers, transport to and from activities as well as the purchasing and use of Outdoor 
Educational equipment for student use. 
 

Philosophy 
Philosophy is the oldest discipline. Every subject draws from Philosophy- humanities, mathematics, science, arts and 
language -and philosophy draws inspiration from every subject. Students of Philosophy ask the most challenging 
questions known to man: Is there such a thing as 'free will' or 'free speech'? How can we know the difference between 
right and wrong? Should humans be considered superior to animals? Year 9 Philosophy will allow students to assess 
their opinions on the 'big' questions of life, particularly around the key study of applied ethics. Students will develop 
their research, communication and interpersonal skills in this engaging and thought-provoking subject. 

 

Visual Communication Design 
This subject incorporates a range of technical skills, practical tasks and theoretical responses. By undertaking this 
subject, students will develop skills in technical and instrumental drawing, free-hand drawing, rendering and use of 
the design process to produce examples of Communication design and Environmental design. The theoretical 
component of this subject involves demonstrating an understanding of the design elements and principles through 
design analysis. 
 

Elective Subjects – Year Long 
Italian 
Year 9 Italian offers students the opportunity to further expand their linguistic ability and development in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. Topics studied within this course include Directions and Travel, Weather and Clothing, 
Fashion and Health and Culture. Studying Italian will also allow students to gain further knowledge and appreciation 
of the Italian culture and increase career opportunities. This elective may offer off-campus learning activities including 
il Museo Italiano, Cultural Excursion and the Immigration Museum.  
 

  
 

 
Sunbury Downs College 
Mitchell’s Lane 
Sunbury Vic  3429 
 

 
Telephone: 9744 0500 
Email: sunbury.downs.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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